
  

 Year 10 Music  
Curriculum Manager: Mr D Hall 

Teaching Staff: Miss J Martin 

Curriculum Overview:   
Pupils have three lessons of Music per week as part of their GCSE.  Their practical and written ability will be developed 
over the course of the two-year course and will enable pupils to express themselves in a practical way developing 
essential social skills required across the curriculum.  
Component 1: Performance, worth 30%:  

• Pupils who study music receive a free 1-1 instrument lesson a week 

• They learn the technical side of their chosen instrument 

• They need to perform two pieces by the end of Year 11  

Component 2: Composition, worth 30%:  

• Develop understanding of how music is composed 

• Develop the skills to compose in a variety of genres 

• They need to compose two pieces of music by the end of Year 11 

Component 3: Appraising, worth 40%: 

• Written exam 

• Listening to pieces of music and identifying the musical devices that are used.   

Intent: At the core of Music sits three disciplinary strands in order to build sophistication on the journey towards 
developing students’ musicality.  Students analyse and perform from repertoire, they compose and refine musical 
scores and they listen and evaluate performance.  
Implementation: Music is delivered through a range of different mediums, using wide ranging instruments from 
different cultures.  Students will see the links between popular culture music and classical and world styles as they 
build on understanding from the KS2 Music curriculum.  Students will take on differentiated group roles within 
some of their practical work, promoting stretch and challenge at an appropriate level to the individual. 

Topic Studied- Term 1  
• Introduction to the Course  

• Comp 1: Performance skills 

• Comp 2: Introduction to composing.   

Topic Studied- Term 2  
• Comp 1: Solo performance  

• Comp 2: Composing to a 
brief  

• Comp 3: Features of 
musical genres 

Topic Studied- Term 3  
• Comp 1: Ensemble performance 

• Comp 2: Composition 1 Brief  

• Comp 3: Compositional and 
performance technique in music 

Assessments:  
Pupil’s assessments will be marked at different points throughout the year, depending on the component they are 
completing at the time. All course work (component 1 and 2) will be completed by February of Year 11. They will be 
marked through a variety of methods such as teacher, peer, self and 1-1 analysis of course work.  

Homework:  
Homework will be set to help pupils develop their understanding of certain topics and learn about different aspects 
of Music performance/composition for future lessons/examination aspects. In addition, homework will allow pupils 
to be independent in their research and give them opportunities to retrieve previously learnt information. 
Homework will be set between once every week/ every three weeks as and when appropriate.  

Other Useful Information:  
We offer intervention sessions every Thursday after school to focus on the improvement of GCSE controlled 
assessments and/or practical rehearsals. Extra-curricular opportunities including Ensemble group and a singing 
group. Please see your teacher for this information.    

 


