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Introduction 

 
You are about to start an important time in your education so you need to prepare fully.  At Ashton on Mersey 

School we want to support you in this process and make sure you make the right decisions. Over the next 

month you will have the opportunity to find out more about all the different courses available and how they 

will help you follow a career path. All courses have a pathway into sixth form, higher education, 

apprenticeships or employment.   

 

Subjects which are compulsory for pupils in set 1 and 2; we call these ‘Core Subjects’. These are English, 

Mathematics, Science and Spanish. In addition, you will be required to study History or Geography. You will 

also have non-examination study courses in Physical Education (PE), Personal Development (RE, PSHE, 

Citizenship).  

 

Other subjects will be selected from a range of alternatives or ‘options’. These subjects are to be chosen after 

careful consideration between you, your parents/carers and your teacher. Careers advice is also available, 

should you want it, to help you to make the correct choice. 

 

There are a wide range of curriculum opportunities for you to follow. We hope that the different pathways will 

ensure that you have an opportunity to pursue a curriculum that best matches your needs, interests, and 

aspirations. 

 

You will be asked to select a ‘preferred combination’ of subjects. It should be stressed that the selection of a 

subject is not an automatic offer of a place, rather, an expression of interest. Naturally, we will try to ensure 

that you are able to study the subjects which you have expressed interest in; however, if we feel that you are 

not suited to a particular subject or type of learning we may advise against the selection. 

 

On occasions, a subject you have chosen may have to be withdrawn. This is usually because the number of 

pupils who have selected the subject is fewer than the threshold for the subject to be viable. In this instance, 

we will notify you as soon as possible and offer you an alternative. 
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What subjects should I 

choose? 
 

The options available within this booklet provide a broad and balanced curriculum. Alongside the core 

curriculum you will decide which other subjects you study and may find the following points helpful when 

choosing.  

 

Which subjects are recommended? 

Pupils in Sets 1 and 2 must pick at least one Humanities subject (Geography or History), as well as 

studying the core subjects of English, Maths, Science and Spanish. This is a broad and academic 

pathway designed to give you a wide range of subjects to prepare you for your next stage in education and 

access the full range of post-16 provisions. You will then be able to pick a further two subjects of your choice.   

Which subjects do you like? 

You will try harder at a subject you like. You will also gain more enjoyment from studying subjects you like. 

 

Which are your best subjects? 

You may stand a better chance of getting good results and examination success in these subjects. 

 

Which subjects do you need? 

Do you have an idea of the career you might wish to follow? If so, you may need certain subjects as 

qualifications. 

 

Will you be equipping yourself for modern society? 

We live in a modern, fast moving and communications centred society. Does the range of choices that you 

are completing ensure you have the skills necessary for this environment? Additionally, the workplace 

requires communication and interpersonal skills. Do your choices provide you with a well-rounded skill set 

that helps you interact with a diverse range of people?  

 

What if you have no career in mind? 

Most Year 9 pupils are still undecided about their future. Many of those who do have some ideas will find 

their ideas change during the next two years. Therefore, it makes sense to keep your options as open to as 

many career options as possible.  

 

Can I choose the same subjects as my friends? 

Friends often choose options together. This is fine if you really want to do that subject. But remember – the 

subjects you choose will be studied between three and six periods a week for two years, which is a lot of 

lessons if you do not enjoy the subject. 
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2026 Options 
 
Sets 1 and 2  
  

Core subjects are subjects which pupils are required to take. 
 
For pupils who are in sets 1 and 2 your core subject choice is: English Language & Literature, 
Mathematics, Combined Science and Spanish.  
 
You must also take a Humanities subject. You can choose from either Geography or History.  
 
You then have two additional options that can be selected from the option blocks below.  
 
You should make your choice on the Google Form that was sent with your pathways email. A video guide is 
also available within the email to help you.  
 

Option A Option B Option C/D 

History History History 

Geography Geography Geography 

Child Development Computer Science Art, Craft & Design 

Construction Building   Business Studies  Business Studies  

Dance Child Development  Creative Media 

Hospitality & Catering Construction Architecture Drama 

Psychology Construction Building Engineering 

Sociology Creative Media Photography 

Sport  Design & Technology Sport  

Triple Sciences* Music*  

 Religious Studies    
  

*If you are interested in Triple Sciences it is important that you discuss your suitability for the course with 
your Science teacher.  
 
** Due to the type of assessment involved in Music, pupils require a particular level of practical ability 

before they begin the GCSE course. Before applying, your child should speak to their Music teacher who 

will discuss with them their suitability for the course.  
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GCSE and BTEC Information 
 

Grades 

All GCSE subjects are offered at Level 2, these will be graded as 9-1.  
 
BTEC qualifications will be graded using Pass/Merit/Distinction. 
 
Level 2 Qualifications 
The Level 2 qualifications have an essential core of knowledge and applied skills.  These courses now include 
external assessments to make them robust. Some qualifications are offered at Level 1, these are equivalent 
to a GCSE but not at a Grade 4+ level. 
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Who can help with your 

choices? 
 

Your parents and carers 

They are interested in your future and will offer valuable advice.  They know you best as a person. 

 

Subject teachers 

They know how good you are at a particular subject. Visit our Google Classroom page with information videos 

for each optional subject. Link below: 

 

https://classroom.google.com/c/MjEyMjk1NTE3MDla?cjc=5aq3dkf 

 

Join code: 5aq3dkf 

 

Form Tutor/Head of Year 

They have an overall picture of your progress at school. 

 

Careers adviser 

They have a great deal of career information and can give you guidance if you have a particular career in 

mind. If you would like to arrange an appointment please contact your Head of Year.  

 

Relatives and friends 

They may have made similar choices in the past and may be able to point out the advantages and 

disadvantages of certain choices. 

 

How can parents/carers help? 

Talk to your parents/carers about what you would like to do. Read this booklet with them so that they are fully 

informed about the choices you can make. 

 

Key Stage 4 is a time of great pressure on all pupils. There is coursework to complete, deadlines to meet, 

exams to take, jobs to find and courses to enquire about. At the same time, there are many social pressures 

for young people to deal with out of school. It is clearly very important that pupils develop the means to cope 

with these problems and still be happy and well-motivated. A good school life can help to make all the other 

problems easier to work through and sort out. 

 

Talk to your parents about the courses you are following, make sure they are signed up to the My Child at 

School app, so they can help you monitor your independent study at home and let them know if you have 

any concerns. We are very keen to avoid any problems which may prevent you from doing your best. 
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Dates and Deadlines 
 

Thursday 29th January 2026 

Year 9 Progress Evening 3:30pm – 7:30pm via the SchoolCloud system. 

 

Thursday 5th February 2026 

Pathways Evening 5pm-7pm in Sixth Form.  

 

Monday 9th February 2026 @ 6:30pm  

Online Google Form will be released for you to select your option choices.   

 

Monday 9th March 2026 

Completed Pathways forms should be submitted by this date via our online Google Form.  

 

Can I change my mind? 

Your KS4 courses start in September and are for two years. However carefully you choose, there is always 

the possibility that a particular choice may turn out to be a mistake, if this happens you may be allowed to 

change.  

 

On the other hand, we do not want anyone to have the attitude that they do not need to think carefully about 

their options or to believe that they can change whenever they feel like it. For these reasons a change will 

only be allowed providing: 

 

● It is within the first few weeks of term 

● There is a valid educational reason 

● There is a vacancy in the subject you wish to take 

● It has the approval of the following 

o Your Parents/Carers 

o The Head of Department 

o The Head of Year 
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English Literature & Language 
 

Subject: English  Year 10 and Year 11 

Examination Board: AQA Specification Code: 8700/8702 Qualification: GCSE  

 

Curriculum Manager: J Stedman KS4 Subject Lead: C McCarthy 

Teaching Staff: J Stedman, J Dixon, C Roberts, H Saunders, I Taylor, J Hagan, S Foster, L Packwood,  

N Cridland, A McNeil & C McCarthy  

 

Curriculum Rationale: 

Curriculum intent within English is founded upon providing pupils with opportunities to gain powerful knowledge 

and the cultural capital they need to become confident and culturally aware citizens. The English curriculum is 

designed to develop young people who can value and appreciate the power and beauty of literature and equip 

them with a broad range of knowledge and skills that will allow them to participate in society beyond the school 

walls. 

An explorative journey from challenging literary heritage texts to a varied range of seminal world literature helps 

them to understand how art can shape our understanding of the world we live in and effect social and political 

change. The study and discussion of high-quality journalism makes our pupils aware that writing can be used 

to interrogate society as well as communicate their ideas and feelings. 

By writing for a range of purposes, pupils are able to grasp the idea of conventions and varying degrees of 

formality and find their own mode of expression: providing them with the skills and confidence to articulate their 

own thoughts and ideas. 

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content: 

English Literature: Victorian Poets, 

Poetry about WWI, An Inspector 

Calls, modern war poetry. 

A Christmas Carol, Victorian Poetry, 

The Romantics. 

 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content: 

English Language: Creative 

writing and reading 

English Literature: modern poetry 

about place and identity, 

Comparing poems, unseen 

poetry  

 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content: 

English Language: writers’ 

viewpoints and perspectives skills  

English Language: spoken 

language 

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content: 

English Language: explorations in 

creative reading and writing exam 

focus 

English Literature: Macbeth. A 

Christmas Carol Revision. 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content: 

English Language: writers’ 

viewpoints and perspectives 

exam focus 

English Literature: An Inspector 

Calls and anthology poetry 

revision 

 

 

 

 

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content: 

Examination preparation 
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Assessment Overview: 

Pupils will be formally assessed in Year 10 after each component of Literature study.  

The level of challenge will increase in Year 11, where pupils will be assessed on full Language and Literature 

papers in preparation for end of year GCSEs. 

Homework and Revision Guidance:  

Pupils will be expected to complete weekly homework tasks to support their understanding of literature texts 

and the development of language skills. They will be given access to a range of high-quality resources including 

the use of online platforms such as MASSOLIT, Collins Educational Online and revision guides/cards/booklets 

Learning and Career Pathways:  

English is a core subject so all Post-16 education or training options will use English skills. 

 

If pupils share our passion for English, there are many exciting opportunities available for further study! 

Apprenticeships and vocational courses that are available include:  

● Public Relations Assistant 

● Broadcast Production Assistant 

● Digital Marketer 

● Creative Media 

● Sports Journalism 

A-levels can be taken in: 

● English Language 

● English Literature 

● Combined Language and Literature 

● Media Studies 

● Drama and Theatre  

 

English Literature is known as a facilitating subject which means it is commonly asked for in universities’ entry 

requirements, regardless of the course being applied to – this makes it a good choice to keep degree options 

open.  

 

Degrees that require English A-level include BA (Hons) in a range of areas including: English Language, English 

Literature, Linguistics, English with Modern Foreign Languages, Creative Writing, Journalism, Media, 

Education. 

  

For further information about the types of careers that use English please use the following link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zfmnwty/jobs-that-use-english-and-drama/1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zfmnwty/jobs-that-use-english-and-drama/1
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Mathematics (Foundation) 
 

Subject: Mathematics (Foundation)  Year 10 and Year 11 

Examination Board: Edexcel Specification Code: 1MA1 Qualification: GCSE 

 

Curriculum Manager: A Cooper KS4 Subject Lead: S Szekely 

Teaching Staff: A Cooper, A Crowder, L Fitzpatrick, A Gill, A Horton, C Maguire, L Pettigrew, C Buckley,  
D Sowden, P Stead, S Szekely, J Watkins & M Thorburn 

 

Curriculum Rationale: 
Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over centuries, 
providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to everyday life, critical to 
science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment. 
Mathematics education provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason 
mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of Mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and 
curiosity about the subject. 
 
Our aim is for all pupils to become fluent in the fundamentals of Mathematics, be able to reason 
mathematically and solve mathematical problems. During the KS4 course our pupils will develop the 
mathematical skills, knowledge and resilience to solve a variety of routine and non-routine problems, including 
the ability to break down problems into a series of steps. Where possible we will promote enjoyment of 
Mathematics and support pupils in experiencing Mathematics outside the classroom. We recognise the 
importance of pupils understanding how Mathematics links to the real world and throughout the KS4 
curriculum we look for opportunities to show pupils how they can apply their mathematical skills and 
knowledge to real life problems.  
 
Pupils will follow the Edexcel course in GCSE Mathematics. Pupils will learn to develop knowledge, skills and 
understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. Pupils will learn how to acquire, select and apply 
mathematical techniques to solve problems, including the application of Mathematics in real life contexts. 
Content of the course is split into the following areas: Number, Algebra, Ratio and Proportion, Data Handling, 
Probability, and Shape, Space and Measure. 
 
The qualification is assessed by three examinations (one non-calculator and two calculator), each 
examination is worth one third of the overall grade. 
 

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content: 
 
Negative Numbers 
Integers 
Comparing numbers, rounding and 
estimation 
Simplifying 
Coordinates 
Substitution 
Angles, Lines and Triangles 
Decimals 
Types of Number 
Expand and factorise brackets 
Fractions 
Solving Equations 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content: 
 
Transformations 
Percentages 
Ratio 
Proportion 
2D and 3D Shapes 
Linear Graphs 
Area and Perimeter 
Standard Form 
 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content: 
 
Circles 
Pythagoras 
Trigonometry 
Sequences 
Averages and range 
Displaying Data 
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Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content: 
 
Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages 
Probability 
Real Life Graphs 
Proportion 
Inequalities 
Surface Area 
Volume 
Compound Measures 
Simultaneous Equations 
Maps and Bearings 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content: 
 
Similarity and Congruence 
Collecting Data 
Construction 
Trial and Improvement and 
Algebraic Reasoning 
Vectors 
 
Revision 
 
 

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content: 
 
Revision 

Assessment Overview: 
Pupils will sit graded assessments at the end of every half term and are expected to revise for these 
assessments throughout the year.   
 
Pupils will sit an exam at the end of Year 10, to assess the progress they have made in preparation for the 
GCSE exam in Year 11.  
 
In Year 11 pupils will sit two mock examinations, one in November and one in February. 
 

Homework and Revision Guidance:  
An online or written homework task will be given weekly by class teachers.  
 
Revision sessions will formally commence in the Spring Term and a timetable will be shared with pupils and 
parents via google classroom. 
 
Additional online resources that can be used to support learning and revision include: 
 
www.mathswatchvle.com:  Mathswatch can be used to access tutorial videos and questions on all 
mathematical topics on the KS4 Maths syllabus.  
 
www.methodmaths.com: This website can be used to work through exam papers, for both the new and old 
Mathematics syllabus. Immediate feedback is given and more complex exam questions can be broken down 
into stages to help develop exam technique. 

 
Each pupil has been given a unique username and password for these online resources which are recorded in 
their planner at the beginning of the academic year. Pupils may also be set work specifically by their class 
teacher from these sites. 

Learning and Career Pathways:  
What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 
A Level Mathematics 
A Level Accountancy 
Personal Finance 
 
What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 
Possible University Courses 
Mathematics, Statistical Research, Engineering, Accountancy and ICT Degrees 
 
Possible Careers 
Finance, ICT, Teaching, Engineering and Accountancy 

 

http://www.mathswatchvle.com/
http://www.methodmaths/
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Mathematics (Higher)  
Subject: Mathematics (Higher)  Year 10 and Year 11 

Examination Board: Edexcel Specification Code: 1MA1 Qualification: GCSE 

 

Curriculum Manager: A Cooper KS4 Subject Lead: S Szekely 

Teaching Staff: A Cooper, A Crowder, L Fitzpatrick, A Gill, A Horton, C Maguire, L Pettigrew, C Buckley, 
D Sowden, P Stead, S Szekely, J Watkins & M Thorburn 

 

Curriculum Rationale: 
Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over centuries, 
providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to everyday life, critical to 
science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment. 
Mathematics education provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, 
an appreciation of the beauty and power of Mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the 
subject. 
 
Our aim is for all pupils to become fluent in the fundamentals of Mathematics, be able to reason mathematically 
and solve mathematical problems. During the KS4 course our pupils will develop the mathematical skills, 
knowledge and resilience to solve a variety of routine and non-routine problems, including the ability to break 
down problems into a series of steps. Where possible we will promote enjoyment of Mathematics and support 
pupils in experiencing Mathematics outside the classroom. We recognise the importance of pupils 
understanding how Mathematics links to the real world and throughout the KS4 curriculum we look for 
opportunities to show pupils how they can apply their mathematical skills and knowledge to real life problems.  
 
Pupils will follow the Edexcel course in GCSE Mathematics. Pupils will learn to develop knowledge, skills and 
understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. Pupils will learn how to acquire, select and apply 
mathematical techniques to solve problems, including the application of Mathematics in real life contexts. 
Content of the course is split into the following areas: Number, Algebra, Ratio and Proportion, Data Handling, 
Probability, and Shape, Space and Measure. 
 
The qualification is assessed by three examinations (one non-calculator and two calculator), each examination 
is worth one third of the overall grade  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content: 
 
Negative Numbers 
Integers, Decimals ad BODMAS 
Comparing numbers, rounding and 
estimation 
Simplifying and Substitution 
Special Number and Index Laws 
Angles, lines and triangles 
Expanding and Factorising 
Solving Equations and rearranging 
formulae 
Linear Graphs 
Surds 
Real life graphs 
Fractions 
 
 
 
 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content: 
 
Simultaneous Equations 
Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages 
Percentages 
Ratio 
Standard Form 
Pythagoras 
Trigonometry 
Perimeter, Area and Volume 
 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content: 
 
Averages 
Sequences  
Compound Measures and 
Kinematics 
Algebraic Fractions 
Further Trigonometry 
Transformations 
Maps and Bearings 
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Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content: 
 
Collecting and Displaying Data 
Histograms 
Algebraic Proof 
Circles 
Circle Theorem 
Probability 
Further Graphs 
Proportion 
Set Notation 
2D and 3D Shapes 
Similarity and Congruence 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content: 
 
Functions 
Construction 
Transformations (including 
transformation of graphs) 
Inequalities 
Bounds 
Vectors 
 
Revision 
 
 

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content: 
 
Revision 

Assessment Overview: 
Pupils will sit graded assessments at the end of every half term and are expected to revise for these 
assessments throughout the year.   
 
Pupils will sit an exam at the end of Year 10, to assess the progress they have made in preparation for the 
GCSE exam in Year 11.  
 
In Year 11 pupils will sit two mock examinations, one in November and one in February. 

Homework and Revision Guidance: 
An online or written homework task will be given weekly by class teachers.  
 
Revision sessions will formally commence in the Spring Term and a timetable will be shared with pupils and 
parents via google classroom. 
 
Additional online resources that can be used to support learning and revision include: 
 
www.mathswatchvle.com:  Mathswatch can be used to access tutorial videos and questions on all 
mathematical topics on the KS4 Maths syllabus.  
 
www.methodmaths.com: This website can be used to work through exam papers, for both the new and old 
Mathematics syllabus. Immediate feedback is given and more complex exam questions can be broken down 
into stages to help develop exam technique. 

 
Each pupil has been given a unique username and password for these online resources which are recorded in 
their planner at the beginning of the academic year. Pupils may also be set work specifically by their class 
teacher from these sites. 

Learning and Career Pathways:  
What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 
A Level Mathematics 
A Level Accountancy 
Personal Finance 
 
What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 
Possible University Courses 
Mathematics, Statistical Research, Mathematics with a wide range of other subjects, Engineering, Accountancy 
and ICT Degrees 
 
 
Possible Careers 
Finance, ICT, Teaching, Engineering and Accountancy 

http://www.mathswatchvle.com/
http://www.methodmaths/
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Combined Science 
Subject: Combined Science    Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: Edexcel   Specification Code: 1SC0  Qualification: GCSE  

  

Curriculum Manager: I Maguire  KS4 Subject Lead: Y Fazl-Iavassani 

Teaching Staff: T Carey, F Fazl-lavassani, S Fernandes, B Flatman, M Fox, P Gill, I Hughes, A Lipska,  
I Maguire, A Mee, J Mercer, C Quinn, E Rawes, M Reeve & P Thomas 

  

Curriculum Rationale:   
The vision for science is “to develop ambitious and resilient learners who exceed expectations and can 
apply their working knowledge of science in a modern-day world”.  In order to achieve this vision, the 
curriculum is designed around threshold concepts to ensure that every pupil has the opportunity to become 
experts in Science. The Combined Science curriculum is an inclusive 9-1 GCSE that allows pupils to enjoy 
science and have success in the subject.  Every pupil is different, and although the course covers the 
same science content at both higher and foundation tier, the school is able to structure the course to both 
support and stretch all pupils. The Combined Science specification includes a selection of core practical 
experiments, which are designed to help bring science learning to life. The curriculum is carefully 
constructed to build on prior knowledge and revisit key ideas, which provides the opportunity to consolidate 
knowledge in order to truly master the subject.  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  

● CC5/CC6/CC7 - Ionic 
bonding/Covalent bonding/ 
Types of substance   

● CC1/CC2 - States of matter/ 
Methods of separating and 
purifying substances   

● CP2 - Forces and motion 
● CB2 - Cells and control  
● CP3 - Conservation of 

energy   

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  

● CC8 - Acids and alkalis   
● CB3 - Genetics   
● CP4/CP5 – Waves/Light and 

EM spectrum   
● CC10/CC11/CC12 - 

Electrolytic processes/ 
Obtaining and using metals/ 
Reversible reactions and 
equilibria   

● CB4 - Natural selection and 
genetic modification 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

• CP6 - Radioactivity   

• CC9 - Calculations 
involving masses 

• CB5 - Health, disease and 
the development of 
medicine   

• CP7/CP8 – Forces doing 
work/forces and their 
effects 

 

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course 
Content:  

• CB6 - Plant structures and 
their functions 

• CC13/CC14/CC15 Groups in 
the periodic table/Rates of 
reaction/Heat energy changes 
in chemical reactions   

• CP9 Electricity and circuits   

• CB7 Animal coordination, 
control and homeostasis   

• CC16/CC17 Fuels/Earth and 
atmospheric science  
CP10/CP11 Magnetism and 
the motor effect/ 
Electromagnetic induction  
 
 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  

• CB8 Exchange and transport 
in animals   

• CP12/CP13 Particle 
model/forces and matter   

• CB9 Ecosystems and 
material cycles    

• Paper 1 and Paper 2 revision 
for the GCSE exams   

 

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

• Paper 1 and Paper 2 
revision for the GCSE 
exams   
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Assessment Overview:  

● Assessment (test) at the end of each half term 
● Extended writing assessment task (6-mark question) each half term 
● One mock exam at the end of Year 10  
● Two mock exams in Year 11 
● Exam question practice in lesson 

All assessments and mock exams are available at higher tier (grades 99-43) and foundation tier (grades 
55-11) 

 Homework and Revision Guidance: 

● One piece of homework per week – set on Bromcom 
● Science revision sessions provided after school Tuesday to Friday 

● Learning/revision resources provided via Google Classroom 

Learning and Career Pathways: 
Studying Combined Science offers a wide variety of further education, higher education and apprenticeship 
pathways. For example, pupils can go on to study A levels in sciences, or follow a vocational route by 
taking courses such as Applied Science, Forensic Science, Sports Science or Forestry. 

At university pupils can go on to study a very wide range of degree subjects such as Agriculture, 
Astronomy, Biology, Biochemistry, Chemistry, Ecology, Genetics, Meteorology, Microbiology, Physics and 
Zoology.   

Careers pathways that science can support are also incredibly varied. For example, studying science can 
lead to careers in medicine, veterinary, engineering, pharmacology, dentistry, teaching, physical therapy, 
optometry and environmental science. 
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Spanish  
Subject: Spanish  Subject: Spanish  

Examination Board: Edexcel Examination Board: Edexcel  Examination Board: Edexcel  

  

Curriculum Manager:  I Loynd    

Teaching Staff:  I Loynd, S Esgaio, S McSweeney, M Paisey, Y Ruiz & S Molina 

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
The Dean Trust KS4 languages curriculum builds on the National Curriculum and has been designed in line 

with the Edexcel GCSE in Modern Foreign Languages. Our aim is to enable all pupils to acquire the linguistic 

skills and cultural knowledge to communicate in another language and appreciate the values of global 

citizenship.  

We believe that learning an additional language provides a social, cultural and educational experience for all 

pupils. Pupils will explore a variety of engaging and diverse themes whilst developing competencies in listening, 

reading, speaking, writing and translation. A strong grammatical core underpins the languages curriculum 

allowing pupils to communicate in an increasingly spontaneous manner as they traverse key stages and 

complete their GCSE course.  

The KS4 curriculum has been carefully designed to ensure pupils reach their full potential whilst exploring a 

wide range of exciting, contemporary topics across six main thematic contexts: 

1. My personal world 

2. Lifestyle and wellbeing 

3. My neighbourhood 

4. Media and technology 

5. Studying and my future 

6. Travel and tourism 

 

Within these thematic contexts, pupils will be required to listen, speak, read and write about the following topics: 

family 
 

friends relationships equality 

physical well-being 
 

mental well-being food and drink sports 

places in town 
 

shopping transport the natural world 

environmental 
issues 

social media and 
gaming 

future opportunities 
(e.g. work, travel) 

school 

music 
 

TV and film accommodation tourist attractions 

 

 

 
Assessment Overview:   

  Paper 1: Speaking Paper 2: 
Listening 

Paper 3: 
Reading 

Paper 4: Writing 
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What’s 
assessed?
  

Students will be 
assessed using the 
following tasks: 
● Reading aloud 
● Role play 
● Picture card and 

discussion 

Students are 
assessed on 
their 
understanding 
of standard 
spoken 
Spanish in 
formal and 
informal 
contexts, and 
familiar and 
unfamiliar 
settings. 

Students are 
assessed on 
their 
understanding 
of written 
Spanish across 
a range of 
genres and in 
both formal and 
informal 
contexts. 

Students are 
assessed on 
their ability to 
communicate 
effectively and 
with accuracy 
through writing 
in Spanish for a 
variety of 
purposes, in 
both formal and 
informal 
contexts, 
and for a range 
of audiences. 

How is it 
assessed?
  
  
  

Foundation: 7- 9 min 
+ 15 mins preparation 
time  
Higher: 10–12 min + 
15 mins preparation 
time  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
● 50 marks in total 

(both tiers)  
● 25% of GCSE  

Foundation: 45 
minutes, 
including 5 
minutes of 
reading time. 
Higher: 1 hour, 
including 5 
minutes of 
reading time 
Section A: 
Listening 
Comprehension 
(40 marks) 
Section B: 
Dictation (10 
marks) 
 
● 50 marks in 

total (both 
tiers) 

● 25% of 
GCSE  

Foundation: 45 
min, 50 marks 
Higher: 1 hour,  
Section A: 
Reading 
comprehension 
(40 marks) 
Section B: 
Translation (10 
marks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
● 50 marks in 

total (both 
tiers) 

● 25% of GCSE  

Foundation: 1 hr 15 
mins 
Higher: 1hr 20 
mins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
● 50 marks in 

total (both tiers) 
● 25% of GCSE  

  

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
Homework tasks form an integral part of the Spanish GCSE, and these tasks are set on a weekly basis on the 
‘Bromcom app. Pupils will be set a variety of homework tasks including ‘flipped learning’ tasks using online 
platforms such as Seneca Learning and Memrise with the aim of supporting and enhancing pupils in-class 
learning. Afterschool revision sessions will be offered to all pupils alongside whole school revision and 
intervention timetables. 

Learning and Career Pathways:   

People with language skills are highly employable in the modern world. They are highlighted as talented, skilful 

and successful people, with a broad outlook on life. 

Further Education: 

A Level Spanish, Ab-initio courses in other foreign languages, courses directly related to employment in the 

travel and tourism industry. 

Possible University Courses:  

Spanish, Business, Law and languages. 

Career pathways may include: business, administration, translation and Interpreting, travel and tourism, 
import and export industry, journalism, engineering and teaching. 
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Personal Development  
Subject: Personal Development Curriculum  Year 10 and Year 11  

Personal Development is a compulsory subject for all pupils and is not an accredited course.  It is a combination 
of PSHE, relationship and sex education, citizenship, careers information, advice and guidance, British values 
and Religious Studies, which are statutory for pupils to continue the study of from Year 7-11. GCSE Religious 
Studies is the optional Religious Studies subject.  It is a continuation of the support provided at KS3 and sits 
alongside our pastoral programme.   

  

Curriculum Manager: J Senior  KS4 Subject Lead: J Senior   

Teaching Staff: J Senior, L Spencer, D Gallagher, L Rutley, M Edwards & S Speakman   

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
To embrace the challenges of creating a happy and successful adult life, pupils need knowledge that will enable 
them to make informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships and to build their self-esteem. 
Pupils can also put this knowledge into practice as they develop the capacity to make sound decisions when 
facing risks, challenges and complex contexts. Everyone faces difficult situations in their lives. These subjects 
can support young people to develop resilience, to know how and when to ask for help, and to know where to 
access support. 
 
In Key Stage 4, pupils deepen knowledge and understanding, extend and rehearse skills, and further explore 
attitudes, values and attributes acquired during Key Stage 3. The Personal Development curriculum reflects the 
fact that pupils are moving towards an independent role in adult life, taking on greater responsibility for 
themselves and others.  As such, preparation for working life and the world of work, feature throughout the 5 
year course and culminate in pupils’ readiness to progress Post-16.    
 
The curriculum continues to follow the themes of ‘relationships’, ‘living in the wider world’, and ‘health and 
wellbeing’.  In addition, at Key Stage 4, Religious Studies is integrated into the modules whereby pupils can 
contemplate big life questions and develop their moral compass, considering various religious and non-religious 
perspectives. 
 
The subject will be delivered in one period per week.   
This course is compulsory for all pupils – please note this is not a qualification.  

Year 10 Term 1 - Course 
Content:  

● Has the media ruined 
love? 

● What is a life worth? 
 

Year 10 Term 2 - Course Content:  
● Do the ends justify the means? 
● Does charity begin at home? 

Year 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

● What makes a 
terrorist? 

● Am I ready for a 9 
to 5? 

Year 11 Term 1-Course 
Content: 

● What’s next? 
● What are the ethics of 

now? 

Year 11 Term 2 - Course Content:  
● Is an ‘eye for an eye’ still 

relevant today? 
● Can you be an individual in a 

partnership? 

Year 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

● Is blood thicker 
than water? 

Assessment Overview:  
Pupils are assessed at the end of each unit using internal grade descriptors of Advanced, Secure, 
Developing and Foundation to indicate where further support and guidance may be required.  

Homework and Revision Guidance:  

Learning and Career Pathways:   
This course lends itself to progression into a range of person-centred careers such as: politics, teaching, social 
work, health and other community-based career pathways.  
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Physical Education (Core Pe) 
Subject: Physical Education (CORE PE)   Year 10 and Year 11  

Core PE is a compulsory subject for all pupils, it is not an option subject and is not an accredited course. Those 
pupils who wish to follow an accredited course in PE are asked to select or OCR sport as their optional PE 
subjects.  

  

Curriculum Manager: D Locke KS4 Subject Lead: D Locke 

Teaching Staff: D Locke, A Doody, J Jackson, S Henderson, R Worsfold, N Parry, I Milner, C Connolly,  
J Lawson, R Lloyd, M Pemberton, C Stabler & R Bruce    

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
All pupils in Year 10 and 11 will take part in two lessons of core physical education every week, which is in line 
with National Curriculum statutory requirements.  

Course Content:  
All pupils in Year 10 and 11 follow a course of study that will continue to improve their physical literacy skills and 
techniques covered in the KS3 curriculum. Pupils will have a total of two lessons of core curriculum PE each 
week and study a range of sports and leisure activities from games, gymnastics (including trampolining) and 
health/fitness-based activities (including fitness / weight training).  
  
During Key Stage 4, pupils tackle complex and demanding activities and apply their knowledge of skills, 
techniques and effective performance; they will be involved in physical activity that enables them to focus on 
competitions, promotion of health and wellbeing and developing personal fitness levels. They will take on the role 
of performer, coach and official.  
  
Within games, pupils will be taught to play competitive games using advanced techniques and skills specific to 
the game played and respond effectively to changing situations within the game.  
  
In gymnastic activities (including trampolining), pupils will be taught to compose and perform sequences applying 
set criteria. They will be encouraged to use advanced techniques and skills with precision and accuracy in 
completing sequences.  
  
All pupils will gain a knowledge and understanding of health and fitness. They will be taught how preparation, 
training and fitness relate to and affect performance. They will also be shown how to design and carry out training 
programmes that have specific purposes and the importance of exercise to personal, social and mental health 
and wellbeing. Further to this, all pupils will monitor and develop their own training programmes to be used in 
school and when exercising outside of school.  
  
Pupils will only be excused from lessons with a doctors/hospital medical exemption certificate.  
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History 
Subject: History    Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: Edexcel   Specification Code:  Qualification: GCSE  

  

Curriculum Manager: T Ebbrell  Head of History: C Millar  

Teaching Staff: C Millar, S Robson, F Hughes, R Norton, C Parker & E Leggett  

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
We believe in the importance of learning from history. That is why we have chosen a specification that enables 
pupils to study different aspects of the past, so they can engage with key issues such as conflict, to understand 
what drives change and how the past influences the present.  
 
Why study history? People live in the present. They plan for the future. History, however, is the study of the 
past, which not only provides us with the reasoning for the present day, but enables us to learn from past 
mistakes to better our future and create a better society.  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
● Crime and Punishment in 

Britain, c1000–present  
● c1000–c1500: Crime and 

punishment in medieval 
England  

● c1500–c1700: Crime and 
punishment in early 
modern England  

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content:  
● Crime and Punishment in 

Britain, c1000–present  
● c1700–c1900: Crime and 

punishment in eighteenth- 
and nineteenth century 
Britain  

● c1900–present: Crime and 
punishment in modern 
Britain  

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

● Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman England, 
c1060–88  

● Anglo-Saxon England 
and the Norman 
Conquest, 1060–66  

● William I in power: 
securing the kingdom, 
1066–87  

● Norman England, 
1066–88  

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
● The American West, 

c1835-c1895  
● The early settlement of 

the West, c1835–c1862  
● Development of the 

plains, c1862–c1876  
● Conflicts and conquest, 

c1876–c1895  

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content:  
The USA, 1954–75: conflict at 
home and abroad  
The development of the civil 
rights movement, 1954–60  
Protest, progress and radicalism, 
1960–75  
  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

The USA, 1954–75: conflict at 
home and abroad  
US involvement in the 
Vietnam War, 1954–75  
  
External examinations  

Assessment Overview:  
The qualification is assessed over three papers 
Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment – 1hour and 15 mins – 30% of the qualification 
Paper 2 – Anglo-Saxons & Normans and American West – 1hour and 45 mins – 40% of the qualification  
Paper 3 - The USA, 1954–75: Conflict at Home and Abroad – 1 hour and 15 mins – 30% of the qualification 

Homework and Revision Guidance:  
Pupils may expect to receive one piece of homework per week to complement and extend the classroom 
learning. This may include reading, research or a combination of retrieval practice and examination 
questions. Homework will also utilise revision programmes such as Quizzlet and Seneca.    

Learning and Career Pathways:   
Pupils who take History at GCSE go on to study a broad range of subjects in further education, due to the 
skills that history provides. Many pupils go on to study A levels, particularly Law, Psychology or Sociology 
and in recent years, many have found history to be a complimentary subject to science and mathematics to 
provide a broad and balanced curriculum.    
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Geography 
Subject: Geography   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: AQA  Specification Code: 8035  Qualification: GCSE  

  

Curriculum Manager: T Ebbrell  Head of Geography: T Ebbrell  

Teaching Staff: T Ebbrell, M Horridge, D Kavanagh, H Parkinson, E Wild & R Worsfold  

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
Geography is a unique subject; it allows you to study the impacts on the environment and how the 
environments effect on us. GCSE Geography covers a wide choice of exciting, contemporary topics reflecting 
the world we live in, with greater focus on climate change, sustainability and the geographical skills that 
employers expect. This exciting course is based on a balanced framework of physical and human geography. 
It allows students to investigate the link between the two themes, and approach and examine the battles 
between the man-made and natural worlds.  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
 Content: Changing Economic 
World –   
The development gap  
A newly emerging economy  
The changing UK economy  
 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course  
Urban Issues and 
Challenges –  
The urban world  
Urban change in the UK  
Sustainable urban 
development  
 

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
Challenge of Natural Hazards – 
Tectonic hazards  
Weather hazards  
Climate change  
  

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content:   
Physical Landscapes –   
UK landscapes  
Processes, landforms and 
management  
Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
Challenge of Natural Hazards – 
Tectonic hazards  
Weather hazards  
Climate change  
  

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
The Living World –   
Ecosystems   
Tropical rainforests  
Hot deserts  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content:  
Managing Resources –   
Resource management – food, 
water and energy.  
Supply, insecurity and sustainable 
issues.   
Geographical applications  
  

Assessment Overview:  
GCSE Geography is assessed by 3 written examinations at the end of Year 11. Paper 1 Living with the 
Physical Environment 35% of GCSE 1hr 30mins, Paper 2 Challenges in the Human Environment 35% of 
GCSE 1hr 30mins. Paper 3 Geographical Applications 30% of GCSE 1hr 15mins.    

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
Homework is an integral part of GCSE Geography, with weekly homework set through Bromcom/My Child 
at School or Google Classroom. It is recommended that pupils read around the subject areas to improve 
their own knowledge and understanding. After school revision sessions will be offered to all pupils alongside 
whole school revision and intervention timetables.   

Learning and Career Pathways:   
Further Education 
Geography, Business, Economics, BTEC Higher Courses – Courses directly related to employment in the 
travel and tourism industry. 
Possible University Courses  
Degree in Geography, Geology, Earth Sciences, Sociology, Business and Economics.  
Possible Careers  
Business, administration, government, environmental agencies, oil industry, accountancy and 
management. Geographers are seen as having a wide skills base with very employable attributes.  
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Triple Science 
Subject: Triple Science     Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: Edexcel   Specification Code: 1BI0, 1CH0, 1PH0  Qualification: GCSE  

  

Curriculum Manager: I Maguire  

Teaching Staff: B Flatman, M Fox, P Gill, I Hughes, J Mercer, E Rawes, M Reeve & P Thomas 

  

Curriculum Rationale:  

The vision for Triple Science is “to develop ambitious and resilient learners who exceed expectations and can 
apply their working knowledge of science in a modern-day world”.  In order to achieve this vision, the curriculum 
is designed around threshold concepts to ensure that every pupil has the opportunity to become experts in the 
three sciences. The Triple Science curriculum is an inclusive suite of three GCSE subjects that allows pupils to 
enjoy lessons in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, whilst achieving success in the subjects.   

Every pupil is different, and although the courses cover the same science content at both higher and foundation 
tier, the school is able to structure the courses to both support and stretch all pupils. The Triple science 
specifications include a selection of core practical experiments, which are designed to help bring science 
learning to life. The curriculum is carefully constructed to build on prior knowledge and revisit key ideas, which 
provides the opportunity to consolidate knowledge in order to truly master the subject.  

Yr10 Term 1 - Course 
Content: 

● SB1 - Key concepts in 
biology 

● SB2 - Cells and control 
 
● SC1 - States of matter 
● SC2 - Methods of separation 

and purifying substances 
● SC5-7 - Ionic bonding/ 

Covalent bonding/ Types of 
substances  

 
● SP2 - Motion and forces 
● SP3 - Conservation of 

energy 

Yr10 Term 2 - Course Content: 

● SB3 - Genetics 
● SB4 - Natural selection and 

genetic modification 
 
● SC8 - Acids and alkalis 
● SC9 - Calculations involving 

masses  
 
● SP4 - Waves  
● SP5 - Light and the 

electromagnetic spectrum  
● SP6 - Radioactivity 

Yr10 Term 3 - Course Content: 

● SB5 - Health, disease and the 
development of medicine 

● SB6 - Plant structures and their 
functions 

 
● SC10-13 - Electrolytic 

processes/ Obtaining and using 
metals/ Reversible reactions 
and equilibria/ Transition 
metals, alloys and corrosion 

● SC14-16 - Quantitative 
analysis/ Dynamic equilibria, 
calculations involving volume of 
gases /Chemical cells and fuel 
cells 

 
● SP7 - Astronomy 
● SP8 - Energy - forces doing 

work 
● SP9 - Forces and their effects 
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Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
● SB7 - Animal coordination, control 

and homeostasis 

● SB8 - Exchange and transport in 

plants 

 

● SC17-19 - Groups in the periodic 

table/ Rates of reaction/ Heat 

energy changes in chemical 

reactions 

● SC20-21 – Fuels/ Earth and 

atmospheric science 

 

● SP10-11 - Electricity and circuits/ 

Static electricity 

● SP12-13 - Magnetism and the 

motor effect/ Electromagnetic 

induction   

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
● SB9 - Ecosystems and 

material cycles 

 

● SC22-24 – Hydrocarbons/ 

Alcohols and carboxylic acids/ 

Polymers 

● SC25-26 - Qualitative 

analysis: test for ions/ Bulk 

and surface properties of 

matter, including 

nanoparticles 

 

● SP14-15 - Particle model/ 

Forces and matter 

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

● Paper 1 and Paper 2 revision 

for the GCSE exams 

 

Assessment Overview (Each Subject):  

● Assessment (test) at the end of each half term 

● Extended writing assessment task (6-mark question) each half term 

● One mock exam at the end of Year 10  
● Two mock exams in Year 11 

● Exam question practice in lesson 
All assessments and mock exams are available at higher tier (grades 9-3) and foundation tier (grades 5-1)  

Homework and Revision Guidance: 

● One piece of homework per subject per week – set on Bromcom 

● Triple Science revision sessions provided after school Tuesday to Thursday 

● Learning/revision resources provided via Google Classroom 

● Revision guides available to purchase from science faculty 

Learning and Career Pathways: 

Studying Triple Science offers a wide variety of further education, higher education and apprenticeship 
pathways. For example, pupils can go on to study A levels in sciences, or follow a vocational route by taking 
courses such as Applied Science, Forensic Science, Sports Science or Forestry. 

At university pupils can go on to study a very wide range of degree subjects such as Agriculture, Astronomy, 
Biology, Biochemistry, Chemistry, Ecology, Genetics, Meteorology, Microbiology, Physics and Zoology.   

Careers pathways that science can support are also incredibly varied. For example, studying science can lead 
to careers in medicine, veterinary, engineering, pharmacology, dentistry, teaching, physical therapy, optometry 
and environmental science. 
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Religious Studies  
(GCSE Option) 

Subject: Religious Studies (RS)   Year Group: Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: EDEXCEL Specification Code: 1RBO/ ZN  Qualification: GCSE  

 

Curriculum Manager: J Senior  KS4 Subject Lead: L Spencer   

Teaching Staff: L Spencer & J Senior   

 

Curriculum Rationale:  
In Religious Studies we student the history, main teachings and practices of the worlds two largest religions, 
Christianity and Islam. These are explored in depth alongside and non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and 
humanism. The aim of this course is to enable young people explore questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, 
truth, and their influence on human life. By reflecting on a range of ethical issues, pupils learn to apply these 
viewpoints can develop their own answers to the 'big ideas' of the world around us. We prepare pupils for life in 
a pluralistic and global world by understanding the way religious people and non-religious people act and 
encouraging pupils to develop a strong sense of respect and tolerance of diversity.  Importantly, Religious Studies 
provides young people with the ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and structured written 
arguments that disect moral and philosophical issues and see the bigger picture of the world around us.  
Ultimately developing respect and tolerance of diversity and appreciation of cultural difference.  

Yr 10- Term 1 - Course 
Content:  
Unit 1: Religion & ethics  
● Focus on Christianity 

and moral issues  
● Topic 1 Christian 

beliefs 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content:  
Unit 1: Religion & ethics  
● Focus on Christianity and 

moral issues  
● Topic 2 Marriage & family life  

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content:  
Unit 1: Religion & ethics  
● Focus on Christianity and 

moral issues  
● Topic 3 Living Christian life  
● Topic 4 Matters of life & death  

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course 
Content:  
Unit 2: Religion: peace & 
conflict 
● Focus on Islam  
● Topic 1 Muslim beliefs  

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content:  
Unit 2: Religion, peace & conflict 
● Focus on Islam  
● Topic 2 Crime & punishment  
● Topic 3 Living Muslim life  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content:  
Unit 2: Religion: peace & conflict 
● Focus on Islam  
● Topic 4 Peace & conflict  
● Revision and exam 

preparation  

Assessment Overview:  
On-going assessment throughout the course will include practice exam questions including short, medium and 
essay questions. 100% Examination externally assessed. 2 Exams lasting 1.45mins, both taken in Year 11, 
equal in value.  Paper 1: Religion & Ethics (Christianity); Paper 2: Religion: Peace & conflict (Islam)  

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
On-going examination preparation and revision will dominate the focus for homework utilising online platforms 
such as Google Classroom.  Pupils will be required to complete approximately 30 minutes of RS homework per 
week to support their progress with classwork.  After school revision sessions will be offered to all pupils 
alongside whole school revision using both face-to-face and remote delivery and individual intervention 
timetables.  

Learning and Career Pathways:  
This qualification lends itself to progression into a range of careers such as:  

▪ Civil Servant  
▪ Teacher  
▪ Charity worker  
▪ Social worker  
▪ Medical practitioner  
▪ Legal professional  
▪ Police officer  

POST-16 PROGRESSION EXAMPLES:  
▪ A-level Philosophy, Theology, Ethics, 

Sociology, Law, Politics, History, English.  
▪ Uniformed Services  
▪ BTEC Ext Diploma in Health and Social Care  
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Psychology 

Subject: Psychology  Year Group: Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: Edexcel  Specification Code: 1PSO Qualification: GCSE  

 

Curriculum Manager: J Senior  KS4 Subject Lead: M Edwards  

Teaching Staff: M Edwards & D Gallagher  

Curriculum Rationale:  
Psychology is a unique subject that helps pupils to develop an enquiring mind and to understand the complexities 
of human behaviour and develop a deeper understanding of psychological principles. Psychology lessons help 
pupils to go beyond their experience of passive living and analyse the behaviour of others around them. Studying 
psychology creates critical thinkers, pupils develop the skills to evaluate in light of the evidence provided to them 
through theories and studies. It challenges pupils to develop an independent approach to thought and enquiry 
that is transferable to any discipline or situation.  

Year 1 Term 1 - Course 
Content: Memory  
 

● Memory: the information 
processing approach; stages 
of memory including short-
term and long-term memory   

● The Multi-store model of 
memory Study: Peterson and 
Peterson (1959)   

● Bartlett’s theory of 
reconstructive memory   

● Study: Bartlett’s (1932) War 
of the ghosts   

● Amnesia 
● Reductionism & holism  
 
 
Development  
 
●  Developmental stages   

● Early brain development 

●  Piaget’s developmental theory 

including evaluation of theory 

● Study: Piaget and Inhelder 

(1956)   

● Dweck’s mindset theory   

● Study: Gunderson et al. (2013)   

● Willingham’s learning theory of 

development  

● Evaluation of Willingham’s 

theory Issues and debates: 

moral development   

● Complete moral development  

 

Year 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content: Psychological 
problems  
●  Introduction to mental health 

issues, depression and 

addiction;  

● Description of symptoms   

●  Diagnosis and International 

Classification of Diseases (ICD)   

●  Depression: genetic 

explanation   

●  Depression: cognitive 

explanation   

● Study: Caspi et al. (2003)   

●  Addiction: genetic explanation   

●  Addiction: learning explanation   

●  Cognitive Behavioural Therapy 

(CBT) as a therapy for both 

depression and for addiction   

●  Drug treatments Study: Young 

(2007)  

● Nature/nurture issues  

The brain and Neuropsychology   

● anatomy of the brain  

● Synapses and 

neurotransmitters   

● Brain lateralisation  

● Brain lateralisation Study: 

Sperry (1968 

●  Neurological damage and its 

effects   

●  Neurological damage and its 

effects   

●  Study: Damasio et al. (1994) 

Year 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content: Social Influence 
 
●  Bystander behaviour   

● Factors affecting bystander 

behaviour including personal 

and situational factors   

● Study: Piliavin et al. (1969) 

● Conformity - Factors affecting 

conformity including personal 

and situational factors   

● Study: Zimbardo’s prison 

experiment (1973)   

● Obedience - factors affecting 

obedience including personal 

and situational factors   

● Behaviour of crowds, 

deindividuation, pro- and anti- 

social behaviour  

● Blind obedience and how to 

prevent it   

● Cultural, social, personal and 

situational factors   
 

 

● End of Year assessment  
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Year 11 Term 1 - Course 
Content: Criminal Psychology 
 

● Operant conditioning  

● Social Learning Theory  

● Study: Bandura, Ross and Ross 

(1961)   

● Study: Charlton et al. (2000) 

● Biological explanation of 

criminality (Eysenck)  

● Punishment and recidivism 

● Treating offenders  

Year 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content: Sleep 
 

● Function of sleep  

●  Internal and external factors 

affecting sleep   Study: Siffre 

(1975)  

● Sleep disorders  

● Freud’s theory of dreaming 

● Study: Freud’s Little Hans 

(1909)   

●  Hobson & MacCarley theory     

Year 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content: 
 
Revision and Final Examination  
 

Assessment Overview:  
GCSE Psychology is assessed by 2 written examinations at the end of Year 11  

Paper 1 is a written examination of 1 hour and 45 minutes which is 55% of the overall qualification worth 98 

marks which assesses a range of psychological studies.  

Paper 2 is a written examination of 1 hour and 20 minutes which is 45% of the qualification worth 79 marks 

which assesses psychological research methods and the two centre-selected optional units covering sleep and 

dreaming as well as criminal psychology.  

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
Home learning is an integral part of GCSE Psychology, with weekly home learning tasks set through either 

Bromcom or Google Classroom. It is recommended that pupils will read around the subject areas to improve 

their own knowledge and understanding. After school revision sessions will be offered to all pupils alongside 

whole school revision using both face-to-face and remote delivery and individual intervention timetables.  

Learning and Career Pathways:  
This qualification lends itself to progression into a range of careers such as:  
 

● Clinical psychologist  

● Counselling psychologist  

● Educational psychologist  

● Forensic psychologist  

● Further education teacher  

● Health psychologist  

● High intensity therapist  

● Occupational psychologist  

● Psychological wellbeing practitioner  

● Sport and exercise psychologist  
 

POST-16 PROGRESSION EXAMPLES:  
● A-level Philosophy, Sociology, Law & 

Psychology 
● A-level or BTEX Ext Diploma in Health and 

Social Care 
● Advanced Level Apprenticeship in Childcare 
● Healthcare Science T Level 
● Childcare & Education Technical Diploma 

NCFE Level 3  
● BTEX Diploma in Law and Criminology 
● Sport & Exercise Sciences Level 3 Subsidiary 

Diploma 
● L3 Applied Psychology BTEC  
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Child Development 
Subject: Child Development  Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: OCR  
  

Specification Code: J809 Qualification 
number: 603/7114/6  

Qualification: Cambridge 
Nationals Level 1/2   

  

Curriculum Manager: J Senior KS4 Subject Lead: S Speakman 

Teaching Staff:   J Senior, H Parkinson & S Speakman 

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
The Cambridge National in Child Development covers all aspects of child development and parental 
responsibility, from conception to five years. Learners develop the essential theoretical knowledge and 
practical skills needed to create the best conditions for a child’s development and well-being.  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
R057 Topic Area 4: Childhood 
illnesses and a child safe 
environment   
R058: Topic Area 1: Creating a 
safe environment in a childcare 
setting  

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
R058: Topic Area 2: Choosing 
suitable equipment for a 
childcare setting  
R058: Topic Area 3: Nutritional 
needs of children from birth to 
five years  
  

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content:  
R059: Topic Area 1: Physical, 
intellectual and social 
developmental norms from one to 
five years  
R059: Topic Area 2: Stages and 
types of play and how play benefits 
development  
R057: Y10 internal examinations  

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
R059: Topic Area 3: Observe the 
development of a child aged one to 
five years  
R059: Topic Area 4: Plan and 
evaluate play activities for a child 
aged one to five years for a chosen 
area of development  

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
R057 Topic Area 1: Pre-
conception health and 
reproduction  
R057 Topic Area 2: Antenatal 
care and preparation for birth  
  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content:  
R057 Topic Area 3: Postnatal 
checks, postnatal care and the 
conditions for development  
R057 Revision and examination 
preparation.  
R058 and R059 Non-Examined 
Assessed units OCR moderated  
R057: External examination  

Assessment Overview:  
Course Components:   
40% Externally Assessed Unit R057: health and well-being for child development. Written paper 1 hour and 
15 minutes. 30% non-examined assessed unit, OCR-moderated R058: create a safe environment and 
understand the nutritional needs of children from birth to five years.  30% non-examined assessed unit, OCR-
moderated R059: understand the development of a child from one to five years.     

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
One homework task is assigned per week, each task will take 20/30 minutes to complete, homework can 
be completed via the virtual platform (Google Classroom)  

▪ Remote learning is completed via Google Classroom, all teaching resources and homework is available for 
reference and completion each week.  

Learning and Career Pathways: This qualification lends itself to progression into a range of careers such as:  
● Midwife  
● Health visitor  
● Medical practitioner  
● Early years practitioner/teacher  
● Nursery worker/child minder  
● Carer  
● Speech and language therapist  
● Social work/fostering  
● Psychologist  

POST-16 PROGRESSION EXAMPLES:  
● Early years educator apprenticeship  
● A Level Biology/Sociology  
● Level 2 or Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technical in 

Health and Social Care   
● T Level Technical Qualification in Education and 

Childcare   
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Sociology 
Subject: Sociology    Year Group: Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: AQA  Specification Code: 8192  Examination Board: AQA  

  

Curriculum Manager: J Senior  KS4 Subject Lead: L Rutley  

Teaching Staff: L Rutley & L Spencer 

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
GCSE Sociology helps students to gain knowledge and understanding of key social structures, processes and 
issues through the study of families, education, crime and deviance and social stratification. Pupils will develop 
their analytical and communication skills by comparing and contrasting perspectives on a variety of social 
issues, constructing reasoned arguments, making substantiated judgements and drawing conclusions.  
By studying sociology, pupils will develop transferable skills including how to:  

● investigate facts and make deductions  
● develop opinions and new ideas on social issues  
● analyse and better understand the social world.   

Term 1 - Course Content:  
  
Introduction to Sociology-  
key theories:  

● Functionalism  
● Marxism  
● Feminism  

  
Key ideas in Sociology:  
gender, class, culture, race 
social issues, processes and  
structures  
  
The Sociology of Families  

● Family forms  
● Family diversity  
● The functions of the family  
● Conjugal roles  
● The evolution of the family – 

pre-industrial, industrial and 
contemporary   

  

Term 2 - Course Content:  
  
The Family (continued)   

● Criticisms of the family  
● Divorce   
● Theories of divorce  

  
End of unit assessment   
  
Methods of sociological 
research:  

● Research design  
● Sampling  
● Experiments  
● Surveys  
● Questionnaires  
● Interviews  
● Observation   
● Ethnography  
● Case studies   
● Longitudinal studies  
● Quality and quantity   
● Primary and secondary 

sources   
● Practical & Ethical 

issues  
 

Term 3 - Course Content:  
  
The Sociology of Education  

● Functions of Education  
● The relationship between 

education and capitalism  
● The role of education  
● Different types of schools  
● Private versus state school  
● Alternative education  
● Educational achievement   
● Educational policies   
● Social Class 

and educational achievement  
● Gender and educational 

achievement  
● Gender and Subject Choice  
● Ethnicity and educational 

achievement  
  

End of Year assessment  
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Term 1 - Course Content:  
  
The Sociology of Crime  
and Deviance  

● Defining key terms  
● Data on crime: official 

statistics, victim surveys 
and self-report studies  

● Social construct of crime  
● Sociological explanations 

for crime and deviance  
● Theories of crime  
● Informal social control  
● Formal social control  
● Factors affecting criminal 

and deviant behaviour- 
class, gender, ethnicity, 
age  

 
  

Term 2 - Course Content:  
  
The Sociology of Crime and 

Deviance (continued)  
● Debates on crime:  
● treatment of 

young offenders  
● the prison system  
● rehabilitation and 

punishment  
● violent crime and 

sentencing                 
● the media  

  
End of topic assessment  
  
Social Stratification  

● What is social 
stratification?  

● Sociological 
perspectives  

● Socio-economic class  
● Theories on class  

Term 3 - Course Content:  
  
Social stratification  
(continued)  

● Life chances  
● The affluent worker  
● Poverty and deprivation  
● The underclass  
● Globalisation and poverty  
● The Welfare State  
● Weber on power  
● Political power  
● Power relationships  
● Patriarchy  

  
  
Revision and preparation for final 

exams  

Assessment Overview:   
You will complete regular assessments to monitor your progress. This will include practice exam questions 
and end of unit assessments.  The final examination process in Year 11 will include 2x 1hr 45 exam papers  
Paper 1: The sociology of families and education, which is 50% of the overall qualification and worth 
100 marks  
Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification, is which 50% of the overall qualification 
and worth 100 marks  

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
Home learning is an integral part of GCSE Sociology, with weekly home learning tasks set through either 
Bromcom or Google Classroom. It is recommended that pupils will read around the subject areas to improve 
their own knowledge and understanding. Pupils are expected to engage with the news and current affairs 
outside of school in order to understand their learning in the context of the modern world.  After school revision 
sessions will be offered to all pupils. This will utilise ‘face to face’ and remote delivery.   

Learning and Career Pathways:  
This qualification lends itself to progression into a range of careers such as:  

● Community development 
worker  

● Educator  
● International 

aid/development worker  
● Policy officer  
● Social researcher  
● Social worker  
● Youth worker  
● Charity officer  

● Community development 
worker  

● Educator  
● International aid/development 

worker  
● Policy officer  
● Social researcher  
● Social worker  
● Youth worker  
● Charity officer  

● Community development 
worker  

● Educator  
● International 

aid/development worker  
● Policy officer  
● Social researcher  
● Social worker  
● Youth worker  
● Charity officer  

 

  

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/policy-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/youth-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/policy-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/youth-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/policy-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-researcher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/social-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/youth-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-officer
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Computer Science  
Subject: Computer Science   
  

 Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: Edexcel   
  

Specification Code: 601/8058/4  Qualification: GCSE   

  

Curriculum Manager: J Moore KS4 Subject Lead:  A Bott 

Teaching Staff: A Bott, L Lawson & J Moore  

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
Key aspects of the qualification include; computer system architecture, making connections, data 
representation, computational thinking, practice and Python programming.  
  
Paper 1 - Principles of Computer Science - (1hr 30 min Written Exam, 50%).   
This component will introduce learners to the Central Processing Unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, 
wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system software. It is expected that 
learners will become familiar with the impact of computer science in a global context through the study of the 
ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer science.  
  
paper 2 - Application of Computational Thinking - (Exam 50% on screen practical programming exam).   
This unit encourages pupils to apply knowledge and understanding using computational thinking. Pupils will 
be introduced to algorithms and programming, learning about programming techniques, how to produce robust 
programmes, computational logic, translators and facilities of computing languages and data representation. 
Pupils will learn how to design, read, write and debug programs. Throughout the 2-year course able pupils will 
apply their skills to solve real problems and produce readable, robust programs.  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
Algorithms   
Introduction to python   
  

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
Data representation.   
Section and iteration in Python   

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content:  
Computer systems   
Arrays in Python   

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
Networks   
Subprograms in Python   
  

Yr 11 Term 2 - 
Course Content:  
Bigger picture   
Paper 2 revisions   

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content:  
  
Exam preparation    

Assessment Overview:  
• There will be half termly tests on each topic area.  
• Practice paper 2 on screen tests  
• An end of year mock exam  

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
All homework will be set and using Bromcom and submitted on paper, on a revision platform or via Google 
Classroom. All homework will be set using these systems and pupils can access it at home with their 
appropriate log in details.  

Learning and Career Pathways:   
With a GCSE in computer science, you can go onto study A-level Computer Science a range of vocational 
level 3 qualification or apprenticeships. This can also lead to a range of possible career paths including: app 
developer; programmer; IT consultant; cybersecurity consultant; information systems manager; database 
administrator; multimedia programmer; systems analyst; games developer.  
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Photography   

Subject: Photography  
  

 Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: AQA  
  

Specification Code: 601/8058/4  Qualification: GCSE  

  
Curriculum Manager: M Boulton   KS4 Subject Lead: E Ahmed 
Teaching Staff: E Ahmed  

  
Curriculum Rationale:  
GCSE Photography will introduce you to a variety of experiences exploring a range of lens-based and light-
based media, techniques and processes, including both traditional and new technologies. Within the course 
you will explore overlapping and combinations of areas such as portraiture, product photography, Urban 
photography (working from the built or natural environment), still life photography, (working from natural or 
manufactured objects), documentary photography, photojournalism, narrative photography, reportage, fine 
art photography and photography involving a moving image (television, film and animation).  
 
Unit 1 - Portfolio of Work (Coursework 60%)  
Throughout the course, you will work on several theme-based projects for Unit 1, including topics like Product 
Photography, Urban Photography, and a personal project of your choice. You will explore, experiment and 
develop your design ideas using both digital tools, such as Photoshop, and physical techniques like creating 
collages, creating a series of final photographic pieces. Additionally, you will practice a variety of photographic 
techniques, including light drawing, panning (capturing motion), and producing effective images using shutter 
speed and aperture settings. To showcase your work, you will create a digital website to present your portfolio 
for final submission. 
 
Unit 2 - Externally Set Task (10 Hour Practical Exam 40%)  
The exam board, AQA, will provide a question paper featuring a range of starting points and themes. You will 
select one and create a portfolio that incorporates the skills, techniques, and experiments you’ve developed in 
Year 10. You will then have  three months to research, conduct photoshoots, design and develop your ideas, 

concluding in a final piece of artwork that you will produce during the exam.   
Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
Product Photography    

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
Urban Photography  
  

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content:  
Further Studies  

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
Personal Choice Project 
  

Yr 11 Term 2 - 
Course Content:  
Exam preparation work  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content:  
10hr exam  

Assessment Overview:  
● Continuous feedback of portfolio work   
● Practise exams to aid preparation for exam in Year 11  
● An end of year mock exam  

 
Homework and Revision Guidance:   
Pupils complete their homework using Google Classroom or on Bromcom. All homework will be set using 
these systems and pupils can access it at home with their appropriate log in details.  
Learning and Career Pathways:   
Photography can lead to a number of different careers in a range of sectors such as photojournalists, sport 
photographer, commercial photography and journalism.   
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Creative iMedia  

Subject: Creative iMedia  
  

 Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: OCR  
  

Specification 
Code: J834 / 603/7090/7  

Qualification: Level 1/Level 2 
Cambridge National  

  

Curriculum Manager: J Moore 

 

KS4 Subject Lead:  J Moore  

Teaching Staff: J Moore, A Bott, A Pepper & L Lawson 

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
This qualification will assess the application of creative media skills through their practical use. They will 
provide pupils with essential knowledge, transferable skills and tools to improve their learning in other subjects 
with the aims of enhancing their employability when they leave education, contributing to their personal 
development and future economic well-being. The qualifications will encourage independence, creativity and 
awareness of the digital media sector through hands on tasks that help develop secure knowledge and 
understanding from a media perspective.  

R093: Mandatory Unit (terminal external examination)  
This unit is based on Creative iMedia in the media industry and is assessed by a final written exam at the end 
of Year 11. In this unit pupils will you will learn about the media industry, digital media products, how they are 
planned, and the media codes which are used to convey meaning, create impact and engage 
audiences. Pupils will study topics on the media industry, factors influencing product design, pre-production 
planning and distribution considerations. Planning is an essential part of working in the creative and digital 
media sector. This unit will enable pupils to acquire the underpinning knowledge and skills needed to create 
digital media products and gain an understanding of their application. Pupils will cover the purpose and 
content of pre-production materials, how to plan and create these documents and to review these 
documents. materials, how to plan and create these documents and to review these documents.  

R094: Mandatory Unit (NEA)  
  
This coursework-based unit builds on unit 
R093 and pupils will be able to apply the skills, 
knowledge and understanding gained in that 
unit. In this unit pupils will learn to how to 
develop visual identities for clients and use the 
concepts of graphic design to create original 
digital graphics to engage target audiences. 
The topics studied include how develop visual 
identity. how to plan digital graphics for 
products and how to create visual identity and 
digital graphics.  
  
The aim of this unit is for pupils to understand 
the basics of digital graphics editing for the 
creative and digital media sector. They will 
learn where and why digital graphics are used 
and what techniques are involved in their 
creation. This unit will develop pupils' 
understanding of the client brief, time frames, 
deadlines and preparation techniques as part 
of the planning and creation process.  
 

Optional Units (NEA)  
  
R097 – Interactive digital media  
In this unit pupils will learn how to design and create 
interactive digital media products for chosen 
platforms. Pupils will learn to select, edit and repurpose 
multimedia content of different kinds and create the 
structure and interactive elements necessary for an 
effective user experience.   
  
R098 – Visual imaging  
In this unit pupils will learn how to apply the conventions 
of both static and moving images, which make up the 
language of visual imaging and communication. You will 
plan and capture photographs and moving images using 
a digital camera and learn to edit and process 
photographs and video sequences to create meaningful 
products in response to client briefs.  
  
R099 – Digital games   
In this unit pupils will learn to interpret client briefs to 
devise original digital game concepts. Pupils will learn to 
plan digital games effectively and to use a Game Design 
Document to create engagement among developers and 
clients. Pupils will learn to create, edit, test and export 
playable digital games which they have designed.  
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Assessment Overview:  
● 1 externally assessed examination worth 40% of the overall qualification.  
● 2 internally assessed coursework pieces worth 60% of the overall course.  

Homework and Revision Guidance: 
All homework will be set and using Bromcom and submitted on paper, on a revision platform or via Google 
Classroom. Revision for exam content will be delivered using google classroom and notebooks which pupils 
can use to revise.    

Learning and Career Pathways:  
This course has scope for pupils to progress in a variety of pathways for a more academic post 16 route 
pupils could go on to study A Level Media studies. Pupils whose strengths lie within completing coursework 
activities would be able to progress onto a Level 3 BTEC Qualification in Digital or Creative Media.   

  
The careers that are available within the Media industry are vast and wide ranging from TV and Film through 
to web content creator and marketing.  
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GCSE Business Studies 
Subject: GCSE Business Studies   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: Edexcel  Specification Code: 1BS0  Qualification: GCSE  

  

Curriculum Manager: T Green KS4 Subject Lead: T Green   

Teaching Staff: T Green, K Kelly & O Tabaa 

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
GCSE qualifications in business subjects, encourage pupils to be inspired, moved and challenged by 
following a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and gain an insight into related 
sectors.  GCSE qualifications in business subjects enable pupils to:  
Actively engage in the study of business and economics to develop as effective and independent pupils and 
as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.  
Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions to build arguments and make informed 
judgements, develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skill to contemporary issues in a range 
of local, national and global contexts, appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in 
relation to business and economic activities.    
Consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and sustainable.  

Theme 1:  
1.1 Enterprise and Entrepreneurship  
Students are introduced to the dynamic nature of 
business in relation to how and why business ideas 
come about. They also explore the impact of risk and 
reward on business activity and the role of 
entrepreneurship.  
 
1.2 Spotting a Business Opportunity  
Students will explore how new and small businesses 
identify opportunities through understanding customer 
needs and conducting market research. They will also 
focus on understanding the competition.  
 
1.3 Putting a Business Idea into Practice  
This topic focuses on making a business idea happen 
through identifying aims and objectives and 
concentrating on the financial aspects.  
 
1.4 Making the Business Effective  
Students will explore a range of factors that impact on 
the success of the business, including location, the 
marketing mix and the business plan.  
 
1.5 Understanding external Influences on 
Business  
Students are introduced to a range of factors, many of 
which are outside of the immediate control of the 
business, such as stakeholders, technology, legislation 
and the economy. Students will explore how 
businesses respond to these influences.  

Theme 2:  
2.1 Growing the Business  
Students are introduced to methods of growth 
and how and why business aims and objectives 
change as businesses evolve. The impact of 
globalisation and the ethical and environmental 
questions facing businesses are explored.  
 
 2.2 Making Marketing Decisions  
Students will explore how each element of the 
marketing mix is managed and used to inform 
and make business decisions in a competitive 
marketplace.  
 
2.3 Making Operational Decisions  
This topic focuses on meeting customer needs 
through the design, supply, quality and sales 
decisions a business makes 
.  
2.4 Making Financial Decisions  
Students will explore the tools a business has to 
support financial decision making, including ratio 
analysis and the use and limitation of a range of 
financial information.  
 
2.5 Making Human Resource Decisions  
Growing a business means that decisions 
relating to organisational structure, recruitment, 
training and motivation need to be made to 
influence business activity. These aspects are 
considered in this final topic.  
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Assessment Overview:  
Theme 1 - Investigating small businesses - this is assessed through a written exam and is 50% of the total 
mark  
Theme 2 - Building a business - this is assessed through a written exam and is 50% of the total mark  
theme 1 and theme 2 are examined at the end of the course in Year 11 

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
Homework will be given out weekly and in most cases be available from Bromcom with a variety of tasks 
from self-assessing tests, exam style questions, to knowledge organisers, research tasks, business case 
studies and working on Seneca learning. 

Learning and Career Pathways:   
There are a wide range of courses that include aspects of business.  These include Business and Marketing, 
business and accounting, business and IT and business and management.  
Possible careers include accountancy, customer service, sales, marketing and management. 
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Drama 
Subject: Drama   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: AQA  Specification Code: 8261  Qualification: GCSE  

  

Curriculum Manager: D Hall KS4 Subject Lead: D Hall 

Teaching Staff: D Hall & L Smyth  

  

Curriculum Rationale:  
GCSE Drama is a fresh, exciting and vibrant course to study. The department works creatively using drama, 
not only as a means of self-expression, but also to build social skills beyond the classroom to help with future 
careers. We teach both written and practical sessions to enrich the life experiences and well-being of our pupils 
and they look forward to the different elements of the course that each lesson offers.  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
● Introduction to the course  
● Skills and techniques 

workshops  
● Component 2: devising 

drama   

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content:  
● Component 2: devising 

drama 

● Component 2: 
performance  

● Component 2: devising log  

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content:  
● Component 1: preparation 

● Component 2: devising log  
● Live theatre performance  

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
● Component 2: Devising 

Log  
● Component 1 & 3: 

Preparation  

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content:  
● Component 3: preparation  
● Component 3: 

preparation & exam  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content:  
● Component 1: exam  

Assessment Overview:  
Component 1 – Understanding Drama (40%) 
Practically explore and study one complete play text as well as watching a piece of live theatre with an exam 
based on the play and theatre performance you’ve seen.  
Component 2 – Devising Drama Play (40%) 
Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus through a practical and engaging exploration of drama 
with a written evaluation of your work.  
Component 3 – Texts in Practice (20%) 
A completely practical exploration and performance of two sections of a play performed in a group. 

Homework and Revision Guidance:  
Homework will be set to help pupils develop their understanding of certain topics and learn about different 
aspects of theatre in preparation for future lessons/examination aspects. In addition, homework will allow 
pupils to be independent in their research and give them opportunities to retrieve previously learnt information. 
Homework will be set according to the school policy. For the practical parts of the course, lunchtime and/or 
afterschool rehearsals can be attended with group members to help improve their performances leading up 
to assessments for Component 2 and 3 in Year 10 and 11.  

Possible University Courses: 
Performing arts degree courses (Foundation and BA Honours)  
Higher apprenticeships in the arts  
 
Possible Careers:  
Any drama, theatre or TV related careers including; actor, broadcast presenter, dancer, musician, theatre 
director and theatre stage manager.  
In addition, due to the essential life skills that are developed throughout the course, many careers can be 
pursued involving any form of public speaking, communications and media. Colleges and universities 
understand that studying drama can help you become a well-rounded and confident individual.  
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Music 
Subject: Music   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: Eduqas  Specification Code: C660QS  Qualification: GCSE  

  

Curriculum Manager: D Hall  

 Teaching Staff: J Martin  

 

Curriculum Rationale:   
The curriculum is structured to allow musicians at all levels to develop in all three areas; appraisal, 
composition and performance throughout the course. Eduqas covers a wide variety of musical styles and 
genres and provides the flexibility for pupils to learn key language through music they enjoy, even if it is not 
part of the specification.  The composition and performance elements provide a practical industry relevant 
aspect to the course and allows pupils to focus on styles and genres of their choice.   

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
● Introduction to the course  
● Music theory  
● Basic composition skills  
● Music appraisal and 

listening  
 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  

● Introduction free 
composition  

● Music theory  
● Music appraisal and 

listening  
● Study Piece 1; popular 

music  

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

● Free composition  
● Music theory  
● Music appraisal and 

listening  
● Study Piece 2; western 

classical  

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
● Introduction to brief 

composition  
● Music theory  
● Music appraisal and 

listening  
● Study Piece 1; popular 

music  

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  

● Brief composition  
● Music theory  
● Music appraisal and 

listening  
● Study Piece 2; western 

classical  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

● Coursework submissions  
● Revision of key content  
● Preparation for the 

listening and appraising 
exam  

 

Assessment Overview:  
The GCSE is a linear course with all assessment being completed at the end of Year 11.  Pupils will submit 
two compositions (created throughout the two-year course) and two performances, one of which must be 
as part of an ensemble.  
Pupils will sit a listening and appraisal exam. This is externally marked and comprises 8 questions. Two of 
these questions will be on study pieces, which pupils will learn about in their lessons.  

Homework and Revision Guidance:  
Pupils will be expected to attend a weekly instrumental or voice lesson.  They are expected to rehearse for 
their performance assessments on a regular basis and performance progress assessments will take place 
throughout the course.  
Homework will be set weekly in line with school expectations, it will be due in for the following lesson.  
Pupils will be able to access remote learning and revision through school provided IT platforms such as 
Focus on Sound and Noteflight.   

Learning and Career Pathways: 
GCSE Music provides a solid starting point to move onto a wide range of Level 3 courses including A 
Levels, BTECs or other vocational courses.  
There are a wide range of careers which pupils could move into following studying music which are directly 
linked to the subject such as instrumental teachers, DJ, composer, music producer or director or 
teacher.  There are also many career areas not directly linked to the subject which make use of the many 
qualities developed such as medicine, law and accountancy.  
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Dance 
Subject: Dance   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: AQA  Specification Code: 8236  Examination Board: AQA  

  

Curriculum Manager: D Locke KS4 Subject Lead: D Locke  

 Teaching Staff: J Lawson & L Shakespeare-Smyth   

 

Curriculum Rationale:  
GCSE dance offers pupils with a genuine interest and passion for dance with an opportunity to study 
contemporary dance. GCSE Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to 
develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the 
subject. The aim of this syllabus is to develop each pupil’s knowledge, understanding and skills of dance, 
through performance, composition and appreciation of their own and others. Pupils will dance in both practical 
and theoretical scenarios and will be continually assessed throughout the two years of the course. All pupils 
will be assessed in two components:  
  
Performance and choreography (Practical)  

● Pupils will be required to learn a number of set dance phrases and perform them both individually and as part 
of a duet or trio 

● Pupils will learn how to respond creatively to an external stimulus  
  
Dance appreciation (Theoretical)  

● Pupils will learn to critically appreciate their own and others performances   
Pupils will learn a range of dance styles via the completion of a dance anthology made up of 6 professional set 
works 

Course Content:   
● A chance to improve your technical skills as a dancer  
● A chance to develop an understanding of how dance is created both on stage and screen  
● A chance to choreograph and create your own dances  
● A chance to share your skills with others, teaching Dance to younger year groups.  
● A chance to learn about the history of Dance and other theoretical issues  
● A chance to perform both at school events and in the local community.  

  
This course is exciting and something a little bit different. It is mainly practical, but there will be theoretical 
elements and homework. Students will need to be committed to all elements including rehearsals.   
  
Please note that a number of styles of dance will be studied, including contemporary dance. Pupils will be 
encouraged to widen their experience by participating in extra-curricular dance lessons. A dance kit must be 
worn to all practical lessons.  

Assessment Overview:  
Practical (60%) External Assessment (40%)  

Homework and Revision Guidance:  
Pupils will be required to complete weekly homework tasks based upon the development of their 
understanding of the practical and theoretical components of dance in preparation for the assessment of 
performance, choreography and dance appreciation.   

Learning and Career Pathways:  
This course directly leads to a Level 3 qualification in BTEC Performing Arts. This qualification is the equivalent 
of one, two or three A Levels depending upon on the level that you pursue. Pupils can also choose to follow 
an A Level in Dance should they wish to as well.  
Possible university courses include: dance, performing arts and musical theatre.   
Possible careers include: dance theatre, professional dance performing or dance choreography.  
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Sports Studies 
Subject: Sports Studies    Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: OCR  Specification Code: J829  Examination Board: OCR 

  

Curriculum Manager: D Locke  KS4 Subject Lead: D Locke   

Teaching Staff: J Jackson, C Stabler, C Connolly, R Bruce, R Lloyd, I Milner & M Pemberton 

  

Curriculum Rationale:   
OCR Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Studies is an optional subject which is delivered in whole school 
option time and in addition to Core PE. This is a vocational course studied over 2 years and is equivalent to a 
GCSE. It is ideally suited to a person who has a passion for sport, who wants to add more PE to their weekly 
lessons and someone who wants to pursue a career in either the sport or leisure industries. If you choose this 
course you do not have to be an outstanding practical performer, but you must have a passion for practical 
sports participation. It is essential to study this qualification if you are considering a sport related subject in Post-
16.   

Course Content:  
Pupils have the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about different types of sport and physical activity, 
skills development and sports leadership to their own practical performance. They will learn about contemporary 
issues in sport such as funding, participation, ethics and role models, and sport and the media. Pupils will 
develop an appreciation of the importance of sport locally and nationally, different ways of being involved in 
sport and of how this shapes the sports industry.  

Assessment Overview:  
Pupils will be required to complete three units in this subject, which could include:  
 

R184: Contemporary issues in sport - mandatory (M) – examination   
R185: Performance and Leadership in sports activities - (M) 
R186: Sports and the media - optional (O) 
R187: Increasing awareness of outdoor adventurous activities - (O) 
  
Practical Assessment Element:   
This concentrates on developing pupil’s skill levels in two practical sports. Within this they will develop an 
understanding of the roles, rules and responsibilities of officials in two sports. They will also be analysing 
personal performance and the performance of others.   
 

Theoretical Assessment Element:  
The Contemporary Issues in sport unit will involve pupils completing a 1-hour theory examination. The remaining 
units on the course will be assessed using a combination of practical assessments and coursework tasks and 
will consist of you researching certain elements in order to complete assignments.   

Homework and Revision Guidance:  
Homework typically includes a variety of assignments, practice examinations, internet research, revision tasks, 
and quizzes. Pupils will be assigned a Google Classroom account, which provides valuable homework support, 
including lesson resources, mock exam papers, and knowledge organisers. 

Learning and Career Pathways: 
What could it lead to in Sixth Form?  
A-Level PE, Level 3 BTEC Sport or Level 3 BTEC Football Scholarship.   
What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter?  
Possible University Courses  
Sports science, physiotherapy, physical education, sports coaching and sports development.  
Possible Careers  
PE teacher, physiotherapist, sports nutritionist, sports psychologist, sports coaching and sports development.  
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Art, Craft & Design 
Subject: Art, Craft and Design    Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: AQA  Specification Code: 8201, 8202, 8205 & 8206 Qualification: GCSE  

  

Curriculum Manager:  J Forber  KS4 Subject Lead:  J Forber 

Teaching Staff:  J Forber & P Cockayne  

  

Curriculum Rationale:   
Pupils will build on and develop the knowledge, skills and understanding they have learnt at KS3: through 
practical experience and by demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the sources of study including 
artists, designers, craftspeople, cultures or photographers they have researched to inform their creative 
intentions. A range of visual sources will be introduced as stimuli to help pupils develop and apply relevant 
subject specific knowledge and skills, including visual language to enable pupils to record, communicate, 
develop and refine their personal ideas, meanings and creative responses. The intentions of pupils will be 
realised through purposeful engagement with visual language and visual concepts using a variety of 
appropriate media, materials, techniques and working methods. Throughout the art, craft and design 
process pupils will develop the ability to reflect and critically assess and evaluate the effectiveness of their 
work, as it progresses, to help them to realise their personal or meaningful creative intentions in their Unit 
1- Portfolio of work and independently in the unit 2 - external examination.  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
  
Unit 1 Portfolio = 60%  
Project 1- Natural Forms 
 

 
• Develop knowledge, skills 

and understanding of 
sources that relate 
to the theme of study 

• Chester Zoo Natural forms 
research 

• Record ideas and 
observations 

• Experiment, explore and 
develop observations and 
ideas using appropriate 
media, materials, 
techniques and processes 

 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
 
Project 1- Natural Forms 
  

• Record, develop, 
explore, experiment 
and refine ideas using 
visual language related to 
your ideas, and theme. 

• Make connections with 
an artist, designer 
craftspeople or 
photographers you have 
researched. 

• Design and communicate 
creative, personal or 
meaningful intentions 

• Refine and present ideas 
• Create, refine and 

evaluate a final outcome 
that communicates your  
creative, personal or 
meaningful intention that 
relates to the theme and 
connects with the work of 
others 
 
 

 
 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  
 
Project 2- Identity  
 

 
• Develop and 

record knowledge, 
skills and 
understanding of a 
source that relates to 
the theme of study 

• Record ideas and 
observations 

• Experiment, 
explore and develop 
observations and 
ideas using 
appropriate media, 
materials, techniques 
and processes 
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Yr 11 Term 1 - Course 
Content:  
 
Project 2- Identity  
  

• Make connections with 
an artist, designer 
craftspeople or 
photographers you have 
researched. 

• Design and communicate 
creative, personal or 
meaningful intentions  

• Refine and present ideas 
• Create, refine and 

evaluate a final outcome 
that communicates your  
creative, personal or 
meaningful intention that 
relates to the theme and 
connects with the work of 
others 

 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
 
Unit 2 External Exam = 40%  
 

• Exam question chosen 
from the AQA exam 
paper  

• Creative process 
• Record observations and 

ideas using visual 
language 

• Develop ideas by 
researching artists, 
designers and/ or 
craftspeople 

• Explore a variety of 
materials and techniques 
related to the question 
chosen and research 
carried out 

• Plan final personal 
intention / design / 
composition 

• External Exam- 10 hours 
  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  
  

• External Moderation   
• GCSE Summer 

Exhibition   

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
Homework will be set weekly to enable pupils to practise, develop, refine and improve their art and design 
specialist knowledge, skills and creativity independently. Catch-up club will be held after school weekly to 
help, support and challenge pupils to meet deadlines set and make more progress. Exam boosters will be 
timetabled to help pupils to prepare for the unit 2, 10-hour external examination.   

Learning and Career Pathways: 
Sixth Form or College Courses:  
Advanced Art, Craft and Design; Fine Art; Textiles Design; Graphics; Photography or BTEC Art and Design 
Level 3 
 
University Courses: 
Foundation Degree in Art and Design, BA Honours Degree Courses in a chosen specialism.  
 
Possible Careers:  
Graphic designer, UX/UI designer, 3D Artist/ modeler, curator, illustrator, textiles 
designer, fashion designer, buyer of fashion or textiles, interior or furniture designer, 3D designer, theatre 
or costume designer, illustrator of literature, milliner, fine artist, painter, sculptor, photographer, teacher 
and teaching assistant.  
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Engineering Design 
Subject: Engineering Design   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board:  
OCR  

Specification Code: J822  
Qualification:  
Cambridge National Level 1/2 Award  

  

Curriculum Manager:  M Boulton  KS4 Subject Lead:  B Andrew  

Teaching Staff:  B Andrew & M Boulton   
  

Curriculum Rationale: Students are encouraged to:  
● Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of engineering design, including the 

design process, types of drawings, influences on design, and the use of Computer Aided Design 
(CAD)  

● Develop learning and practical skills that can be applied to real-life contexts and work situations  
● Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically  
● Develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be relevant to the engineering design 

and development sector and more widely  
● Analyse problems in design terms through practical experience of solving such problems, including 

designing, and modelling designs to meet a design brief  
● Understand the different stages of the iterative design process, recognising the cyclical nature of this 

approach   
● Evaluate designs through product disassembly and the process of using product analysis 

 
 

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course 
Content:  

R040- Product analysis and 
Prototyping  

● Product Analysis  
● Product Disassembly   

RO38- Exam- Principles of 
Engineering Design   

● Types of criteria included in 
an Engineering design 
specification 

● Stages of the iterative 
design process 

● Modelling methods  
 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content:  
R040- Product analysis and 
Prototyping   

● Virtual CAD 3D  
● Planning of Production  

RO38- Exam- Principles of 
Engineering Design   

● The reasons for the use of 
modelling 

● Scale of manufacture 
● Material availability and 

form 
● Types of manufacturing 

processes 
● Production costs 

 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  

R040-Product analysis and 
Prototyping  

● Prototype production 
● Evaluation of physical 

model 
RO38- Exam- Principles of 
Engineering Design   

● Influences on Engineering 

product design 

● Market pull and technology 
push 

● British and international 
standards 

● Legislation 
● Use of tables of 

anthropometric data 
● Planned obsolescence 

● Methods of evaluating 
design ideas 
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Yr 11 Term 1 - Course 
Content:  

Unit R039; Manual production of 
engineering drawings. 
Designing a product using 
engineering drawing 
techniques  

● Oblique 
● Isometric  
● Perspective  

  
Unit R038: Exam- Principles of 
Engineering Design  

● Working drawings 
● Standard conventions 
● Dimensioning 
● Line types 
● Abbreviations  
● Mechanical features  

 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content:   
Unit R039: Manual production of 
engineering drawings. 

Design developments 
 

Working drawings  
● 3rd angle orthographic  
● Assembly drawings  

  
Unit R038 Exam- Principles of  

Advantages and limitations of 
using CAD drawing software 
compared to manual drawing 
techniques 

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  
Unit R039:Manual production of 
engineering drawings. 
CAD  
Use of Computer Aided Design. 

 

 

 

 

Unit R038 –Formal Examination  

Assessment Overview:  
Unit R038: Principles of Engineering Design; 1 hour 15-minute written examination; 70 marks; OCR-set 
and marked; Part A – includes 10 multiple choice questions; Part B – includes short answer questions and 
extended response questions.  
Unit R039: Communicating Designs; OCR-set coursework assignment; 60 marks; Teacher-assessed and 
OCR moderated; Contains 4 practical tasks; It should take approximately 10-12 guided learning hours to 
complete.  
Unit R040: Design Evaluation and Modelling; OCR-set coursework assignment; 60 marks; Teacher-
assessed and OCR moderated; Contains 6 practical tasks; It should take approximately 10-12 guided learning 
hours to complete.  

Homework and Revision Guidance:  
● One homework task is assigned per week, each task taking 30 minutes to complete, homework can 

be completed via the virtual platform (Google Classroom or Bromcom)  
● Remote learning is completed via Google Classroom and administered through Bromcom, all teaching 

resources are integrated into classroom for reference and all tasks are worked on live in google 
classroom  

● Revision utilises OCR exam builder and exam revision booklets developed in house  

Learning and Career Pathways: 
Studying this course will help you progress onto further study in the Engineering Design and Development 
sector. Many of our pupils continue their studies at Ashton on Mersey Sixth Form where we offer A-Level 
D&T Design Engineering alongside a suite of other complementary subjects. You may consider alternative 
qualifications such as level 3 vocational qualifications or apprenticeships within the sector.  
 
What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? A large range of degree 
courses spanning mechanical, computer and scientific disciplines including (but not limited to); General 
Engineering, Civil Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Aerospace, Naval Architecture, Electronic and 
Electrical Engineering, Production and Manufacturing, Chemical, Process and Energy, Metallurgy, 
Ceramics and Glass, Polymers and Textiles, Maritime Technology, Biotechnology.  
 
Possible Careers: Chemical Engineer, Electrical Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, Civil Engineer, Software 
Engineer, Environmental Engineer in a broad spectrum of industries such as Aerospace, Automotive, 
Defence, Food & Drink, Oil & Gas, Manufacturing etc. 
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Design & Technology 
Subject: Design & Technology   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: AQA  Specification Code: 8552  
QAN code: 603/0984/2  

Examination Board: AQA  

  

Curriculum Manager: M Boulton  KS4 Subject Lead: M Boulton  

Teaching Staff: M Boulton  

Curriculum Rationale:   
GCSE Design & Technology gives students the chance to be creative problem-solvers who design and make 
real products for real users. Through hands-on practical work and modern design techniques, students learn 
how ideas are developed, materials are used, and products are engineered to improve everyday life. The 
course builds valuable skills in creativity, critical thinking, and technical understanding, preparing students for 
a wide range of future pathways in design, engineering, digital industries, manufacturing, and architecture. 

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course 
Content:   
Unit 1 – Children’s Toy Train 
Natural and manufactured 
timbers 
Industry 
Production techniques and 
systems  
 
Unit 2 – Camera modelling 
and prototyping  
Paper and boards 
Environment  
Sustainability  
 
Unit 3 –Egg Cup Challenge 
Polymers 
Material properties  
How the critical evaluation of 
new and emerging 
technologies informs design 
decisions. 
 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course 
Content:   
Unit 4 – Jewellery  
Metals and alloys 
People, culture, society, 
enterprise  
 
Unit 5 – Textiles  
Developments in new 
materials; modern, smart, 
composite materials, technical 
textiles.  
 
Unit 6 – Electronic and 
Mechanical systems  
Energy generation and storage 
Systems approach to designing  
Mechanical devices 
 
 
 
 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content:   
 
Unit 7 – Maths in D&T 
Decimal places and significant 
figures 
Ratios and fractions 
Percentages 
Angles, area and volume 
Working with data 
Solving D&T problems  
 
 
Major Project (NEA): Designing 
and Making Principles  
 
Contextual Challenge 
 
Investigation, primary and 
secondary data 
Environmental, social and economic 
challenge  
The work of others  
 

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course 
Content:  
 
Major Project (NEA): 
Designing and Making 
Principles  
 
Design strategies  
Communication of design 
ideas 
Prototype development  
 
Specialist technical principles 
of timber-based materials: 
 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course 
Content:   
 
Major Project (NEA): 
Designing and Making 
Principles  
 
Tolerances 
Material management  
Specialist tools and equipment  
Specialist techniques and 
processes 
 
 
 

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content:  
 
Marking and moderation of unit 2 
NEA 
 
Preparation, revision and 
consolidation of unit 1 content – 
external examination  
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Selection of materials or 
components 
Forces and stresses 
Ecological and social footprint 
Sources and origins 
Using and working with 
materials 
Stock forms, types and sizes 
Scale of production 
Specialist techniques and 
processes 
Surface treatments and 
finishes  

Assessment Overview:  
Component 1: Written Exam 

• Duration: 2 hours | Marks: 100 | 50% of GCSE 
• Content: Assesses design, technology, and making principles. At least 15% covers maths and at least 

10% covers science, making a minimum of 25% of the paper focused on these principles. 

Component 2: Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) 
• Duration: 30–35 hours | Marks: 100 | 50% of GCSE 

Content: Students create a design portfolio and manufacture a working prototype, demonstrating practical 
skills, problem-solving, and design processes. 

Homework and Revision Guidance:   
• One homework task is assigned per week, each task will take 30 minutes to complete, homework can 

be completed via virtual platforms (Bromcom, Google Classroom and Seneca Learning).  
• Pupils will have one single and one double lesson per week. Activities based on theoretical knowledge.   
• Remote learning is completed via Google Classroom, all teaching resources and homework’s are 

available for reference and completion each week. Pupils are expected to be proactive and work 
independently, especially whilst completing the NEA.  

• There are opportunities for after school and half term sessions.  

Learning and Career Pathways: 
● One homework task is assigned per week, each task will take 30 minutes to complete, homework can 

be completed via virtual platforms (Bromcom, Google Classroom and Seneca Learning).  
● Pupils will have one single and one double lesson per week. Activities based on theoretical knowledge.   
● Remote learning is completed via Google Classroom, all teaching resources and homework’s are 

available for reference and completion each week. Pupils are expected to be proactive and work 
independently, especially whilst completing the NEA.  

● There are opportunities for after school and half term sessions.  
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Food, Hospitality & Catering 
Subject: Hospitality & Catering   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board: WJEC Eduqas  Specification 
Code: 603/7022/1 

Qualification WJEC Eduqas Level 1/2 
Award in Hospitality and Catering.  

Curriculum Manager:  M Boulton  KS4 Subject Lead:  M Fisher  

Teaching Staff: M Boulton & M Fisher  

Curriculum Rationale:  
WJEC Eduqas equips learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the 
principles of nutrition and healthy eating. It encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed 
decisions about food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves 
and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. In addition, these qualifications also support learners 
to develop the essential employability skills that are valued by employers, further and higher education. 

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content: 
Unit 1  

● Introduction to the course 
● Hospitality and catering 

providers  
●  Understanding the 

importance of nutrition 
● Different life stages 

● Health, safety and 
hygiene 

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content: 
Unit 1  

● Food related causes of ill 
health 

● Symptoms and signs of 
food induced ill health 

● Special dietary needs 
● Preventive control 

measures 
● Operations front and back 

of house 
● Customer requirements 
● Presentation techniques 
● How cooking impacts on 

nutrition value 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content: 
Unit 1  

● Health and safety in hospitality 
and catering provision 

●  Working in the hospitality and 
catering    industry 

● Review dishes and own 
performance 

● Contributing factors to the 
success of Hospitality and 
catering provision 

● The EHO (Environmental 
Health Officer) 

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content 
● Nutritional needs of the 

customer 
● Impact of cooking 

methods 
● Factors affecting choice 

of dishes 
● Planning for production 
● Assess production of 

dishes and performance  
● 3 ½ hour practical exam  

● Prepare, cook and 
present dishes  

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content: 
● Revision of unit 1 topics 

for external exam 
 

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content: 
● Revision of unit 1 topics 

for external exam 
● Unit 1 exam 

 

Assessment Overview: 

Unit 1 subject content is covered throughout year 10 and 11 and is externally assessed. The online external 
assessment will be available in January or June of year 11. The specification for the external assessment is 
as follows: Duration: 1 hour 20 minutes, Grading: Level 1 Pass, Level 1 Merit, Level 1 Distinction, Level 1 
Distinction*, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction* Format: On screen, e-
assessment. Short and extended answer questions based around applied situations. Learners will be required 
to use stimulus material presented in different formats to respond to questions. 40% of qualification. 
 
Unit 2, content is covered in Year 10 and internally assessed during Autumn term of year 11 and externally 
moderated. All assessments must be conducted under controlled assessment conditions and completed 
during specific lesson times. The final assessment objective involves a practical assessment which again is 
completed under controlled assessment conditions. Duration: 12 hours. 60% of qualification. 
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Homework and Revision Guidance:   
● One homework task is assigned per week, each task will take 30/40 minutes to complete, homework 

can be completed via the virtual platform (Google Classroom and Bromcom) 
● Remote learning is completed via Google Classroom, all teaching resources and homework’s are 

available for reference and completion each week. 
● Revision sessions will be held in the run up to the exam in Year 11 which will include revision packs 

for pupils to access for independent study. 

Learning and Career Pathways: 

● Restaurant Management  
● Environmental Health Officer 
● Nutritional Scientist 
● Kitchen Brigade / Chef 
● Waiting / Banqueting staff 

● Level 3 Catering Courses – including pastry chef 
and commis chef. 

● Apprenticeships within Catering. 
● Dietician 
● Sport Nutritionist  
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Construction Architecture 

Subject: Designing the Built Environment   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board:  
Eduqas / WJEC  

Specification 
Code: 603/7015/4  

Qualification:  
WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Designing 
the Built Environment (Technical Award)  

  

Curriculum Manager:  M Boulton  KS4 Subject Lead:  N Gibson  

Teaching Staff:  S Smith   

Curriculum Rationale:  
● Unit 1 introduces learners to the built environment and provides them with the opportunity to develop 

skills, knowledge and understanding in identifying, explaining and evaluating different ideas and concepts 
of the built environment. Learners will explore a range of profession and trade roles, and some of the 
different structures and buildings of the built environment  

● Unit 2 offers learners the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the design of the 
built environment, including exploring what is needed to interpret and produce drafts, drawings, and 
models of design plans  

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
 
Unit 1   
The sector 
The built environment life cycle 
Types of buildings and structures 
Technologies and materials  

  
Unit 2  
Writing and setting success 
criteria  
Drawing Plans   

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content:  
 

Unit 1  
Building structures and forms 
Sustainable construction methods 
Trades, employment and careers 
Health and safety  

 
Unit 2   
Identifying and 
calculating information 
Using the language of drafting  
Evaluating design tasks 
Drawing elevations 
Creating three dimensional virtual 
models and plans   
 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course Content:  
 
Unit 2   
Introduction of NEA  
NEA Task 1  
Brief analysis  
Success Criteria 
Specification  

 
NEA Task 2a Produce  
Floor plan  
Block Plan  
 

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
 
NEA Task 3a 
3D Model exterior  
NEA Task 3b  
3D model interior  
NEA Task 4   
Internal floor areas, internal and 
external wall surfaces, room 
perimeters, room volumes 
NEA Task 2b  
Side elevation  
 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content:  
  
NEA Task 2c       
Cross section 
NEA Task 2d  
Technical language/drafting  
NEA Task 5a   
Evaluate 2D design drawings  
NEA Task 5b 
Evaluate 3D presentations  
NEA Task 5c 
Evaluate building design against 
user needs 
 
Unit 2 submission  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course Content:  
  
Unit 1 revision of topics in 
preparation for external 
examination  
  

Assessment Overview:  
Unit 1 40% External assessment: Introduction to the Built Environment; on-screen examination; 1 hour 30 
minutes  
Unit 2 60% Internal assessment: Designing the Built Environment; controlled assessment; 30 hours  
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Homework and Revision Guidance:  
● One homework task is assigned per week, each task will take 30 minutes to complete, homework can 

be completed via the virtual platform (Google Classroom or Bromcom) 
● Remote learning is completed via Google Classroom or Bromcom, teaching resources are available 

for reference.  

Learning and Career Pathways: 
What could it lead to in Sixth Form?    
AAQ Level 3 Extended Certificate and the Built Environment at Ashton on Mersey 6th form. In addition, 
studying this course will help you progress onto further study in the Construction sector. A number 
of pupil’s progress onto A level Engineering Design here at Ashton on Mersey.   
What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter?   
Numerous degrees within the construction and engineering sectors, as well as, a firm range of 
apprenticeships from technical to professional level.  
Possible Careers:  
Architect, Project Manager, Quantity Surveyor, Building Systems Manager, Electrical Engineer, Design 
Engineer, Structural Engineer, Planner, Architectural Technologist, Civil Engineer, Building Surveyor plus 
many more trades and professions such as Brick Worker, Joiner etc.  
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Construction Building 
Subject: Construction and the Built Environment   Year 10 and Year 11  

Examination Board:  
Eduqas / WJEC  

Specification 
Code: 603/7015/4  

Qualification:  
WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Construction 
and the Built Environment (Technical Award)  

  

Curriculum Manager:  M Boulton  KS4 Subject Lead:  N Gibson  

Teaching Staff:  N Gibson & S Smith   

Curriculum Rationale:  
● Unit 1 introduces learners to the built environment and provides them with the opportunity to develop 

skills, knowledge and understanding in identifying, explaining and evaluating different ideas and concepts 
of the built environment. Learners will explore a range of profession and trade roles, and some of the 
different structures and buildings of the built environment  

● Unit 3 offers learners the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of three 
construction trade areas of the built environment, including planning, undertaking and evaluating 
construction tasks   

Yr 10 Term 1 - Course Content:  
 
Unit 1   
The sector 
The built environment life cycle 
Types of buildings and structures 
Technologies and materials  

  
Unit 3  
Project 1 Cross Halving  
Interpretating technical sources of 
information  
Identifying resource requirements  
Project 2 Structures   
Planning and organising work 
Removing and disposing of materials  

Yr 10 Term 2 - Course Content:  
 
Unit 1  
Building structures and forms 
Sustainable construction methods 
Trades, employment and careers 
Health and safety  
 
Unit 3  
Project 3 Pipe Casement  
Working practices that promote 
health and safety  
Preparing for construction tasks  
Project 4 Three Piece Cross/Brick 
Bat 
Carrying out techniques  
 
 
 

Yr 10 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  
 
Unit 3  
Project 5 Tool Tray/Joint 
Box 
Calculating materials 
required 
Writing and setting success 
criteria  
Evaluating construction tasks  
 
Introduction of NEA  
NEA Task 1 Plumbing  

Yr 11 Term 1 - Course Content:  
 

Unit 3  
NEA Task 2 External Walls – 
Bricklayer  
Selected external facing brick skin of 
cavity wall. 
 
NEA Task 3 Timber Frame – 
Carpenter  
Timber framed elements, including infill 
wall panel, where shown, ceiling joists, 
rafters for pitched roof and roof trims. 

Yr 11 Term 2 - Course Content:  
 

Unit 3 
NEA Task 4 Roofing 
Fitting of slate roof finish  

 
NEA Task 5 Painter/Decorator  
Decoration of internal walls  
 
Unit 3 submission  

Yr 11 Term 3 - Course 
Content:  
  
Unit 1 revision of topics in 
preparation for external 
examination.  

  

Assessment Overview:  
Unit 1 40% External assessment: Introduction to the Built Environment; on-screen examination; 1 hour 30 
minutes  
Unit 3 60% Internal assessment: Constructing the Built Environment; controlled assessment; 30 hours   
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Homework and Revision Guidance:  
● One homework task is assigned per week, each task will take 30 minutes to complete, homework can 

be completed via the virtual platform (Google Classroom or Bromcom)  
● Remote learning is completed via Google Classroom or Bromcom, teaching resources are available 

for reference.  

Learning and Career Pathways: 
What could it lead to in Sixth Form?    
AAQ Level 3 Extended Certificate and the Built Environment at Ashton on Mersey 6th form. In addition, 
studying this course will help you progress onto further study in the Construction sector. A number 
of pupil’s progress onto A level Engineering Design here at Ashton on Mersey.   
What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter?   
Numerous degrees within the construction and engineering sectors, as well as, a firm range of 
apprenticeships from technical to professional level.  
Possible Careers:  
Project Manager, Quantity Surveyor, Architect, Building Systems Manager, Electrical Engineer, Design 
Engineer, Structural Engineer, Planner, Architectural Technologist, Civil Engineer, Building Surveyor plus 
many more trades and professions such as Brick Worker, Joiner etc.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


