
1st May 2026

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

The Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition has been enjoyed by over
100 pupils this week. The sun accompanied pupils and staff as they
learned how to plot coordinates, plan a route and set up camp.
Ashton on Mersey’s commitment to this popular award is evidence
of our commitment to wider personal development. The final and
full expedition is in July.

The bank holiday weekend means that pupils return to school on
Tuesday. I would like to make you aware that we are making some
minor changes to our site security from next week. The impact on
our young people is minimal as it simply means that there will be a
single internal entry into the main school building during lesson
time. Pupils will be briefed fully from Tuesday.

Key dates
• Tuesday 5th May – Year 10 GCSE Photography trip to Liverpool

• Wednesday 6th May – Auditions for Music Showcase, 3:20pm-5pm

• Thursday 7th May – Year 11 GCSE Exams commence 

• Friday 8th May – Year 13 Exams commence

• Friday 22nd May – School closes for May half term 

Our safeguarding procedures for parents , carers and other visitors remain robust and are
unchanged.

@aomschool

Check our Instagram for 
more DofE photos



Safeguarding 

As the newly appointed Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), I am very much looking
forward to working with our pupils, families and staff to continue strengthening the culture
of safety and care across the school.

Safeguarding remains at the heart of everything we do. Our aim is simple: to ensure that
every pupil feels safe, supported and able to thrive. Information about the safeguarding
team, including key contacts, is displayed in a number of locations around the school and
in the Sixth Form, so that pupils always know who they can speak to if they need support.
Our safeguarding provision is delivered by a wide team of experienced staff, including key
members of the pastoral team, SEND department and Sixth Form team, as well as our two
new Pupil Support Managers, Mrs Armstrong and Mrs Brown. This expanded team allows us
to respond quickly, provide tailored support and ensure that concerns are actioned.

Pupil safety is extremely important to us, and we are able to support in a wide range of
ways. This includes pastoral guidance, wellbeing support, safeguarding interventions and
working closely with families and external agencies where needed. Where pupils or families
may be experiencing difficulties, our trained Early Help team can provide additional
support, working alongside families and other services to ensure help is in place at an early
stage. As part of this wider offer, we are also working with an organisation to provide
sessions for parents focused on supporting teenage mental health and managing anxiety,
and we look forward to sharing further details about these sessions soon. If you feel that
you or your child may benefit from this support, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

If you ever have a concern about a pupil, please contact the pastoral team in the first
instance. They will ensure that the concern is addressed promptly and appropriately.

Mr L Spencer 
Deputy Headteacher/ Designated Safeguarding Lead



Humanities - Geography

The Geography department held a virtual assembly last week to celebrate Earth Day 2026.

Maths
We were delighted to see over 50 pupils from Years 7 and 8 attending our recent maths
enrichment session, taking part in the National Junior UKMT Challenge. Their enthusiasm,
commitment and willingness to challenge themselves created a brilliant atmosphere, and
it was fantastic to see so many young mathematicians engaging so positively with
problem-solving beyond the classroom.

Here is just one example of the problem solving questions they were faced with – give it a
try and see how you get on!



Learn with the Lords

Learn with the Lords: Students Meet Baroness Harris of Richmond

This week, our Politics students and members of the Pupil Parliament took part in an
inspiring ‘Learn with the Lords’ session with Baroness Harris of Richmond, a long-serving
peer and previous Deputy Speaker of the House of Lords with a distinguished career in
public service. Before joining the House of Lords in 1999, Baroness Harris held senior roles
in local government, including Chair of the North Yorkshire Police Authority.

The session gave students a unique opportunity to explore both her personal journey and
the inner workings of the House of Lords. They began by asking what first drew her into
politics, how her experience in policing shaped her career, and what it was like to be
inducted into the Lords. Discussion then moved to the role of the House of Lords itself.
Students asked thoughtful questions about the chamber’s ability to scrutinise legislation,
the impact of tradition on modern politics, and how pressure groups shape parliamentary
debate. Baroness Harris also reflected on how her previous careers have supported her
work revising and improving legislation.

The group then explored the future of the Lords, raising issues such as the removal of
hereditary peers, the sustainability of an unelected chamber, and how a more multi-party
political landscape might reshape its role. Representation and diversity were also key
themes, with questions about regional voices, gender equality, and how “merit” is judged in
the appointments process.

The Q&A offered students a memorable insight into public life and the realities of
parliamentary work. Our students were exceptional throughout: curious, confident, and
impressively well-informed. Their thoughtful questioning and mature engagement made the
session not only valuable but genuinely interesting.



Congratulations 
Congratulation to some of our Year 8 pupils who play for Trafford MV’s U13 boys rugby
team who won the Lancashire Cup winning 3 matches against Liverpool Collegiate,
Waterloo and Leigh on Finals Day.

Congratulations to a number of
our Year 10 pupils who play rugby
for Trafford Metrovicks and won
the Lancashire Cup last weekend,
as part of their tour. It is a great
achievement and the first cup
they have won. Many of the boys
have been playing together for 10
years - hopefully we will see some
of them join our ACE Rugby
programme in the Sixth form.

Congratulations to Will (Y9), Ben (Y13) and Nathan (Y13) who
represented AOM and were winners of the Cheshire Schools Golf
Team competition. The AOM team won the Gross/scratch team
competition held at Wilmslow golf club last weekend. With the best
2 of 3 scores counting, AOM won with both Will and Ben shooting 1
under par for their rounds. Great effort boys.

The Ashton on Mersey U15s Sabres won their cup final recently beating Timperley
Lokomotiv. Sabres won 2-1 on the day to lift the cup for the second year running. 11
players from the team are from AOM pupils: Archie A, Charlie C, George M, Harley N,
Henry J, Henry N, Luca R, Oliver H, Will G (Y10) and Year 9 Jacob M & Stan I.



Congratulations 

Congratulations to Year 7 pupils who
received the Turton-Wellings Award for
Best Effort in Science this week. Mr Prince
presented the award to pupils in
recognition of their outstanding effort in
Science. Keep up the good work!

Two action-packed days of lacrosse took place last weekend as the Northern Flags 
Festival returned to Rochdale Lacrosse Club with teams from across the region 
competing for top honours in one of the sport’s most prestigious events. The annual 
festival marks the finale of the knockout competitions for men’s, women’s and junior 
club teams across the North of England, showcasing the best of the region’s talents.

Lewis R, Joel K and Jamie C (year 9) playing for Brooklands U14 team took home the 
silverware in their final beating Timperley 17 - 9.

Issie C (year 7) playing for Heaton Mersey U13 team took home the silverware in her 
final beating Mellor/Norbury 20 - 7.

All of them thoroughly enjoyed the weekend, love playing lacrosse with their teams and 
were extremely happy to win their games. Well done!







Star of the week 

Well done to all pupils who received star of the week this week, each nomination has 
been linked to one of our school values. 

Compassion 

Grace Orme, 10SDM – Nominated by Mr Tabaa for a tremendous job supporting her peers
in Business lessons. Grace has made positive contributions to classroom discussions and
has provided support during and outside of peer and group work. Well done, Grace.

Aleksandar Karachorov, 8ROW – Nominated by Mrs Mungovan for always being helpful,
polite and hardworking in class.

Integrity 

Lily Barker, 7ASM – Nominated by Mr Moore for volunteering her
time after school on several days to support the Sixth Form students
record their BTEC film. Lily has been excellent in portraying her
character roles. Well done!

Respect 

Natalie Chu, 10LAP – Nominated by Mr McConaghie for a great piano performance at the
Rigby Hall opening event.

Michelle Ma, 10LAP – Nominated by Mr McConaghie for a great piano performance at the
Rigby Hall opening event.



Star of the week 

Resilience 

Florence Cassidy, 10OMT – Nominated by Mr Sowden for always working hard in every
maths lesson.

Grace Bickerton, 7DMG – Nominated by Mrs Sana for her support to Student Services this
week. What a super star!

Maisie Stuart, 10MAR – Nominated by Mr Hughes for being consistently respectful and
hardworking in Science class. Its been great to see the real progress Maisie has made over
time. Maisie has been putting in the effort and its clearly paying off. Keep it up, Maisie!

Lottie Mae Lakin Hall, 7DMG – Nominated by Mrs Sana for her support to Student Services
this week. What a super star!

Bridget Turner, 11SAH – Nominated by Mrs Esgaio for her dedication in Spanish. Bridget
regularly attends our Friday interventions which shows a real commitment to her learning.

Neeusha Simakani, 11IIM – Nominated by Mrs Esgaio for her dedication in Spanish with
consistent attendance at the Friday lunchtime sessions. Neeusha’s commitment to
practicing for her upcoming speaking exam is clearly paying off, and its great to see her
confidence building ahead of the assessment.

Aaron Walker, 9ADG – Nominated by Mrs Millar for continued hard work and focus
demonstrated in History.

Aarnav Mehra, 13JAM – Nominated by Mr Thomas for showing
a big improvement in his performance in Physics this term. It’s
clear he’s putting in genuine effort to revise and stay on top of
the content. In the recent revision session on quantum
phenomena, he did exceptionally well and produced some
excellent answers to past paper questions in class. It’s great
to see this level of commitment and progress — keep it going!



Star of the week 

Ambition 

Paige Jeffries, 10SAS – Nominated by Mrs Senior for excellent effort with Child
Development coursework.

Nell Nixon, 10JOJ – Nominated by Mrs Senior for excellent effort in the RO5 Child
Development exam unit.

Ben Conway, 12NCG – Nominated by Mr Tabaa for being more proactive in Business
revision and focus in learning. Ben is taking ownership of his learning leading up to his unit
3 exam.

Isabella Alcock, 10SAS – Nominated by Mrs Bagley for producing a fantastic piece of
satirical writing in her English lesson. Well done, Isabella!

Jacob Barter, 9CAB – Nominated by Mr Sowden for a really good score in the last Maths
test. Jacob is working really well having moved up a set last year.

Ryan Chivell, 8RAB – Nominated by Mr Thomas for showing a fantastic attitude in Science
class, respectful and hardworking throughout. In his last science lesson, Ryan was brilliant,
staying fully focused and working without any distraction. Its great to see the real
improvement Ryan is making, along with the genuine effort he is putting in each day to do
better. Keep it up!

Maria Dragan, 8EVR – Nominated by Mrs Millar for her thoughtful and analytical work
produced consistently in History.

Amber Morris, 9SAR – Nominated by Mr Moore for working hard on her new data
presentation unit in Computer Science with outstanding attending to detail.
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