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Year 10 Psychology 
Curriculum Manager: Mrs J Senior 

Teaching Staff:  Miss Edwards and Mr Gallagher 

Intent: 
The Psychology Curriculum will equip students with the foundations to understand complex human behaviour and 
the mental processes regarding why we behave and feel the way we do. Students will develop essential knowledge 
and understanding of different scientific methods and appreciate the importance of such research. They will be 
encouraged to become critical thinkers by challenging preconceptions and applying a range of perspectives to 
human behaviour without bias. Learning about human behaviour will encourage and help students to interact with 
wider society through developing their communication, team-work and leadership skills.  
 
The course is broken down into two main sections over two years. The first section introduces core areas and studies 
introducing key concepts in Psychology. The second section looks in detail at two optional topics (Criminal 
Psychology and Sleep and Dreaming) along with a focus on application through research methods. This follows the 
structure of the Edexcel specification leading to a fully examined qualification (there is no coursework element).  
Each topic in the first section introduces the themes and aims of a particular area of Psychology, exploring theories 
and knowledge (AO1) along with subject specific terms and psychological concepts. The application of theories 
(AO2) is demonstrated and evaluated (AO3) through core studies which allow students to understand the 
background, aims, methods and conclusions of each study. Each study is then evaluated according to the GRAVE 
criteria, providing cross curricular links to science subjects and skills, as well as highlighting the advantages and 
disadvantages of specific research methods. 
Each topic enables pupils to reflect deeply on the nature of psychology as a means to understanding human 
behaviours. As an example, Social Influence investigates the factors that lead ordinary people to take part or stand 
by in events like the Holocaust. It provides disciplinary tools for rigorous methodological approaches to measure 
and explain human behaviours, leading to further study at KS5 and tertiary education. 

Topic Studied- Term 1 
 

• Memory & research methods 
 

• Development & research 
methods 

 

Topic Studied- Term 2 
 

• Development & research 
methods 

 

• Psychological problems 
 

• And research methods 

Topic Studied- Term 3 
 

• Neuropsychology & 
research methods 

Assessments: 
Pupils will have end of unit tests and a Year 10 exam in half term 5. 
Pupils will have either a peer or self -assessment every half term and a temperature check on the topics studied. 

Homework: 
Is a combination of either research, retrieval practice, revision or exam questions which are set weekly for the units 
studied through Bromcom. 

Other Useful Information: 
The Psychology Google Classroom has an extensive range of resources to support pupils with exam practice and 
revision. 

 


