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Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

I hope you all had a sunshine filled half term.

We are back for the final half term of this academic year and both 
Year 11 and Year 13 continue to undertake their all important 
examinations.  These will swiftly be followed by examinations for 
Year 12, Year 10 and Key Stage 3.

This half term is packed with wider events such as our annual 
Proms, the Duke of Edinburgh expedition, work experience, Year 7 
camp and our transition days for the new  September cohorts (in 
both our main school and the sixth form).  As always, the newsletter 
and our Instagram account will provide a forum for sharing these 
events.

Thank you, in advance, for all members of our community who 
completed the Parent Voice survey.  The deadline for this has been 
extended until Monday to enable as many parents and carers as 
possible to complete it.

Link to survey
Follow us at:
@aomschool

https://aomschool.co.uk/key-information/curriculum/

Upcoming exams

Parents/carers will be receiving details about the upcoming exams for Y7-10 and Year 12. 

Pupils are encouraged to use the Knowledge Organisers on the school website for 
revision purposes.

https://forms.gle/8LxH142Xpj9uQXU8A


Catering supplier – pupil feedback

The Pupil Parliament recently met with Caterlink, our catering supplier to pass on their 
ideas and suggestions on how to improve the catering offer. The feedback received was 
valuable and some changes will be implemented as a result of their meeting.



The  Great Big Green Week

The Great Big Green Week (GBGW) is a celebration of climate action taking 
place across the UK.

Pupils and staff have been involved in lots of activities encouraging nature and 
reducing our carbon footprint over the years. This is includes our Rewilding 
Zone. We have a lot to celebrate and the GBGW is a great opportunity to reflect 
on our achievements and progress. 



The  Great Big Green Week
One of the activities for TGBGW is an art competition and we are asking pupils to 
design a plaque for our Rewilding Zone.

As part of the National Education Nature Park project, we developed a Rewilding Zone 
and wildflower gardens to support biodiversity and help tackle climate change. 



Congratulations to Rory in Year 9 who took part in the National Schools Regatta with 
Trafford Rowing club.  They raced against some prestigious schools such as Eton  and 
achieved the amazing position of 4th in the country. Well done.

Congratulations

Our new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has asked for 
support in completion of a national survey, The Big Future.

Your child can take part here:

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

Further information is available at:

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-future/

The  Big Future National Survey

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture


Congratulations to the KS3 pupils who represented our school at the Trafford Girls 
Athletics event this week at Longford Park.

We are very proud of their determination and success during challenging weather 
conditions.  A special mention to  Florence C and Ziva C for amazing results.

Trafford Girls Athletics



Teaching and Learning

The Teaching & Learning Cup: Celebrating Oracy and Deep Thinking!
There has been a fantastic buzz of discussion and debate echoing through our corridors
recently! Over the past week, classrooms across all departments have been competing
for the highly coveted Teaching & Learning (T&L) Cup.
This staff led initiative was designed to showcase and share best practices in classroom
teaching, with a sharp focus on three key areas: discussion based learning, oracy (the
skills of spoken communication), and stretching our most able pupils.

To make the challenge even more impactful, 
the T&L Cup was timed to coincide with "No 
Pens Day Wednesday“, a national 
awareness event that highlights the vital 
importance of speech and language 
development. 

Active Learning Strategies in Action
Departments across the school went head-to-head, submitting evidence of the creative 
strategies they used to get students talking. Our classrooms transformed into hubs of 
active learning through several brilliant cooperative learning techniques such as:
• Think, Pair, Share: Students first gathered their own thoughts on a challenging 

prompt, paired up to refine their ideas with a peer, and finally shared their ideas with 
the wider class.

• Quiz, Quiz, Trade: A high energy strategy where students quizzed each other using 
custom flashcards, coached their peers through tricky concepts, and then traded 
cards to find a new partner.

• Find Someone Who: Students moved around the room, questioning different 
classmates to find peers who could explain specific, complex aspects of the lesson.

• Taboo: A game that truly pushed our most able. Students had to explain a key 
academic concept or term to their peers without using a list of obvious, forbidden 
words forcing them to dig deep into their vocabulary banks.

"When students have to verbalise a concept to someone else, it forces them to organise 
the information in their own minds. It moves knowledge from something they just heard 
into something they truly understand and can apply."
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