
15th May 2026

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

A first full week of examinations for Years 11 and 13 have run
smoothly. Pupils and students have appeared content in the
knowledge that several years of hard work is coming to fruition.

We continue to remind young people about the importance of
adhering to clear and firm expectations in examinations. For
example, students must not have on their person a mobile phone or
a smart watch. This is regardless whether they are switched on or
off.

Tomorrow (Saturday), school is open as Year 11 prepare for another
busy week of exams before the half-term break arrives to offer some
respite. We continue to support the pupils with a comprehensive
offer of revision both before and after school too.

Enjoy the weekend.



Architecture Trip 
Congratulations to our Year 10 Architecture pupils on successfully completing their Class
of Your Own Level 1 qualification.

We were delighted to celebrate their achievements at a special award ceremony hosted by
our adopter partner AEW. A big thank you to Director Colin, who presented the awards.

During the event, pupils proudly presented their architectural designs and enjoyed an
exciting tour of the AEW offices, gaining valuable insight into the world of architecture and
design.

As a special treat, the pupils’ Google SketchUp Total Ninja 3D designs were brought to life
in VR headsets, allowing them to walk around and experience their creations in virtual
reality.

Well done to all involved – the future of architecture is looking bright.

• Wednesday 20th May – No Pens Day
• Thursday 21st May – Trafford Boys Athletics 
• Friday 22nd May – School closes for May half term
• Monday 1st June – School Opens 
• Wednesday 3rd June – Trafford Girls Athletics 
• Monday 15th – Thursday 25th June – Year 7-10 & 12 End of Year Exams 
• Wednesday 17th June – Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly 
• Monday 22nd June – Year 13 Prom 
• Tuesday 23rd June – Dean Trust Active Challenge
• Thursday 25th June – Year 11 Prom 
• Friday 26th June – INSET Day (school closed to pupils)  
• Tuesday 30th June – Music Showcase

Key dates for your diary

Year 11 Exam Timetable 

Year 13 Exam Timetable 

../../8th May/Articles/Summer-2026-Y11-External-Exam-Timetable.pdf
../../8th May/Articles/Summer-26-Y13-External-Exam-Timetable.pdf


No Pens Day – Wednesday 20th May 2026

JustGiving Donation Link

We are proud to be supporting No Pens Day
on Wednesday which is an initiative
organised by Speech and Language UK to
highlight the importance of communication
skills.

The aim is to help children develop their
skills in oracy across multiple subjects, and
if possible, to raise funds for a worthwhile
charity which helps children overcome
speech and language delays through
various therapies.

From Monday 18th May 2026, pupils are invited to bring in a suggested donation of £1
to be given to their form tutor.

Alternatively, donations can be made online at:

https://speechandlanguage.org.uk/get-involved/donate (remember to check the box
which says: ‘I am making a donation on behalf of an organisation’ and enter ‘Ashton
on Mersey School’ in the ‘Company’ field), through our Just Giving Page:
https://www.justgiving.com/page/aomnopensday, or by scanning the QR code
below.

I hope your child enjoys the activities their teachers have planned. There will be an
opportunity for pupils to give feedback after the day.

Thank you in advance for your support and donations.

Miss Paisey

Suggested donation of £1

https://justgiving.com/page/aomnopensday
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Fpage%2Faomnopensday&data=05%7C02%7CKateGriffin%40aom.trafford.sch.uk%7Ceeac224747ec4f38c33208deb1be4bcb%7C08c21e9ce4c7432cb6e5a04ab9f83773%7C0%7C0%7C639143628025525652%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4rm2s8YVZRFFnGTpYjDW%2F7hudojH6NlHRiYYU1iPHwM%3D&reserved=0


Social Sciences

Good luck to all our Social Science pupils in Religious Studies, Psychology and Child 
Development, who are working hard preparing for their exams. 

Our OCR National Child Development pupils in Year 11, have been making anatomical 
models to help them prepare for their RO57 Child Development exam. 

Congratulations to the Year 10 Child Development pupils, 
who have successfully prepared their two-course, 
summer party menu.

The practical task was part of their Child Development 
course work task. The Year 10 Child Development pupils 
had to prepare a healthy balanced meal for an Early Years 
setting.





GCSE Psychology

Year 10 Psychology students recently took part in a creative revision activity focused 
on the treatment of depression using antidepressants, specifically Selective Serotonin 
Retake Inhibitors (SSRIs). Pupils were challenged to design and create their own 
prescription drug boxes, combining scientific knowledge with creativity.

Each box explained how SSRIs work in the brain by increasing levels of serotonin. 
Pupils described how SSRIs block the reuptake of serotonin at the synapse, allowing 
more serotonin to remain available to transmit messages between neurons. They also 
explored how this can help reduce depressive symptoms and improve mood over time.

As part of the task, pupils included strengths and weaknesses of SSRIs, considering 
both the effectiveness of drug therapies and potential limitations such as side effects 
or the time taken for medication to become effective. They also researched and added 
real-life examples of commonly prescribed SSRIs.

The activity was an engaging way for pupils to apply their understanding of 
psychological treatments while developing their revision skills in a creative and 
memorable format. Well done year 10, amazing work!

Miss Edwards



Congratulations 

Well done to Louie.L, Rory.S, George.B & Barnie.A for winning the U12
Timperley & District League and the Autumn Cup for Ashton on Mersey FC. Well
done, what a great achievement.

Congratulations to Grace and Emily in Year 10
who play netball for Trafford Juniors and won the
main cup in the Leeds Rhinos tournament last
weekend.









Star of the week 

Well done to all pupils who received star of the week this week, each nomination has 
been linked to one of our school values. 

Ollie Brownjohn, 10JOJ – Nominated by Mr Stead for good attitude to learning in Maths and
applying skills to problem solving questions this week.

Integrity 

Resilience 

Emily Le Clercq, 9MEF – Nominated by Mr Stead for excellent resilience to working on
Trigonometry for the first time.

Tilly Brownjohn, 8RAB – Nominated by Miss Lloyd for brilliant efforts in PE this week,
showing resilience and determination in running. Well done, Tilly!

Elise Leung, 11RHB – Nominated by Mr Reeve for showing amazing resilience and
dedication while revising for GCSE exams. Your hard work, determination, and positive
attitude have been outstanding. Keep pushing forward — your effort will pay off!



Star of the week 
Ambition 

Lyra Fernandez-Arias, 7AGL – Nominated by Mrs Senior for excellent effort in her RE
assessment.

Phoebe Armstrong, 11DAS – Nominated by Mrs Senior for her excellent effort in finishing
her RO59 coursework with Mrs Parkinson.

Lily Buttkereit, 8BEA – Nominated by Dr Fox for securing an A grade in the recent Science
assessment through hard work and determination. Lily has remained focused during
lessons, consistently shown a positive attitude towards learning, and has been a fantastic
example to others in the class. Keep up the brilliant effort!
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