
12th June 2026

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Welcome to another packed newsletter from our school 
community.

I would like to open this week with thanks to everyone who 
completed the recent community voice survey. We had record 
completion rates which indicates how much parents and carers 
care about our school.

In the survey, you highlighted many areas which you considered to 
be real strengths such as:

• Dedicated and hardworking teachers
• Caring pastoral staff
• Supportive Heads of Year
• Strong extracurricular clubs
• Positive relationships with many staff
• Inclusive values
• Good academic foundations
• Opportunities provided through trips, clubs and enrichment where available
• Prompt and effective dealing with any reported bullying
• Strong transition in years 7 and 8

However, we do not claim to be perfect and we are always aiming to progress. Listening 
activities such as these are invaluable if we are to move forward as a community. For 
example, a small minority of parents believe their child isn’t happy at school.  We want 
every child to feel a sense of belonging and to succeed. 

In addition, several parents and carers raise the point that communication to and from 
school can be challenging . We will endeavour to review our communication systems to 
enable home school relationships to be strengthened further.

I will present full details of the survey at the upcoming Coffee Morning on 9th July.



This week, our Pupil Parliament and A-Level
Politics students stepped into the shoes of
national leaders in a Government for a Day
workshop delivered by Political Education For
Students (PEFS), gaining valuable insight into
the responsibilities and pressures of national
leadership.

Throughout the session, students worked
collaboratively to form their own Cabinet,
taking on ministerial roles and negotiating
spending priorities as they constructed a
national budget. The session quickly
developed into a thoughtful and focused
exploration of how governments balance
competing demands and make decisions
that affect the whole country.

Government for a Day Workshop

Once established in their roles, students were presented with a series of real-world
challenges, including economic pressures and international developments. These
scenarios required them to apply critical thinking, communicate effectively, and
respond to unfolding events with clarity and purpose.

Staff from PEFS praised the group for their energy, creativity, and razor-sharp political
thinking. If this simulation is anything to go by, the future of British politics might just be
sitting in our classrooms.



Year 12 BTEC Sport
There were lots of delicious and nutritious creations by Year 12 BTEC Sport students 
this week. 

As part of the Diet and Nutrition module, they were required to create a nutritious 
meal for an athlete. Great work Year 12.



We were delighted to welcome author Jennifer Pearson to school for a special visit with
two groups of Y9 pupils.

Jenny spoke about her latest young adult novel, Drop Dead Famous, sharing the
inspiration behind the story and offering a fascinating insight into the life of a professional
author.

Her presentation was both entertaining and humorous, and pupils thoroughly enjoyed
hearing about the writing process, the challenges of publishing, and the experiences that
have shaped her career.

Jenny commented positively on the pupils’ enthusiasm and excellent behaviour, which
helped make the event such a success. We are very grateful to Jenny for taking the time
to visit and inspire our young readers and aspiring writers. We are also grateful to the
wonderful Jo at Urmston books for facilitating the event.

Meet the Author event



Neurodiversity support

Please see link below to an information and resource page from 
Trafford Neurodiversity Support.

Link to Trafford Neurodiversity information page

Congratulations

Congratulations to Shanifa in Year 10 who  after 
attending the Poetry Live trip, wrote a poem and has 
won a prize in the Simon Powell poetry competition.

We are very proud of her achievement, well done 
Shanifa.

https://padlet.com/TraffordNDSupport/trafford-neurodiversity-support-b6kwsqkuhd7toaxt


!

Manchester United Academy is looking for welcoming, supportive host families to 
provide a home-from-home for talented young players aged 14–19 who are pursuing 
their football and education journey.

Many of these young people attend Ashton-on-Mersey School and live away from 
their families in order to train and study locally.

As a host family, you will play a vital role in a player's development both on and off 
the pitch. Beyond providing accommodation, you will offer the stability, 
encouragement and family environment that helps young people thrive while living 
away from home. The relationships formed between players and host families often 
become a memorable and valued part of their Academy experience.

What we're looking for:

• A safe, welcoming and supportive family environment.
• A high-quality private furnished bedroom for each with storage, a desk, WiFi

access, and convenient bathroom and laundry facilities.
• Families ideally able to accommodate two players or more (although homes 

with space for one player are also encouraged to apply).
• A location within a reasonable commuting distance, with good transport links to 

the Academy in Carrington as well as school.
• The ability to provide nutritious meals and support players' daily wellbeing.
• A willingness to offer guidance, encouragement and pastoral care as players 

adapt to living away from home.

Host families receive competitive financial remuneration to help cover 
accommodation, meals and laundry costs.

This is a unique opportunity to become an important part of a young person's journey, 
helping talented players develop in a safe and nurturing environment while they 
pursue their ambitions in football and education.

For more information or to express an interest in becoming a host family, please get 
in touch with the Academy Host Family Manager, Adam Green on 07500 854817 or 
adam.green@manutd.co.uk.

Could You Help Shape the Future of a Young 
Footballer?

Manchester United Academy is seeking 
caring host families in the Sale area

mailto:adam.green@manutd.co.uk


.

Year 7 & 8 tennis team
The year 7 and 8 tennis teams played their first Trafford schools competition this week 
finishing in first place overall. All of the pupils played really well despite the 
challenging weather conditions.

Well done to all of the year 7 and 8 players and also to year 12 students Holly and 
Elodie who kindly gave up their time to support and umpire the matches.

Mrs Lawson 

Revision

Pupils should refer to the Knowledge Organisers on the website 
for revision.

There is a KS3 newsletter with revision tips for Years 8 and 9.

https://aomschool.co.uk/key-information/curriculum/knowledge-orgainsers/



• Monday 15th – Thursday 25th June – Year 7-10 & 12 End of Year Exams 
• Wednesday 17th June – Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly 
• Monday 22nd June – Year 13 Prom 
• Tuesday 23rd June – Dean Trust Active Challenge
• Thursday 25th June – Year 11 Prom 
• Friday 26th June – INSET Day (school closed to pupils)  
• W/C 29th June – Y10 & Y12 Work Experience week
• Tuesday 30th June – Music Showcase / Sports Day
• Thursday 2nd July – Art Exhibition opens / new Y7 parents’ evening
• Thursday 9th July – Coffee morning: presentation of parent survey results
• Wed 1st July – Fri 3rd July – Year 7 residential trip

Congratulations

Congratulations to Leela who participated in an
International Taekwondo Federation Welsh
Open competition. The standard was very and
extremely competitive, with teams from many
countries. Leela secured a gold medal in her
sparring category.

Well done Leela!

Diary Dates







Star of the week 

Well done to all pupils who received star of the week this week, each nomination has 
been linked to one of our school values. 

Ambition  

Sophia Smith 8ROW – Nominated by Mrs Senior for excellent effort 

consistently in RE lessons

Pippa Moor 10MET – Nominated by Mrs Senior for excellent effort with 

her RO58 Child Development coursework

Haile Chu 7AGL – Nominated by Miss Foster for outstanding newspaper 

article Julius Caesar along with a fabulous opening of a speech performed 

during lesson! Kee up the hard work!

Indigo Rodgers 7ELL – Nominated by Mr Hall for excellent Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory performance

Isaac Wadsworth 7HAS – Nominated by Miss Forber for always being 

a hard working Art student and most recently becoming one of the stars 

of the class for his pencil crayon composition of a beetle. Isaac 

demonstrated fantastic colour blending and contour shading. Well done 

Isaac!



Star of the week 

Ambition 

Grace Esgaio Barros 7CHP – Nominated by Mr Chair and Mrs Senior for 

demonstrating great academic ambition to understand Sikhism by regularly 

asking insightful questions. She confidently used key terminology to explain 

how the religion promotes equality.

Resilience

Harrison Metcalfe 9MEF- Nominated by Miss Foster for  outstanding 

progress in the past 3 English assessments! You have come on leaps 

and bounds since the beginning of the year! Keep up the hard work.

Daniel Murray 7DMG – Nominated by Mrs Russell for showing 

resilience and commitment during the GCSE exams. Keep up the good 

work Daniel!

Integrity

Rowan Wilkinson 9SRS – Nominated by Mrs Horton for always focusing on 

learning and his own progression. Well done and keep up the hard work.

Dylan Kenyon 9SRS – Nominated by Mrs Horton for showing strength of 

character to avoid distractions and focus on the learning and his own 

progress.
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