
 
 

Geography Curriculum overview  

 

YEAR 10 
 

AQA Geography 
Economic Challenges  

AQA Geography 
Economic Challenges  

AQA Geography  
Urban Issues  

AQA Geography  
Urban Issues  

AQA Geography  
Natural Hazards 

AQA Geography  
Natural Hazards 

YEAR 11 
 

AQA Geography 
Physical Landscapes  

AQA Geography  
Physical Landscapes 

AQA Geography  
Living World  

AQA Geography  
Managing Resources  

AQA Geography  
Pre – Release and Exam 
Preparation  

Exams  

 

 

 

 

  HT 1 HT 2 HT 3 HT 4 HT 5 HT 6 

YEAR 7 Skills 

 

Preparing a Geography 

investigation 

My Place  

 

Enquiry on Human 

Change  

India  

 

Sustainability  

 

YEAR 8 Earth Studies  Management of disasters  Development Africa Glaciation Hydrology 

YEAR 9 Population Population  South America  Ecosystems  Prisoners of Geography  Climate Change  

YEAR 12 
Physical 

AQA A Level 
Geography  
Water and Carbon 
Cycles  

AQA A Level Geography  
Water and Carbon Cycles 

AQA A Level Geography  
Water and Carbon 
Cycles 

AQA A Level Geography  
Coastal Systems and 
Landscapes 

AQA A Level Geography  
Coastal Systems and 
Landscapes 

AQA Level Geography  
NEA Preparation and 
writing 

YEAR 12 
Human 

AQA A Level  
Contemporary Urban 
Environments 

AQA A Level  
Contemporary Urban 
Environments 

AQA A Level  
Contemporary Urban 
Environments 

AQA A Level  Changing 
Places 

AQA A Level  Changing 
Places 

AQA Level Geography  
NEA Preparation and 
writing 



 
 
 

 

 

YEAR 13 
Physical 

AQA A Level  
Finalising NEA 
assessment 

AQA A Level Geography  
Hazards 

AQA A Level Geography  
Hazards 

AQA A Level Geography  
Revision and Exam 
Preparation  

Exam Preparation Exam  

YEAR 13 
Human 

AQA A Level   
Finalising NEA 
assessment 

AQA A Level Geography  
Global systems and 
Governance 

AQA A Level Geography  
Global systems and 
Governance 

AQA A Level  Geography 
Revision and Exam 
Preparation 

Exam Preparation Exam  



 
 
 

 

Year 8 Geography  

Curriculum Manager: Mr Ebbrell  

Teaching Staff: Mr Robson, Mr Worsfold, Miss Parker, Mrs Parkinson, Miss Horridge & Miss Wild 

Intent  
An understanding of Geography is an understanding of how and why society operates, and what we, as global citizens, can 
and should do in order to protect our planet and contribute locally as well as nationally and internationally.  
Collaborative curriculum planning lies at the heart of what we do in the department. These are focussed on embedding 
geographical skills, challenge, metacognition, questioning and literacy into our departmental curriculum. In geography we 
implement our curriculum through a variety of teaching approaches as well as a wide variety of learning and teaching 
resources. Pupils are taught the research, presentation and problem-solving skills to substantiate decisions that they are 
asked to make. This is enabling us to define the core knowledge our students need to master. the curricular goals should 
be increasingly challenging. A high-quality geography curriculum takes a pupil from learning the basic building blocks to 
developing in-depth knowledge. 
   

Topic Studied- Term 1  
  
Earth Studies  

• Weathering and erosion  

• Rock types  

• Structure of the Earth  

• Earthquakes   

• Volcanoes  

• Hazard Management  

  
   
   
  

Topic Studied – Term 2   
  
Development Africa  
  

• Uneven development  

• Social Indicators  

• Employment Structures  

• Multinational Companies  

• Aid  

• Role of Globalisation 
  

Topic studied – Term 3   
  
Glaciation and Hydrology 
  

• Ice age – geological timescale 

• Physical processes of glaciation 

• Landforms created by glaciation  

• Human Activity in Glaciated areas. 

• Rivers and Coasts  

• Links to North West Physical 
Geography 

Assessments:  
Term 1: Development and Globalisation  
Term 2: Earth Studies – Earth Studies  
Term 3: Glaciation and End of year linear   

Homework:  
Year 8 homework is set weekly over a half term on a common theme. Class teachers will give once piece of homework every 
week through ‘Bromcom Portal’.  
 

Other Useful Information:  
www.bbc.co.uk/education/geography www.juicygeography.co.uk  
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (General revision of key geographical themes) 
www.s_cool.co.uk (General revision and practise assessment style questions)   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/geography
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/geography
http://www.juicygeography.co.uk/
http://www.juicygeography.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
http://www.s_cool.co.uk/
http://www.s_cool.co.uk/


Ice sheet  

Ice field  

Glacier  

Freeze-thaw  

Plucking  

Abrasion  

How do Glaciers form?  

Reorder the following stages of glacier formation. 

Use the images above to describe how glaciers change the landscape. 

Process of glaciation 

Match up the definitions 

Complete the diagram to show how material is transported 

by a glacier. 

Explain two reasons why glaciers begin to melt and deposit the 

load they have been carrying. 

1.  

 

 

2. 

Landforms shaped by erosion 

U-shaped 

valley 

 

  

Arête 

  

Corrie 

  

Pyrami-

dal Peak 

  

Ribbon 

Lake 

  

Landform Diagram How does it form? 

Landforms shaped by deposition 

Moraine 

Ground = 

Lateral = 

Terminal = 

Erratic 

 

Drumlin 

 



Life in a glacial environment 
1. Describe the hazards associated with  
glacial environments ____________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

2. How have humans adapted to life in glacial 
environments? ________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

3. List at least three job opportunities in 
glacial environments  
_____________________ 

_____________________ 
_____________________ 

Climate Change: 

Name  How is it being impacted by climate 

change? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Give at least one change for each glacial 

environment 

Due to glacial environments __________ this 
is causing sea level’s to __________. This is 
happening at the rate of ____________ and 
will affect _______  _______ the most. 

 

The effects of this will be …. 



Year 8 Geography Knowledge Organiser – Development  

 

1. What is Development? 4. Measuring Development 

 There is no single way to measure development. There are a number of different social and economic 
development indicators which can be used to look at different aspects of the quality of life. 

 
 

Indicator Social or Economic? What is it? 

GNI per capita 
 

  

Birth rate 
 

  

Infant Mortality 
 

  

Adult Literacy rate 
 

  

Life Expectancy 
 

  

Doctors per capita 
 

  

Vehicles per capita 
 

  

 

2. Factors Affecting Development  

Economic Factors 

•   

•   

•   

Environmental Factors 

•   

•   

•   

•  

Social Factors 

•   

•   

•   

•  

Political Factors 

•   

•   

•   

3.Multi-National Companies (MNCs) 

Definition:  

Example:  

Globalisation  
5.Keywords 
 

Definition  

1. Development   
 

2. Quality of Life  
 

3. HIC   
 

4. LIC  
 

5. Development Indicator  
 

6. GNI  
 

7. Per Capita  
 

8. Social  
 

9. Economic   
 

10. Environmental  
 

HDI  

Advantages 

1.  

Disadvantages 

1.  Advantages 

•   
 
 

•   
 
 

•  

 

Disadvantages 

•   
 
  

•    
  
 

•  

6.Trade  
 

•   

•   

•   

•   

7.Aid  

Short term Aid 

•   

•   

•   

•   

Long term Aid 

•   

•   

•   

•   



Year 8 Knowledge Organiser – Earth Studies - Autumn 2 
 

Key Definitions 

Geological Timescale  

Epoch  

Continental Drift 

Continental plate 

Oceanic plate 

Subduction zone 

Fold Mountains 

Earthquake 

Epicentre 

Focus 

Seismic wave 

1. Rock Classifications: 

(Provide characteristics, how they 

are formed and an example) 

 

Igneous:  

 

 

Sedimentary:  

 

 

Metamorphic  

 
 

2. Layers of the Earth  

Explain characteristics of each layer 

of the earth.  

 
Crust:  

Mantle:  

Outer Core:  

Inner Core: 

3. Write out the 4 pieces of evidence for 

continental drift.  

 

1.  

2.  

3.   

4.  

 

 
 

4. Volcanoes  

Draw and label a Volcano  

 

 

 

 

Case Study:  

 

 

 

5. Earthquakes  

Draw and label an earthquake. 

 

 

 

 

Case Study: 

6. Hazard Management  

List the different tectonic hazards:  

 

 

Explain how these hazards can be 

managed:  
 
 

7. LIC vs HIC  

Impacts to LIC’s (add in example) 

 

 

Impacts to HIC’s (add in example) 

Plate Margin 
 

Description Example 

Destructive Plate 

Margin 
 

 
 

 

Constructive Plate 

Margin 

 

  

Conservative Plate 

Margin  
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