
11th September 2026

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

All of our young people have now adjusted to our new 

expectations around mobile phones.

Staff have been really pleased by the maturity of pupils who have 

shown, as they often do, how the younger generation often adapt 

quickly and easily into new routines.

‘Welcome to Year 11’ took place on Thursday. Thank you to all 

parents and carers that supported the event. This is the key year 

for this cohort of pupils with revision sessions after school starting 

very soon. May I encourage every young person to take up the 

wide range of additional learning opportunities available 

throughout the year.

The welcome events for each year group continue throughout this half term. I look 

forward to seeing you at them.



Diary
• 15th September – Year 7 Author visit
• 17th September – Year 10 Welcome Evening
• 23rd September – School photographer for Y7,9,11
• 24th September – Open Evening 5-8pm
• 29th September – Year 8 Welcome Evening
• 1st October – Year 7 Welcome Evening
• 8th October – Year 9 Welcome Evening
• 12th November – Sixth Form Open Evening
• 24th & 25th November – Flu vaccinations
• 26th November – Christmas Markets 6-8pm

Year 7 Reading test – Thursday 17th September
Year 7 pupils will sit the National Group Reading Test (NGRT) on Thursday 17th

September.  This assessment helps us establish a baseline of your child’s ready ability.  
Please reassure your child that there is no way and no need to prepare or revise for the 
test.

Year 7 CAT4 testing sessions
Only a small number of pupils remain to complete the tests due to absence, and these 

will be arranged on their return. CAT4 results will be shared with parents and carers 

as part of the first Year 7 report, sent home before the end of term.



Year 7 – A fantastic start to life at Ashton on Mersey

What a fantastic start our Year 7 pupils have

made to life at Ashton on Mersey!

They have settled into secondary school

incredibly well and are already demonstrating

our school values through their resilience,

compassion, ambition and respect.

Pupils approached their recent CAT4

assessments with excellent focus and

maturity, while many have already embraced

the wide range of extra-curricular

opportunities on offer, including sports trials

and auditions for our school production of

Footloose.

It has also been wonderful to see pupils

taking on leadership opportunities, with form

and sports captains being selected and

Roman and Heidi chosen to represent Year 7

in Pupil Parliament.

Next week, we will launch our Year 7 Attendance Passport, celebrating excellent

attendance and pupils who are making a positive effort to improve theirs, with some

exciting prizes to be won including a skip-the-queue pass and a pizza lunch.

I have enjoyed visiting forms and lessons to deliver birthday cards to pupils

celebrating their special day – a lovely opportunity to see how well the year group is

settling in and thriving.

This week, pupils also took part in a fire drill, giving them the opportunity to practise

the procedure ahead of next week’s whole-school drill. They demonstrated excellent

maturity and behaviour throughout.

It has been a busy and hugely rewarding start, and we are incredibly proud of Year 7.

We are looking forward to seeing all they achieve throughout their time at Ashton on

Mersey.

Miss Edwards

Our first whole year assembly provided an opportunity to celebrate some of the many

positive contributions already being made. We also launched our new Form League,

with forms earning points for achievements including punctuality, positive behaviour

and staff recognition.
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A taste of hospitality at Treehouse hotel Manchester

Miss Fisher and Mrs Boulton were

delighted to visit Treehouse Hotel

Manchester to celebrate the opening of

their new 14th-floor restaurant and bar,

Sister Moon.

It was a fantastic evening, giving them the

chance to experience the new space and

sample some of the food and drinks on

offer.

The Hospitality and Catering department

partnership with Treehouse continues to

grow, with the hotel recently providing one

of our students with a valuable work

experience opportunity. They look forward

to building on this relationship through

future visits, experiences and exciting

opportunities for our students.

A huge thank you to Jules Furnival for the

opportunity to attend such a wonderful

evening and for her continued support of

our school and students.

We look forward to working together on

many more opportunities in the future.



Attendance Matters

Positive attendance has a significant impact on outcomes in school.

Research from the Department for Education shows that regular attendance can

make a real difference to a young person’s progress. Year 11 pupils with very high

attendance were almost twice as likely to achieve a grade 5 in English and Maths

GCSE compared with similar pupils attending 90–95% of the time. This means that

even relatively small improvements in attendance can make a difference over time.

Being in school gives pupils more opportunities to learn, build relationships, take part

in school life and access support when they need it.

However, we are aware that attendance isn't always straightforward. Our aim is

to work alongside families to understand any barriers and provide support wherever

we can. If your child is experiencing any school-based concerns or attendance

issues, please contact the Pastoral Team.

Working together, we want every child to feel supported to attend, belong in our

school community and achieve.





Extra-curricular clubs



Performing Arts and PE extra-curricular



Footloose
Thank you to all the pupils who attended the first audition session on Tuesday. 

There was a great turnout and some impressive talent.



Trafford Schools Rugby Trial 12th September 

Trafford Schools Rugby Programme offers rugby opportunities for players in 
Years 7, 8 9 and 10 at comprehensive Trafford schools, within the 
traditional Saturday morning school fixtures. It is fully supported by Sale 
Sharks.

If your child is interested, they should attend the trial at 10.30-11.45am on 
Saturday 12th September at Trafford MV RUFC.

Please contact Steve Hanley via WhatsApp on 07956 759858 for further 
information.



Congratulations

Josef in Year 8 continues to go from strength to strength with his tennis. 

His U16 Brooklands team won their Cheshire league before Josef travelled to Jersey 

with his teammates from The Northern.

During his week in Jersey, he played 12 matches and won the U14 consolation title, 

finishing with four consecutive singles victories. The day after returning home, he 

competed in the Leigh Tennis Club Grade 5 U16 tournament and went on to win the 

title.

A fantastic achievement, well done!

We love hearing about pupil successes outside of school. 

If you would like to share, please email the details with a photograph to 

office@aom.trafford.sch.uk
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