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Aims of this evening 

ÅTo strengthen the links between home and school 
ÅTo ensure all are fully aware of timelines / key 

dates and expectations of us as a school, of you 
as parents and carers, and of your child. 
ÅTo explain the government changes to grading for 

English and Maths 
ÅTo give you key information about English, Maths 

and Science. 
ÅTo provide an insight into different resources, 

support and advice.  



What is Work Experience? 

 

Å Opportunity to experience the world of work 

 

Å  Good experience of an adult work environment 

 

ÅAn important part of a child's education 

 

ÅOpportunity to develop new skills and gain experience across the 
world of work 

 

 

 



     The Benefits of Work Experience 

ÅExperience the disciplines of going to work and a daily work 
routine 

 

ÅEncourages independence & maturity 

 

ÅCharacter building 

 

ÅGood for college, university and job applications 

 

ÅBecome more confident 

 

 

 



Examples of Placements 
 

Å Nursery Assistant   

Playgroup or Day Nursery  

 

Å Hairdressing/Beauty 

Beauty Salon or Hairdressers 

 

Å Media Work 

Media City or Animation Studio 

 

Å Classroom Assistant  

Primary School 

 

 

Å Shop Assistant   
Supermarket or Clothes Store 

 
Å Catering  

Restaurant or Hotel 
 
 

Å Office Work 
Solicitors or Estate Agents 

 
 

Å Sports/Fitness  
Leisure centre or Gym 

 



Parents and Carers – Useful Information 

ÅSelf placement  (avoid lone workers)  

 

ÅPlacement must be in the Trafford/Greater Manchester Area 

 

ÅAvoid high risk placements  

 

ÅWorking Hours (no more than 40 hours per week )  

 

ÅCompany must have Liability Insurance  

 

 



Your Role In The Process 

 

• Support child asking local businesses, 
friends & family 

• Avoid Lone Workers, High Risk or out of 
area placements 

Self Placement 

 

• Child to return agreement to Student 
Services no later than 29th January 2016 

•  Communicate any medical information. 

Complete Work 
Experience  
Agreement 

 

 

• Child to contact the placement 6-8 weeks 
before work experience – possible 
interview 

Placement 
confirmation 



School Process & Responsibility 

• Send out paperwork & 
communicate with parents & pupils Paperwork 

• Assist in the self placement process 

• Employer Liaison 

 
Placements 

• Placement validity check 

• Confirm placement suitable for 
pupil 

 

Placement 
Approval 

• We will provide work records to 
pupils to complete during their 
placement week 

Work Record 

• We will obtain feedback from 
pupils after work experience and 
through staff visits where possible 

 

Evaluation 

• We will provide a reference for 
college applications.  Reference 



Timescale 

Forms & 
Info 

ÅPupil assembly delivered October 2015 

ÅParents information meeting 15th October 2015 

Placements
  

ÅCompleted paperwork returned by 29th January 2016 

Support 

 
ÅAssist in self placement process 

ÅPlacement validity check 

ÅWe will provide pupils with a work experience record. pupils will 
receive a certificate of completion in Sept 2014 



Standards and expectations 

ÅAttendance – Every lesson is GCSE exam content 
ÅPunctuality – form time programme will help 

them succeed 
ÅAppearance and uniform – set the standard for 

the school 
ÅPlanner signing – key communication between 

home-school 
ÅExpectations – higher now they’re in Year 10 
ÅReading book – helps for relaxation and ability to 

concentrate 



Attendance is the Key to Success 



Monday Planner Check and Silent Reading 

Tuesday Hall 1 Assembly 

Wednesday Learning Dispositions and Careers 

Thursday Hall 2 Assembly / Current Affairs Quiz 

Friday Character Education 



HOMEWORK 

ÅEach week your child will receive a piece of 
homework from Maths, English, Science and 
each of their option subjects.  

ÅThis should be recorded thoroughly in their 
planner and parents should sign planners each 
week. 



Reading 

ÅReading for 2 x 30minute sessions a week 
should also be built into your child’s 
homework time. 

ÅParents should check Reading Record is 
completed in planners. 

ÅReading is important because it gives pupils 
skills for examinations – Concentration for 
long periods of time, an aptitude to study, 
improved spelling and vocabulary skills. 

 



Key Exam Dates 

Å Mock GCSE ï Science end of February. 

 

Å Pupils will receive a statement of entry in January please check 
carefully the personal details are correct. 

 

Å Mock GCSE for other subjects will take place:  

 Mon 20th to Wed 29th June 2016 

Å Pupils will receive a timetable in May please check details. 

 

Å All students must read the exam and controlled assessment 
regulations on Moodle before they sit exams. 

 

Å Linear Exams   

 



Summer external exams  
Y10 on following dates: 

Mon 16th May am RS short course 

Tue 17th May pm Biology  

Th 19th May am  Chemistry 

Wed 25th May  Physics 

Thu 16th June  Construction online exam 



This information can also be found in the student planner on page 97 



New Grading  
structure 

Current Grading 
Structure  
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New reformed GCSEs in English Language, 
English Literature and Mathematics will 
be taught from September 2015. 

The first exams in these newly reformed 
GCSEs will be taken in June 2017. 

Changes to other subjects will be phased 
in over the next 2 years but will not affect 
this year group 

New numerical grades will be awarded, 
with 9 the highest grade and 1 the lowest. 

Broadly the same proportions of pupils 
will achieve a grade 4 and above as 
currently achieve a grade C and above. 

Broadly the same proportions of pupils 
will achieve a grade 7 and above as 
currently achieve a Grade A and above. 



New Grading  
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A good pass  (DFE) 

5 and above = top of a 
grade C and above 

Pupils who take GCSE exams in 2017 will 
achieve a mixture of alphanumeric 
grades. 



English 

ÅLinear exams- therefore no second chances.  

ÅIt’s a jump from year 9- pupils need to be 
resilient and stick with it  

Å2 exams for Language- reading and writing 
exam- 1 grade at the end 

Å2 exams for literature- literature texts are: The 
Sign of Four, Macbeth, An Inspector Calls and 
Conflict poetry (students will be given a 
poetry anthology for that when we study it) 

 



English 

ÅRevision guides will be available after 
half term for the units we have studied. 

ÅStudents will have regular in lesson 
assessments.  

ÅRevision and consolidation will be on 
offer after Xmas holiday. 



How Maths is Assessed  
Exam Only (No Coursework)  
 
There will  be a mock for both papers in Y10  
Non Calculator (50%)  
Calculator (50%)  

Foundation 
Tier  

Grade F-C 

Higher Tier  Grade D-A*  

Tiers of Entry  



Mathswatch  
ÅSchool subscribes to 

www.mathswatchvle.com 

ÅEvery pupil in year 10 has a username 
and password to access the site  

ÅAccess to tutorial videos on every 
topic on the GCSE syllabus  

http://www.mathswatchvle.com/


Revision Support  

ÅExam Board: Edexcel  

Revision Guides and Workbooks are available in 
School at £2.50 each  



Online and more interactive 
resources  

Åwww.mymaths.co.uk (Username: aomhs 
Password: brown) is a website the school 
subscribes to which has interactive 
lessons, and questions on every GCSE topic.  

ÅExam Review tutorials on moodle (Following 
each end of half term exam there will be 
videos of worked solutions for each 
question on Moodle for pupils to work 
through their corrections)  

 

 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


Science – Revision Guides 

ÅRevision guides need to be obtained by all 
students and a workbook. 

ÅCore Science Revision Guide and Workbook 
available from the Science Preparation room 
for £6. 

ÅTriple Science Revision Guide and Workbook 
available for all three subjects for £19.50. 

 



Science  

ÅLast week of every half term is an important 
assessment. 

ÅThose students who don’t achieve a Grade A 
in these end of half term exams will not be 
doing higher tier.  

ÅWe believe it is easier for students to get a 
grade B by doing well on the foundation 
examinations and getting an outstanding 
Controlled Assessment Unit. 



Science: Revision Sessions 

ÅTuesday room SS05 with Miss Teggart  

  room 30 with Mr Gray 

ÅWednesday room 9 with Miss Harrold  

        room 26 with Miss Quinn 

ÅThursday room 27 with Mr Mee  

    room 31 with Mrs Lay 

 

Exam dates for Science:  

Tuesday 2nd pm and Wed 3rd Feb am and pm  

 



How can you best help your child with 
KS4? 

 

Å Have a copy of their timetable  

Å Know the exam dates - mocks and external exams  

Å Support with their punctuality / attendance  

Å Time management – study timetable, being organised, rest vs study  

Å Ensure your child is fully equipped for learning – body and mind – diet, exercise and rest  

Å Provide a space and place to work /revise  

Å Encourage resilience - don’t give up!  

Å Encourage them to seize the opportunity - extra lessons, no more excuses  

Å Good communication - check planner, talk about learning  

Å Tough love! There is no GCSE in ‘FIFA or FACEBOOK’!  

 


