M. THE DEAN Trust
3 Ashton on Mersey School

NEWSLETTER

5th June 2026

Headteacher Message

| hope you all had a sunshine filled half term.

We are back for the final half term of this academic year and both
Year 11 and Year 13 continue to undertake their all important
examinations. These will swiftly be followed by examinations for
Year 12, Year 10 and Key Stage 3.

This half term is packed with wider events such as our annual
Proms, the Duke of Edinburgh expedition, work experience, Year 7

camp and our transition days for the new September cohorts (in Mr McConaghie
both our main school and the sixth form). As always, the newsletter Headteacher

and our Instagram account will provide a forum for sharing these
events.

Thank you, in advance, for all members of our community who
completed the Parent Voice survey. The deadline for this has been
extended until Monday to enable as many parents and carers as
possible to complete it.

Follow us at:
\Linkto survey @aomschool y

r

Upcoming exams

Parents/carers will be receiving details about the upcoming exams for Y7-10 and Year 12.

Pupils are encouraged to use the Knowledge Organisers on the school website for
revision purposes.

https://aomschool.co.uk/key-information/curriculum/
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https://forms.gle/8LxH142Xpj9uQXU8A
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The Pupil Parliament recently met with Caterlink, our catering supplier to pass on their
ideas and suggestions on how to improve the catering offer. The feedback received was
valuable and some changes will be implemented as a result of their meeting.

Catering supplier — pupil feedback

YOU SAID

You said the food had improved but
sometimes lacked seasoning.
You would like more variety on ;
: sandwich fillings, fruit pots and veggie :
options such as Poke bowls/salad
bowils and Burritos.
High Protein meals were requested.
You requested more sandwiches on
Brown bread.
You asked for more choice of drinks
and to increase the quantity of items
on Mid Morning Break.

Your Chef will increase flavourings
along with increasing variety on
sandwiches, fruit and veggie options
immediately.

Brown toast will be available as
requested.

Production will be increased on MMB
items and more choice on drinks
options.

Tasting Pots will be added for you to
try different items before purchase

Spring Summer Menu 2026
Monday Tuesday
pu' on PECKISH
o M d Original Spice
one e Chicken
Cheese with . ;
X with Spicy Rice and
Toppings Rainbow Slaw 52
Croutons, Pepperoni @

Pieces, Crispy
Onions, Spring
Onions, Barbecue

0p-u' on Beans PECKISH
Smokey Bean
two Burger
with Spicy Rice and
%@ Rainbow Slaw @
Dessert Chocolate Cherry Apple
of the day Orange Crumble

oy,

@:} Cookie 5 with Custard @
L% R/

Wednesday Thursday Friday
SPICE
AKA Battered
Fish or
BBQ Pulled Chicken Tikka Salmon
Pork Slider Masala Fishcake

with Paprika Wedges
and Slaw 5

®

with 50/50 Rice and

Sambals.a' @

SPICE
ala
6 RICE

Sweet Potato,

and Chips with _.
Garden Peas ;({aY):

Summer
Broccoli and

Burrito Bowl
with Rice, Charred

Corn Salad, Salsa and Chickpea & Feta Quiche
Sour Cream Spinach Tikka with Summer Salad
- with 50/50 Rice _ = snd Chipe.
@ @;‘3 and Sambals @
Fruit Peach Upside Chocolate
Muffins Down Cake Swirl

ey,

with Custard @ @

Allergies Menu Key Also Available..
h:...-u':l.'m:u ln:d‘tokmu- G:) Uchaiinption Our hot and cold grab & go selection =
":“llnlulﬂtbodmnny .é Added plarit pi el alongside soup of the day and filled jacket )
will advise you of your potatoes Cater ln
Source of wholemeal { @ ir [ Or

R

» @DT_AoMSchool
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( The Great Big Green Week \

We’'re taking partin

THEGREAT
BIG GREEN

WEEK¢«

6th - 14th June

u Together for good

The Great Big Green Week (GBGW) is a celebration of climate action taking
place across the UK.

Pupils and staff have been involved in lots of activities encouraging nature and
reducing our carbon footprint over the years. This is includes our Rewilding
Zone. We have a lot to celebrate and the GBGW is a great opportunity to reflect
on our achievements and progress.

Lots of activities
next week

Tues
Danielle
McCardle

Fri
Prof J Tippett

Manchester Uni

Climate The Roundview
Ambassador/ Workshop
Lets Go Zero _
. Artt‘t' ; " Jennifer
ompettion
Design a Plaque TH E Nl;gg;

for the Rewilding
Zone

Education
Nature Park

BIG GREEN
WEEK®

8th -12th June 2026

Harry

Spriggs
Ecology &
Rewilding
talk

Paper Craft .
Wing
Cheung

STEM

Gardening

Projects

(‘ THe DeaN TrusT
@ Ashton on Mersey School
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The Great Big Green Week

One of the activities for TGBGW is an art competition and we are asking pupils to
design a plague for our Rewilding Zone.

As part of the National Education Nature Park project, we developed a Rewilding Zone
and wildflower gardens to support biodiversity and help tackle climate change.

~

National
Education
Nature Park
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/ 2022 -2023 Designed and planted by
Sow the City with pupils and staff

Encouraging
Biodiversity and
Nature is one of
our core
Environmental
values.

SUSTAINABLE FOOD
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The RWZ also
helps reduce our

UR VOICE HEARD

What is the

carbon
footprint!

3HL 304 ONITOAJ3Y

The RWZ is part of the National
Education Nature Park

The RWZ is good
for our wellbeing
as well as nature!

B, A 0P >
O ] | Rewilding Zone?

Habitat area mappec

23,720,47:

square metres

Q . @ National
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Rory in Year 9 who took part in the National Schools Regatta with
Trafford Rowing club. They raced against some prestigious schools such as Eton and
achieved the amazing position of 4" in the country. Well done.

|« Elston \‘ +"Elston (3\33‘» Elston ’1‘
: LGaey : \
|

\:'4‘/;4 - »\'/

The Big Future National Survey

Our new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has asked for
support in completion of a national survey, The Big Future.

Your child can take part here:

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

Further information is available at:

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-future/

Believe Achieve Succeed



http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

( Trafford Girls Athletics

Congratulations to the KS3 pupils who represented our school at the Trafford Girls
Athletics event this week at Longford Park.

We are very proud of their determination and success during challenging weather
conditions. A special mention to Florence C and Ziva C for amazing results.

Believe Achieve Succeed



/ Teaching and Learning \

The Teaching & Learning Cup: Celebrating Oracy and Deep Thinking!

There has been a fantastic buzz of discussion and debate echoing through our corridors
recently! Over the past week, classrooms across all departments have been competing
for the highly coveted Teaching & Learning (T&L) Cup.

This staff led initiative was designed to showcase and share best practices in classroom
teaching, with a sharp focus on three key areas: discussion based learning, oracy (the
skills of spoken communication), and stretching our most able pupils.

To make the challenge even more impactful,
the T&L Cup was timed to coincide with "No
Pens Day Wednesday*“, a national
awareness event that highlights the vital
importance of speech and language
development.

Active Learning Strategies in Action

Departments across the school went head-to-head, submitting evidence of the creative

strategies they used to get students talking. Our classrooms transformed into hubs of

active learning through several brilliant cooperative learning techniques such as:

. Think, Pair, Share: Students first gathered their own thoughts on a challenging
prompt, paired up to refine their ideas with a peer, and finally shared their ideas with
the wider class.

. Quiz, Quiz, Trade: A high energy strategy where students quizzed each other using
custom flashcards, coached their peers through tricky concepts, and then traded
cards to find a new partner.

. Find Someone Who: Students moved around the room, questioning different
classmates to find peers who could explain specific, complex aspects of the lesson.

. Taboo: A game that truly pushed our most able. Students had to explain a key
academic concept or term to their peers without using a list of obvious, forbidden
words forcing them to dig deep into their vocabulary banks.

"When students have to verbalise a concept to someone else, it forces them to organise
the information in their own minds. It moves knowledge from something they just heard
into something they truly understand and can apply.”

Believe Achieve Succeed




Date: Friday 12" June
Location: Room 3
Time: 12:45 - 13:25

Price: Starting from £1
Pay by cash or card



\ THe DeaN TRusT
@ Ashton on Mersey School Sixth Form

SIXTH FORM

TRANSITION DAY

THURSDAY 2"° JULY

COME AND EXPERIENCE L @
ASHTON ON MERSEY SIXTH FORM & )

& Meet current and prospective students
& Chat to sixth form teachers
@ Attend taster lessons

@® Q&A sessions with the Head of Year
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Opening Night

A4 Studios
Thursday 2nd July Studio 10
6:00PM-8:00PM 30 Grosvenor Rd

: Altrincham
Open To The Public WAI4 1LE
Until 18" July 2026
(‘ THe Dean Trust
@ Ashton on Mersey School
&
Believe Achieve Succeed
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