
19th June 2026

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Year 11 left Ashton on Mersey School as pupils for the last time this
week. As always, the final assembly was filled with moments of
reflection as Miss Mercer proudly shared montages of the 5 years
most have spent at school. There was laughter and tears with
many saying farewell to their teachers.

We will, of course, see the Class of 2026 again with many staff and
pupils enjoying the Prom which takes place next week. I also look
forward to greeting pupils and the all important results day in
August. It’s important pupils also don’t forget that we always have
a presentation event in the autumn where all will be invited back
into Rigby Hall for a final celebration.

I should remind all of the Class of 2026 at our sixth form transition event is on…… Whether
pupils are fixed on their next steps, are keeping options open or simply wish to find out
more; are welcome to sign up. More details are in this newsletter.

• Monday 15th – Thursday 25th June – Year 7-10 & 12 End of Year Exams 
• Monday 22nd June – Year 13 Prom 
• Tuesday 23rd June – Dean Trust Active Challenge
• Thursday 25th June – Year 11 Prom 
• Friday 26th June – INSET Day (school closed to pupils)  
• W/C 29th June – Y10 & Y12 Work Experience week
• Tuesday 30th June – Music Showcase / Sports Day
• Thursday 2nd July – Art Exhibition opens / new Y7 parents’ evening
• Thursday 9th July – Coffee morning: presentation of parent survey results
• Wed 1st July – Fri 3rd July – Year 7 residential trip
• Friday 17th July – School closes 12 noon

Diary Dates



To our Year 11 pupils, thank you for the countless memories, laughs and moments that
have made the last five years so special. It has been an absolute honour to watch you
grow into the wonderful young people you are today.

I would also like to say a heartfelt thank you to all of our parents and carers for your
support over the past five years. Working in partnership with you has been invaluable,
and I truly appreciate everything you have done to support both your children and the
school.

Thank you too, for the incredibly thoughtful cards, gifts and kind messages. Your words
have meant so much to me, and I will treasure them for years to come.

It has been a privilege to be your Head of Year. I am incredibly proud of each and every
one of you, and I wish you all every happiness and success in the future.

Message from Miss Mercer, Head of Year 11



New Senior Prefect Team

After a rigorous selection process, we are delighted to announce our Senior Prefect
Team. These pupils demonstrated outstanding leadership and commitment, and we are
confident they will represent the school with pride while upholding and promoting our
school values throughout the year.

Well done to:

Dhilan (Head boy), Matilda (Head girl), Max, Abdullah, Maisie and Amelia





Treehouse Hotel visit

Students explored different areas of the hotel, learned about the day-to-day running of
a successful hospitality business, and had the opportunity to ask questions about
careers, training and progression within the sector.

The visit was a fantastic experience and helped bring classroom learning to life.
Students were particularly inspired by the variety of roles available and the passion
shown by the hotel team. Many left the visit talking enthusiastically about future
careers in hospitality, with some even expressing an interest in working in the industry
themselves.

A huge thank you to the team at Treehouse Hotel Manchester for making us feel so
welcome and for providing such an engaging and informative experience. It was a
memorable day that our students will be talking about for a long time to come.

On Monday, our Hospitality and
Catering students enjoyed an
exciting visit to Treehouse Hotel
Manchester, our partnership hotel
where they were given an exclusive
behind-the-scenes tour of the hotel
and an insight into the wide range of
careers available within the
hospitality industry.



The Great Big Green Week is a national celebration of local environmental actions and
initiatives with a focus on communities, including schools. At Ashton we have focused on
relaunching our environment group as Eco-Ambassadors, a group of pupils committed to
‘greening’ our school in a variety of ways.

We started off with a competition run with the Art Department to design a plaque for our
Rewilding Zone. Officially opened last year, the RWZ is a place for nature to thrive and
pupils and staff to restore their wellbeing. We’re looking forward to seeing how pupils
represent this area which will grow with generations of our school community, with the
plaque reflecting the value we place on nature.

During the week we introduced our new Eco-Ambassadors to some of the staff wanting
to support their efforts. Mrs Medlock will lead our gardeners to create living spaces
around school, Ms Ortega and Ms Paidipati will be developing STEM projects and Ms
Cheung will be showing pupils how to make their own fabulous textured art paper from
wastepaper.

Prof Tippett from the University of Manchester brought the Roundview to Ashton on
Friday, supported by a group of post-Grad assistants. This is an interactive, puzzle-based
learning resource that aims to explain sustainability in a way that makes complex and
seemingly insoluble problems simpler to understand along with their achievable
solutions. in the words of one pupil: ‘The Roundview shows us how to help the planet by
thinking of the negatives that hurt it and swapping to the positive actions that help it. The
activities help people understand what is actually happening.’ Pupils were engaged and
enthusiastic throughout the session, sharing their insight and understanding with the
team.

For any information on the Eco-Ambassadors and projects happening around school
please see Mr Gallagher in Rm53.

The Great Big Green Week



PE
We have had a very busy few weeks in PE. 

This week we headed to Longford Park for the third time this term. This time we were 
competing in the Dean Trust Games. Our pupils took part in a variety of track and field 
events throughout the day and we had some exceptional results. The pupils were an 
absolute credit to the school throughout the day and the PE team were very impressed. 
A huge shoutout to the Year 8 girls who stepped up in the Year 9 events! 

We have also had several cricket fixtures this week. Year 8/9 boys cricket team beat Sale 
High by 117 runs to 73. It was a great performance from the team, with Sam D and Dan B 
both retiring on 35 each with the bat. All of the team bowled well and Edward H had a 
great performance as wicket keeper. Great work from the team. 

A huge shoutout to the U13 girls cricket players who travelled to Bramhall cricket club 
this week. They played several games against schools from all over the North West. Well 
done to all those involved. 





Good Luck Aiyla
We wish Aiyla in Year 12 all the very best as she represents England in the upcoming
martial arts competition.



PE

we are delighted to announce that we have achieved the School Games Gold Mark
Award for the 2025/26 academic year.

The School Games Mark is a Government led award scheme launched in 2012,
facilitated by the Youth Sport Trust to reward schools for their commitment to the
development of competition across their school and into the community, and we are
delighted to have been recognised for our success.

With a total of young people competing in local inter-school competitions this year, we
are extremely proud of our pupils for their dedication to all aspects of school sport,
including those young volunteers, leaders and officials who made our competitions
possible.

As part of our application, we were asked to fulfil criteria in the areas of participation,
competition, workforce and clubs, and we are pleased that the hard work of everyone at
our school has been rewarded this year.

A special thanks to all the pupils who have taken part in a club or fixture this year,
parents/carers who have supported us throughout the year and to the whole PE
department for their continuous hard work.

We thank you all again for your on-going support and we look forward to applying for the
platinum award in 2027!



Success in Maths
Congratulations to our Year 8 mathematicians; Jack, Mohammad, Doruk and Rosalind!

After achieving Gold Certificates in the UK Junior Maths Challenge, they were invited to take 
part in the Junior Kangaroo Challenge, showcasing their outstanding mathematical talent 
and problem-solving skills.

We are incredibly proud of their achievement. Well done to all of you and keep up the 
fantastic work and continue enjoying and excelling in mathematics!

Congratulations
Congratulations to Max in Year 7 who played in a box lacrosse 
tournament last weekend.  He played for the age group above.  
His team won and they played against some really tough teams. 

Congratulations to Isabella in Year 7. She
recently attended trials for Loughborough
Lightning Netball and has been successful
in securing a place in their Year 7/8
programme for next year.

Isabelle trains very hard, attending netball
sessions around four/five times a week, so
this is a fantastic achievement for her and a
great opportunity to develop her netball
further over the coming year.



Star of the week 

Well done to all pupils who received star of the week this week, each nomination has 
been linked to one of our school values. 

Benjamin Betts 7MAP - Nominated by Mr Hall Outstanding assessment work in 
Drama

Grace Brennan 9SAR – Nominated by Miss Hagan for working hard in English 
and showing great resilience whilst preparing for her exam.

Henry Sprott 7MAP – Nominated by Miss Fitzpatrick for working extremely hard 
in maths!

Noah Morgan 7PRT – Nominated by Miss Wild for his excellent knowledge and 
enthusiasm for Geography. 

Sophie Jones 9JEF – Nominated by Mrs Bruce, Sophie has been a new member 
at Rounders Club this year and attended her first match on Tuesday. She batted 
with confidence and even had her first catch when fielding. 

Karim Ziara 7SEF - Nominated by Mr Fernandes for being outstanding in his 
preparation for recent assessments, demonstrating excellent dedication and 
commitment to his revision. 

Isabelle Evans 9MEF – Nominated by Mrs Bruce, Isabelle has been a new 
member at Rounders Club this year and attended her first match on Tuesday. 
She did some great batting and a great catch to get the opposition out. Well 
Done Sophie!

Ambition  
Anvita Pradeep 7DMG – Nominated by Mrs Maguire for outstanding effort 
in every maths lesson



Star of the week 
Ambition

Alfred Tomlinson 8PAC – Nominated by Mrs Senior for Alfred's hard work and 
enthusiasm in his RE revision lesson this week.

Leela Ramos 9JEF – Nominated by Ms Lockwood. If Kier Starmer wants a new 
Chancellor then I recommend Leela! In our Government for a Day workshop, 
she was excellent at making budget decisions, pushing back on our "ministers" 
and forcing the "Prime Minister" to make decisions. I would vote for her!

Maisie Osborne 10BNF – Nominated by Miss Fitzpatrick for working really hard 
in maths!

Jaafar Al-Sammarraie 10MET – Nominated by Miss Hughes. Jaafar Al-
Sammarraie has only recently joined us at Ashton but has settled in quickly to 
our GCSE History class. He has impressed me with his knowledge and his effort 
towards our first full mock GCSE History paper. Well done, Jaafar.

Compassion

Tyrone Sandy 9SRS – Nominated by Miss Leggett for helping a Year 7 pupils 
during a lesson and acting as a TA. Tyrone showed real kindness and patience, 
well done.

Resilience

Dylan Kenyon 10SDM – Nominated by Miss Foster for hard work in English

Barnie Allan 7CHP – Nominated by Miss Hughes for showing a high level of 
resilience and hard work during the exam period. Miss Hughes is very proud of 
all his hard work this year in History.

Rebecca Bryans 8PAC – Nominated by Mrs Mungovan and Mrs Higgins for 
showing great resilience with her exams. Keep up the hard work.

Muhammad Saldera 10 BEF – Nominated by Mrs Maguire for outstanding effort 
in every Maths lesson.

Alyssa Pang 10JED – Nominated by Mr Gill for her positive attitude and hard 
work in Science
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