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NEWSLETTER

11th September 2026

(Headteacher Message

All of our young people have now adjusted to our new
expectations around mobile phones.

Staff have been really pleased by the maturity of pupils who have
shown, as they often do, how the younger generation often adapt
quickly and easily into new routines.

‘Welcome to Year 11’ took place on Thursday. Thank you to all

parents and carers that supported the event. This is the key year Mr McConaghie
for this cohort of pupils with revision sessions after school starting Headteacher

very soon. May | encourage every young person to take up the
wide range of additional learning opportunities available
throughout the year.

The welcome events for each year group continue throughout this half term. | look
forward to seeing you at them.

Year 10
WELCOME EVENING

For parents and carers of Year 10 pupils

J
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Diary
» 15™ September - Year 7 Author visit
* 17" September - Year 10 Welcome Evening
» 23 September - School photographer for Y7,9,11
* 24" September — Open Evening 5-8pm
» 29" September - Year 8 Welcome Evening
* 1stOctober - Year 7 Welcome Evening
» 8% October-Year 9 Welcome Evening
* 12" November - Sixth Form Open Evening
e 24™ & 25" November - Flu vaccinations
* 26™ November - Christmas Markets 6-8pm
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4 R
Year 7 Reading test - Thursday 17" September
Year 7 pupils will sit the National Group Reading Test (NGRT) on Thursday 17t
September. This assessment helps us establish a baseline of your child’s ready ability.
Please reassure your child that there is no way and no need to prepare or revise for the
test.
Year 7 CAT4 testing sessions
Only a small number of pupils remain to complete the tests due to absence, and these
will be arranged on their return. CAT4 results will be shared with parents and carers
as part of the first Year 7 report, sent home before the end of term.
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lSLAND OESKULLS
Gota questic;n about writing,
books or inspiration?
An Award-Winning Author is Comingto | New York Times bestsellng author
Visit Y7! PETER BURNS
Get your questions ready! — ' T _—
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Year 7 - A fantastic start to life at Ashton on Mersey

What a fantastic start our Year 7 pupils have
made to life at Ashton on Mersey!

They have settled into secondary school
incredibly well and are already demonstrating
our school values through their resilience,
compassion, ambition and respect.

Pupils approached their recent CAT4
assessments with excellent focus and
maturity, while many have already embraced
the wide range of extra-curricular
opportunities on offer, including sports trials
and auditions for our school production of
Footloose.

It has also been wonderful to see pupils
taking on leadership opportunities, with form
and sports captains being selected and
Roman and Heidi chosen to represent Year 7
in Pupil Parliament.

Our first whole year assembly provided an opportunity to celebrate some of the many
positive contributions already being made. We also launched our new Form League,
with forms earning points for achievements including punctuality, positive behaviour
and staff recognition.

Next week, we will launch our Year 7 Attendance Passport, celebrating excellent
attendance and pupils who are making a positive effort to improve theirs, with some
exciting prizes to be won including a skip-the-queue pass and a pizza lunch.

| have enjoyed visiting forms and lessons to deliver birthday cards to pupils
celebrating their special day — a lovely opportunity to see how well the year group is
settling in and thriving.

This week, pupils also took part in a fire drill, giving them the opportunity to practise
the procedure ahead of next week’s whole-school drill. They demonstrated excellent
maturity and behaviour throughout.

It has been a busy and hugely rewarding start, and we are incredibly proud of Year 7.

We are looking forward to seeing all they achieve throughout their time at Ashton on
Mersey.

Q/Iiss Edwards /
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Some lovely
comments about

our Year 7 pupils

P:mm Ms Firth

* Lily Pollard: | have met her a couple of times now and she is always very polite &
shows resilience. She is very thankful for any support she receives.

From Ms Foster
» Khalid Adelaja has worked incredibly hard in his first week at secondary school.
From Ms Fitzpatrick

* Quinn Leadbetter for being generally brilliant and asking important questions to
help him & his peers!

From Ms Bruce:

* Frankie Grady, Betty and Alice Moore and Emily Garner have made an excellent
impression in PE and worked hard during their first PE lesson.

From Ms Hughes:

» Meil Sitja Monras - Avery helpful and polite pupil. Getting involved in class and
meeting our expectations at Ashton very well. An exemplar of our schoolvalues!

From Mr Robson:

» |ottie Tute - Lottie has made a brilliant start to History by answering questions,
working hard and showing a keenness to help other pupils.

From Ms Packwood:
¢  Giulia Di Dio
¢ Quinn Leadbetter

Both have shown excellent effort and engagement and shown that they are prepared to
give everything a go.

I would like to commend the whole of VM4 (7LAF) who have made an excellent start to
their English lessons. | am impressed with their attitude, kindness, and politeness and |
look forward to seeing them flourish.
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Some lovely
comments about

our Year 7 pupils

From Ms Callan:

Edward Bailey has been incredibly helpful, respectful and positive every time |
have taught him.

James Shaw has had brilliant contributions in Geography and has also been
incredibly helpful.

Lottie Tute has also been very kind and hardworking in Geography.

From Ms Bate:

Isabella Moores has shown kindness and patience when helping other pupils
during her history lessons.

From Mr Thomas:

Lacey Chapman - Always respectful in the corridor and greets staff with a big
smile.

Alice Morley - excellent in science lessons and has already shown real
enthusiasm for the subject. She stayed behind after a lesson to thank her
teacher for the effort that had gone into it. Pupils like Alice keep us going.
Harrison Mckrell - very attentive and respectful in science. He asks some really
good guestions, which shows both his curiosity and how closely he's following
the lesson.

Francesca Rutley - keeps a very neat and careful exercise book in science; a
great example to others.

Heidi Royle-Hermitt - always has a smile on her face and a positive outlook
towards everything.

From Ms Wild:

Barney Atkinson - Barney is simply one of the politest, and happiest pupils -
always smiles at me in the corridor and says hello!

Laylah Probert - Laylah has been an absolute star and made amazing
contributions in all lessons

Frankie Grady and Jonah Salisbury - Frankie and Jonah are both fantastic book
monitors and super helpful

"l
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A taste of hospitality at Treehouse hotel Manchester

Miss Fisher and Mrs Boulton were
delighted to visit Treehouse Hotel
Manchester to celebrate the opening of
their new 14th-floor restaurant and bar,
Sister Moon.

It was a fantastic evening, giving them the
chance to experience the new space and
sample some of the food and drinks on
offer.

The Hospitality and Catering department
partnership with Treehouse continues to
grow, with the hotel recently providing one
of our students with a valuable work
experience opportunity. They look forward
to building on this relationship through
future visits, experiences and exciting
opportunities for our students.

A huge thank you to Jules Furnival for the
opportunity to attend such a wonderful
evening and for her continued support of
our school and students.

We look forward to working together on
many more opportunities in the future.

Believe Achieve Succeed
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Attendance Matters

Positive attendance has a significant impact on outcomes in school.

Research from the Department for Education shows that regular attendance can
make a real difference to a young person’s progress. Year 11 pupils with very high
attendance were almost twice as likely to achieve a grade 5 in English and Maths
GCSE compared with similar pupils attending 90-95% of the time. This means that
even relatively small improvements in attendance can make a difference over time.
Being in school gives pupils more opportunities to learn, build relationships, take part
in school life and access support when they need it.

However, we are aware that attendance isn't always straightforward. Our aim is
to work alongside families to understand any barriers and provide support wherever
we can. If your child is experiencing any school-based concerns or attendance
Issues, please contact the Pastoral Team.

Working together, we want every child to feel supported to attend, belong in our
school community and achieve.

Attendance Matters

How close are you to having 100% attendance?

' 100%

SCHOOL DAYS off is 24
lessons missed each year

T08% | > e
96%

- 95%
94%
0% | >>

- 85% | >>

SCHOOL DAYS offis 42
lessons missed each year

SCHOOL DAYS offis 66
lessons missed each year

NEEDSTO
IMPROVE

>>

CONCERNS

frefer :E: IWIfa,’

SCHOOL DAYS offis 120
lessons missed each year

SERIOUS
CONCERNS

SCHOOL DAYS offis 180
lessons missed each year

<

Maximise your potential

Attend school everyday

J
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tra-Curricular
Clubs

WEEK BEGINNING

14th September

Club timetables shared.
Start to consider what clubs you would like to attend this year.
Some clubs may start this week — PE for example.

WEEK BEGINNING

21st September

Sign up week.

Club promotion video will be shared in form time,
find out a little bit more about each club.

Sign up to the clubs you would like to attend using
your Student Portal.

21st September - 17th December

Autumn Term extra curricular clubs run.

//
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Extra-curricular clubs
s 5 Autumn Term 2026 — Extra-curricular (&
Time Activity Venue Teacher{s)
Monday
Keyboard Club Room 38 Mizs Mariin
Homework Support (all years) SENDY SEND Team (See Year
Library Group TAs for details)
Crchestra D Studio J Martin/H MaclLeod
Tuesday
St Mary's Explore Club Room 58 Mrz Senion/St Mary's
Youth workers
Singing Group D Studio Mizs Smyth
Just Dance (Year 7 and &) Dance Mrz Lawson
Studio
Homework Support (all years) SENDY SEND Team [Ses Year
Library Grouwp TAs for details)
GCSE Ar Club (Year 10/11) Room 34 Miss Forber
GCSE Art Club (Year 10/11) Room 35 | Miss Cockayne
STEM club (all years) Room 13 | Miss Andrew
History Club (all years) Room 59 Miss Hughes
Fitness Suile F Suite Mr Moors
Mational Theatre New Views TEC Dr Steadmanfliss Foster
- soript writing programme. Limited
numbers see English team for more details.
Wednesday
Chess Club (all years) Room 47 Miss Lloyd
Pen Pal (Year &9) Hoom 64 Miz= Molina
Fitzpatrick
Keyboard Club Room 38 | Miz= Martin
Hoom 33 | Mr Gallagher
Homework Support (all years) SENDY SEND Team (See Year
Library Growp TAs for details)
GCSE Art Club (Year 10/11) Room 34 | Miss Forber
GCSE Art Club (Year 10/11 Room 35 Miss Cockayne
STEM club {all years) Room 13 Miss Andrews
Cooking Club (Year 7/89) Room 10 | Miss Fisher
Science Club and The big bang Room 32 | Mr Thomas
challenge Investigation
Thursday
Board Games Club (all years) Room 47 Miss Lloyd
Singing Group Drama Mizs Smyth
Studio
Creative writing and mindful colouring Room 43 | Miss Foster
Homework Club (all years) SENDY SEND Team (See Year
Library Group TAs for details)
The Acting Workshop D Studio | Miss Smith
DofE — (Year 10 DofE students) Room F21 | Mr Kelly
Fitness Suile F Suite Mr Moors
Friday
Claz=sroom Karaoke (all years) Room 39 Mizs Smyth

Believe Achieve Succeed




( Performing Arts and PE extra-curricular \

Time Activity Venue Teacher(s)

Monday
Year 11 Revision Drama Studio Mr Hall
Keyboard Club Room 38 Miss Martin

Ms Macleod

Lunch

After

School Drama Studio

Orchestra

Tuesday

Lunch Singing group Drama Studio Miss Smyth

Mr Hall, Miss Smyth,
Footloose Rehearsals | Drama Studio | Miss Martin and Miss
Foster

After
School

Wednesday
Lunch

Mr Hall, Miss Smyth,
Footloose Rehearsals | Drama Studio | Miss Martin and Miss
Foster

After
School

Thursday
Singing group Drama Studio Miss Smyth

Lunch GCSE Boosters Drama Studio | Mr Hall, Miss Smyth
(Drama and Music) Room 38 and Miss Martin

The Acting Workshop | Drama Studio Miss Smith
Friday

After

After
School

Miss Smyth

Monday

JN Sl Street Dance (Paid Club 7-10) Dance Studio

Tuesday

(W11 T - Just Dance (7&8) Dance Studio Mrs Lawson
N Clette LGl Badminton League Night (7&8) Sports Hall Mr Jackson / Mr Milner

Football (Team: 7A) Field Mr Doody

Football (Team: 7B) Field Miss Lloyd

Football (Team: 8) Astro Mr Henderson

Football (Team: 9) Astro Mr Milner

Netball (Team: 7-11) Netball Courts Mrs Bruce / Miss Connolly

Fitness (9-11)
ACE Programme (Sixth Form

Fitness Suite Mr Moors
Mr Stabler

Nicigstv Bl Basketball League Night (7-11) Sports Hall Mr Doody / Miss Lloyd
Rugby (Team: 7-9) Field Mr Locke/ Mr Worsfold
Girls Football (Team: 7-11) Astro Miss Pemberton

X- Country Field Miss Lawson

Sixth Form Football Scholarship Field Mr Henderson

ACE Programme (Sixth Form Mr Stabler

Nicigctv GO Football League Night (7&8) Mr Stabler/ Miss Pemberton

Netball League Night (7-11) Netball Courts Mrs Bruce / Miss Connolly

Table Tennis League Night (7-11) Gymnasium Mr Locke

Football (Team: 10) Field Mr Stead

Football (Team: 11) Field Mr Jackson

Elite Basketball (Invitation Only) Sports Hall Mr Graham

Fitness (9-11) Fitness Suite Mr Moors /
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Footloose

AUDITIOM
SCHEDULE

Thank you to all the pupils who attended the first audition session on Tuesday.

There was a great turnout and some impressive talent.

Would you like to be in the next school show?

Tue 8th Sept

Wed 9th Sept

3.20-5:00pm

3.20-5:00pm

Singing through audition
songs and learning more
about the show

Learning the audition
dance

Tue 15th Sept

Wed 16th Sept

3:30-5:00pm

3:30-5:00pm

Singing Auditions

Dance Auditions

Tues 22nd Sept

Weds 23rd Sept

3:30-5:00pm

3:30-5:00pm

Acting Auditions

Acting Auditions + extra
space in case other
auditions missed due to
illness

Please note that you need to attend all of the above to be part of the show.

Show Dates:
2™ & 3™ March 2027

Google Classroom Code:
dcfgi75q

J

M DT AoMSchool

Believe Achieve Succeed



4 )

Trafford Schools Rugby Trial 12t September

TRXFFORD

SCHOOLS RUGBY

Trafford Schools Rugby Programme offers rugby opportunities for players in
Years 7, 8 9 and 10 at comprehensive Trafford schools, within the

traditional Saturday morning school fixtures. It is fully supported by Sale
Sharks.

If your child is interested, they should attend the trial at 10.30-11.45am on
Saturday 12t September at Trafford MV RUFC.

Please contact Steve Hanley via WhatsApp on 07956 759858 for further
information.

Believe Achieve Succeed
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Congratulations

Josef in Year 8 continues to go from strength to strength with his tennis.

His U16 Brooklands team won their Cheshire league before Josef travelled to Jersey

with his teammates from The Northern.

During his week in Jersey, he played 12 matches and won the U14 consolation title,

finishing with four consecutive singles victories. The day after returning home, he

competed in the Leigh Tennis Club Grade 5 U16 tournament and went on to win the

title.

A fantastic achievement, well done!

We love hearing about pupil successes outside of school.

If you would like to share, please email the details with a photograph to
office@aom.trafford.sch.uk

J
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