
  

Year 9 Music  

Curriculum Manager: Mr D Hall  

Teaching Staff: Miss J Martin & Miss L Shakespeare-Smyth 

Curriculum Overview:   
Pupils have one lesson of Music per week. Pupils will explore a mixture of differing Music genres/styles and specific 
skills required to perform within these constraints.  Performing Arts subjects enable pupils to express themselves in a 
practical way developing essential social skills required across the curriculum.  

Intent: At the core of Music sits three disciplinary strands in order to build sophistication on the journey towards 
developing students’ musicality.  Students analyse and perform from repertoire, they compose and refine musical 
scores and they listen and evaluate performance.  
 
Implementation: Music is delivered through a range of different mediums, using wide ranging instruments from 
different cultures.  Students will see the links between popular culture music and classical and world styles as they 
build on understanding from the Y8 Music curriculum.  Students will take on differentiated group roles within some of 
their practical work, promoting stretch and challenge at an appropriate level to the individual. 

Topic Studied- Term 1  
Film 
Pupils study film music, analysing how film 
sequences are underscored, how music 
reflects the feelings of characters in film 
and how to then compose music for a film 
sequence.  

Topic Studied- Term 2  
Great Composers 
Pupils continue to study a range 
of great composers from 
different cultures and points in 
history. 
 
Samba 
Pupils study the exciting world of 
carnival and the role of Samba 
Music within that world.  Pupils 
engage in discussions about 
other cultures and use what they 
have learned to make exciting 
musical choices. 

Topic Studied- Term 3   
Chords and Melodies 
Pupils learn about how we create 
chords and melodies, analysing the 
use of these in professional works and 
then composing layered music of their 
own.   

Assessments:  
There will be five assessment points throughout the year with a formative assessment. However, throughout the topics 
work will also be self- assessed, peer assessed and teacher assessed to benefit the pupils progress within Music. There 
is an end of year report and review.  

Homework:  
Performing Arts (Drama and Music) is set in-line with school policy, every three weeks.  

Other Useful Information:  
We offer extra-curricular opportunities including Drama Club, Orchestra, KS3 Music club and a Year 7 singing group. 
Please see your teacher for this information.    
Visiting Peripatetic Tutors also offer one-to-one and group music lessons through the Trafford Music Service (please 
see Mr Stevenson for details).  



  

Year 9 Drama  

Curriculum Manager: Mr D Hall 

Teaching Staff: Mr D Hall & Miss L Shakespeare-Smyth 

Curriculum Overview:   
Pupils have one lesson of Drama per week. Pupils will explore a mixture of differing genres and specific skills required 
to perform within these constraints.  Performing Arts subjects enable pupils to express themselves in a practical way 
developing essential social skills required across the curriculum.  

Intent: At the core of Drama sits three disciplinary strands in order to build sophistication in students’ communication 
and performance skills.  In Drama, our students analyse and perform from text, they devise and develop theatre and 
they evaluate live performance. 
 
Implementation: Drama is delivered through a range of different styles and forms, representing theatre’s influences 
throughout different historical time periods.  Students will see the links between social skill development throughout 
explicit teaching of group working roles and responsibilities and the subject specific content that they are becoming 
more expert in.  Students will take on differentiated group roles within some of their practical work, promoting stretch 
and challenge at an appropriate level to the individual. 

Topic Studied- Term 1  
Forum Theatre 
Pupils are put in the position of director 
as they use the knowledge they have 
gained over their earlier studies to take a 
more active role in the improvement of 
Drama work. 
  
Mask Work 
Exploring how mask technique can be 
used to develop engaging and 
interesting performance in a commedia 
dell’arte style.  
  
   

Topic Studied- Term 2  
Naturalism 
A study of some of the key 
foundations of realistic acting.  
Pupils will use the techniques of 
Konstantin Stanislavski to develop 
the performance skills. 
  
Epic Theatre 
Pupils will be exploring a non-
naturalistic style of theatre with a 
social message.  ‘Art is not a mirror 
to hold up to the world, but  
hammer to shape it’ – Bertholt 
Brecht 

Topic Studied- Term 3  
T.I.E. Devising 
Pupils learn about the genre of 
Theatre in Education and devise a 
piece of theatre designed to educate 
a target audience.  

Assessments:  
There will be four assessment points throughout the year with a formative assessment. However, throughout the topics 
work will also be self- assessed, peer assessed and teacher assessed to benefit the pupils progress within Drama. There 
is an end of year report and review.  

Homework:  
Drama homework is set weekly, with students reviewing key information through their Knowledge Organisers in 
preparation for weekly quizzing.  

Other Useful Information:  
We offer extra-curricular opportunities including Drama Club and a Musical Theatre singing group. Please see your 
teacher for this information.    

 


