
  

Year 8 Music  

Curriculum Manager: Mr D Hall 

Teaching Staff: Miss J Martin & Miss L Shakespeare-Smyth 

Curriculum Overview:   
Pupils have one lesson of Music per week.  Pupils will explore a mixture of differing Music genres/styles and specific 
skills required to perform within these constraints.  Performing Arts subjects enable Pupils to express themselves in a 
practical way developing essential social skills required across the curriculum. 

Intent: At the core of Music sits three disciplinary strands in order to build sophistication on the journey towards 
developing students’ musicality.  Students analyse and perform from repertoire, they compose and refine musical 
scores and they listen and evaluate performance.  
 
Implementation: Music is delivered through a range of different mediums, using wide ranging instruments from 
different cultures.  Students will see the links between popular culture music and classical and world styles as they 
build on understanding from the Y7 Music curriculum.  Students will take on differentiated group roles within some of 
their practical work, promoting stretch and challenge at an appropriate level to the individual. 

Topic Studied- Term 1  
Drumming 
Pupils extend what they discovered about 
rhythms in Year 7 through their study of a 
wide range of drumming techniques and 
styles. 
 
Great Composers 
Pupils analyse and study a range of great 
composers over time, learning to replicate 
and recreate stylistic choices. 

Topic Studied- Term 2  
Blues 
Pupils study the style of Blues 
music, understanding how Blues 
music is composed as well as the 
roots and history behind the 
Blues Music movement. 
 

Topic Studied- Term 3   
Hooks and Riffs 
Pupils complete a study of musical 
components, analysing what makes 
sections of music successful and 
utilising what they learn to compose 
their own work. 
 

Assessments:  
There will be five assessment points throughout the year with a formative assessment. However, throughout the topics 
work will also be self- assessed, peer assessed and teacher assessed to benefit the pupils progress within Music. There 
is an end of year report and review.  

Homework:  
Performing Arts (Drama and Music) is set in-line with school policy, every three weeks.  

Other Useful Information:  
We offer extra-curricular opportunities including Drama Club, Orchestra, KS3 Music club and a Year 7 singing group. 
Please see your teacher for this information.    
Visiting Peripatetic Tutors also offer one-to-one and group music lessons through the Trafford Music Service (please 
see Mr Stevenson for details).  
  



  

 

Year 8 Drama  

Curriculum Manager: Mr D Hall  

Teaching Staff: Mr D Hall & Miss L Shakespeare-Smyth 

Curriculum Overview:   
Pupils have one lesson of Drama per week.  Pupils will explore a mixture of differing genres and specific skills required to 
perform within these constraints.  Performing Arts subjects enable Pupils to express themselves in a practical way 
developing essential social skills required across the curriculum.  

Intent: At the core of Drama sits three disciplinary strands in order to build sophistication in students’ communication 
and performance skills.  In Drama, our students analyse and perform from text, they devise and develop theatre and 
they evaluate live performance. 
 
Implementation: Drama is delivered through a range of different styles and forms, representing theatre’s influences 
throughout different historical time periods.  Students will see the links between social skill development throughout 
explicit teaching of group working roles and responsibilities and the subject specific content that they are becoming 
more expert in.  Students will take on differentiated group roles within some of their practical work, promoting stretch 
and challenge at an appropriate level to the individual. 

Topic Studied- Term 1  
Responding to a Stimulus    
Pupils will understand a range of techniques 
and processes involved in devising Drama 
from a stimulus. 
  
Melodrama 
Pupils will explore a range of stock 
characters and analyse how we can 
manipulate this dramatic form to create 
engaging and entertaining theatre.  

Topic Studied- Term 2  
Physical Theatre 
Pupils will study a range of 
practitioners whose focus is 
developing and crafting the 
aesthetic of a production. 
  
Non-Naturalism 
Exploring non-naturalistic 
dramatic techniques to create 
abstract and ‘dream’ like 
performances allowing pupils to 
explore their creativity.  

Topic Studied- Term 3  
Romeo and Juliet 
A study of one of Shakespeare’s great 
tragedies.  Pupils will learn about the 
complex character relationships and 
staging challenges involved in realising 
one of the all time great plays. 

Assessments:  
There will be five assessment points throughout the year with a formative assessment. However, throughout the topics 
work will also be self- assessed, peer assessed and teacher assessed to benefit the pupils progress within Drama. There 
is an end of year report and review.  

Homework:  
Drama homework is set weekly, with students expected to review a section of their Knowledge Organiser prior to in 
lesson quizzing.  

Other Useful Information:  
We offer extra-curricular opportunities including the School Show, Orchestra, KS3 Music club and a Year 7 singing group. 
Please see your teacher for this information.    

 


