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English Curriculum overview

HT 1 HT2 HT 3 | HT 4 HT S5 HT 6
YEAR 7 Theme: Ancient Origins Theme: Links to Legends Theme: The Art of Rhetoric
Reading a series of mythological texts and Studying Beowulf (Heaney and Headley) and reading Reading Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar alongside
Armitage’s Homer’s Odyssey. Armitage’s Sir Gawain and The Green Night alongside thematically linked texts including famous
o o satellite texts. speeches.
Descriptive writing.
Narrative writing. Persuasive writing.
YEAR 8 Theme: The Story of the Novel Theme: Comedy through Time Theme: The Sonnet Form
Reading Dickens’ Great Expectations with Reading ‘As You Like It by William Shakespeare. Exploring the sonnet form through works by
thematically linked extracts. Petrarch, Shakespeare, Donne, Wordsworth,
) . Duffy and Dharker.
Narrative writing.
YEAR 9 Theme: Overcoming challenges Theme: War and conflict Theme: Speculative fiction
Series of articles/ extracts of persuasive texts Reading a selection of poems concerning relationships, | Continuation of reading ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by
linked thematically. and ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman. Malorie Blackman.
Speech writing. Evaluating poetry. Narrative writing. Comparing texts. Writing for different purposes:
spoken language presentation.
YEAR 10 Introduction to ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Power and Conflict ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J. B | English Language Paper | English Language Paper
AQA Inference: Language Charles Dickens. Poetry: War Priestley 2: Viewpoints and 2: Viewpoints and

Paper 1

The Victorian World:
Poetry and Context

Perspectives Q5. Perspectives Q1-4

Power and Conflict
Poetry

Spoken Language.
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YEAR 11 English Language Literature Paper 1 English Language Paper | Revision of ‘An Inspector Revision of English
AQA Writers Viewpoints Revision: Macbeth and A 2. Calls’ and Power and Language and Literature
and Perspectives Christmas Carol. English Language Paper Conflict Poetry. content.
questions 1-4. AoM mocks. 1.
Power and Conflict Trust mocks.
Poetry
YEAR 12 | Teacher | ‘Bridging the Gap’ | ‘Continued Bridging the Gap’ | ‘Language and ‘Original Writing’ ‘Introduction to ‘Introduction to
AQA 1 Developing Developing analytical and Representation’ — (introduction) Language Change’- Language Change’-
A Level analytical and interpretative skills. Developing working Start work on different | how and why how and why
English interpretative on textual analysis. types of writing for NEA | language changes. language changes.
Language skills. (and component 2 Q4)
Teacher | ‘Introduction to ‘Introduction to Modes and ‘Sociolinguistics’ - ‘Sociolinguistics’ — ‘Introduction to ‘Introduction to
2 Sociolinguistics’ Textual Variation’ — Developing earlier develop to look at Research and Research and
Introduction to Developing understanding of | work on diversity: attitudes to variation Investigation Skills” — Investigation Skills” —
language and the | mode as concept language and and diversity. Begin to work on Begin to work on
individual/social occupation, gender, developing developing
groups/ethnolect/ ethnicity and approaches to approaches to
occupation and communities of language investigation | language
regions. practice. work. investigation work.
YEAR 13 | Teacher Language Language Investigation and Language Diversity Language Change Exam prep and
AQA 1 Investigation Prep Original Writing (concluded) (concluded) revision
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A Level | Teacher | Introduction to Children’s Language Language Discourses Language Change Exam Prep and
English | 2 Children’s Development (continued) and Directed Writing Concluded Revision
Language Language
Development
YEAR 12 | Teacher AQA Paper 1: Love through the Ages AQA Paper 1: Love Through the Ages AQA: Non-Exam Assessment
AQA 1 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald Comparison using an Anthology of poetry and The
A Level Great Gatsby. Independent Critical Study:
English Texts Across Time
Literature | Teacher AQA Paper 1: Love through the Ages AQA Paper 1: Love Through the Ages Commences here and runs through until Y13 HT4
2 Othello by William Shakespeare Unseen Poetry
YEAR 13 | Teacher AQA Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts AQA Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts
AQA 1 AQA Paper 1 & 2
A Level Option B — ‘Modern Times Literature’ — Prose & Option B — ‘Modern Times Literature’ — Drama & Revision
English Tea;her Poetry Poetry Final Exams
Literature
YEAR 12 Component One, Section A: Component One, Section B: Component One, Component One Section Component 3: Cross Media Production
EDUQAS Advertising and Marketing Newspaper Industry Section B: Radio A: Music video
A Level Revision of Media A-Level content so far.
Media Component One, Section A: Component One, Section B: Component One,
Studies Newspapers Film Industry Section B: Video
Games
YEAR 13 Component 3: Cross Media Component Two, Section A: Component Two, Component Two, Exam preparation and
EDUQAS Production Television Section B: Magazines | Section C: Online Media revision of
A Level Component One and
Media Submission of Cross Media Component Two.
Studies Production
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Year 11 English

Curriculum Manager: Dr Stedman

Teaching Staff: Mrs McCarthy, Miss Dixon, Mrs Packwood, Mrs Bagley, Mrs McNeil, Miss Hagan, Mr Taylor, Miss
Lockwood, Miss Saunders, Miss Cridland, Miss Roberts and Miss Foster.

Intent:

The Dean Trust English curriculum builds on the National Curriculum. Curriculum intent within the English subject
area is founded upon providing pupils with opportunities to gain powerful knowledge and the cultural capital they
need to become confident and culturally aware citizens. The English curriculum is designed to develop young people
who can value and appreciate the power and beauty of literature and equip them with a broad range of knowledge
and skills that will allow them to be active participants in society beyond the school walls. Exploring a varied range
of seminal world literature and exposing pupils to challenging literary heritage texts helps them to understand how
art can shape our understanding of the world we live in and effect social and political change. The study and
discussion of high-quality journalism makes our pupils aware that writing can be used to interrogate society as well
communicate their ideas and feelings. By writing and speaking for a range of purposes, pupils are able to grasp the
idea of conventions and varying degrees of formality and find their own mode of expression: providing them with
the skills and confidence to articulate their own thoughts and ideas. The curriculum is sequenced to build pupils’
understanding of thought-provoking concepts and increasingly complex ideas, beginning with the reading of texts
that explore ideas and issues around individual experiences followed by different types of human relationships
through to imagined worlds. As pupils mature, the curriculum design ensures that they develop a heightened
political awareness and become increasingly discerning in their appreciation of literature.

Implementation

By Year 11, our pupils have a solid foundation of knowledge in both Language and Literature. We begin with a focus
on utilising the skills developed in Year 10 to analyse non fiction writing. Pupils are taught to synthesise and compare
ideas and perspectives across texts, dealing with the increasing demands this brings. They are explicitly taught the
skills and structure that they need to utilise to successfully interpret, analyse and evaluate writers’ ideas in
previously unseen material. Reading a range of non-fiction genres including letters, articles and speeches ensures
that pupils are confident analysing authorial perspectives in a powerful and meaningful way. This focus on
perspective then leads on to the completion of our study of the Power and Conflict poems which explore writers’
feelings and ideas about important topics in another form. Pupils then revise previously taught Literature content,
Macbeth and A Christmas Carol recalling key knowledge about character, theme, context and writers’ craft, while
manipulating this knowledge into developed essay responses.

Our Year 11 curriculum interleaves Language and Literature to build the analytical skills and confidence across both
subjects. Pupils return to Language Papers in preparation for the Trust Mocks. Revisiting the creative writing skills
developed in Year 10, pupils now become more independent and innovative in their approach to writing across
genres. Pupils practise both responding to unseen texts and writing at length, in timed conditions, using a range of
stimuli.

Returning to An Inspector Calls and Power and Conflict Anthology while exploring unseen writing provides further
opportunities to draw upon prior knowledge and use this knowledge to plan, write and re-draft critical responses
to texts. Pupils are now fully prepared for the demands of the GCSE examination schedule and can spend time on
the lead up to these exams, practising responding to exam style questions in tightly controlled conditions so that
they can confidently reach their potential.
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Topic Studied- Term 1

AQA GCSE English Literature — we begin
with study of Language Paper 2. Pupils
work on this paper and see how skills
from this exam paper cross over into
English Language Paper 1.

Pupils then continue their study of the
AQA Power and Conflict poetry
anthology.

AQA Literature Mock - Response on
‘Power and Conflict Poetry’ and full
Literature Paper 1.

Topic Studied- Term 2

Mock feedback lessons are
completed and students are
prepared for their second
Mock in January, this time
allowing them an opportunity
to demonstrate their skills in
both Language papers.

Pupils will also revise ‘An
Inspector Calls’ in preparation
for their second literature
mock.

After completing mock exams
pupils will revise the Power
and Conflict poetry cluster
along with unseen poetry.

Topic Studied- Term 3

As final exams approach, pupils will
revise multiple areas of the course in
lessons for English Language and
Literature.

Assessments:

AQA exam style reading and writing assessments take place each term. On top of this there will also be spelling tests

and subject terminology tests.

Homework:

Homework is set each week by the class teacher via Bromcom Student Portal. In the case where a class has more
than one teacher it is the teacher the pupils see most who sets the homework. Pupils should also be spending time
reading at home to support their literacy skills.

Other Useful Information:

Throughout the year we have events such as revision sessions, boosters and examiner workshops to support pupils

with their exam preparation.




