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Year 10 Sociology 
Curriculum Manager: Mrs J Senior 

Teaching Staff: Mrs Rutley and Mr Spencer 

Intent:  
GCSE Sociology aims to help pupils to gain knowledge and understanding of key social structures, 
processes and issues through the study of families, education, crime and deviance and social 
stratification. 
Pupils will develop their analytical, assimilation and communication skills by comparing and 
contrasting perspectives on a variety of social issues, constructing reasoned arguments, making 
substantiated judgements and drawing reasoned conclusions. 
By studying sociology, pupils will develop transferable skills including how to: 
• investigate facts and make deductions 
• develop opinions and new ideas on social issues 
 
The course is effectively planned and sequenced. It begins with an introduction to theoretical perspectives including 
Functionalism, Feminism, Interactionism and Marxism. These perspectives are then applied to the key units which are 
families, education, crime and social stratification. Over the two- year course pupils will development disciplinary 
knowledge and pupils will develop their ability to: 
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of sociological theories, concepts, evidence and methods (AO1) 
•  Apply knowledge and understanding of sociological theories, concepts, evidence and methods (AO2) 
•  Analyse and evaluate sociological theories, concepts, evidence and methods in order to construct arguments, make 
judgements and draw conclusions. (AO3) 
The course prepares pupils for studying A level Sociology in Key Stage 5. 

Topic Studied- Term 1 
 

1. Approaches to Sociology- 
Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism 

2. Social Processes, Social Structures, 
Social Issues. 

3. The Sociology of The Family- 
Sociological Theory on the Family, 
Functions of the family, Family 
Forms, Family Diversity, Conjugal 
Roles, Changing relationships 
within the Family 

Topic Studied- Term 2 
 

4. The Family (continued)- 
The Symmetrical 
Family, Criticisms of 
Families, Divorce, 
Theories of Divorce 

5. Research Methods in 
context and exam 
practise 

Topic Studied- Term 3 
  

6. The Sociology of Education- 
Sociological theories on the 
Functions of Education, the 
Relationship between 
Education and Capitalism, the 
Role of Education, Different 
types of School, Private vs. 
State School 

Assessments: 
Pupils will have end of unit tests and half termly feedback on the progress within each unit with a Year 10 exam in half 
term 5. 
Pupils will have either a peer or self - assessment every half term and a temperature check on the unit topics studied. 

Homework: 
Homework will be set through Bromcom and is a combination of independent research, retrieval practice, exam practice, 
revision and exam questions for the units studied. 

Other Useful Information: 
All pupils have access to their Sociology Google Classroom which proves an extension range of revision and support 
resources. 

 


