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Headteacher Message

It is only week 3 and pupils are already thriving both in and
beyond the classroom. It was a pleasure to welcome author Peter
Burns in this week, who inspired Year 7 with his journey into
writing.

We have also had our annual Sports Awards. Ashton on Mersey
has a strong reputation for sport and physical activity provision.
Pupils across the school were recognised for their achievements
In every area of Sport and PE.

Mr McConaghie
Headteacher

Next week is our annual Open Evening with school closing at
2:20pm to allow our staff the opportunity to prepare the school for
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School photograph day for Years 7,9, 11
Wednesday 234 September

Please note that on Wednesday 23'@ September, the school photographers will be in
school. Pupils in Years 7, 9 and 11 will have individual portraits taken. Pupils are able
to wear their hair down for photos. As always, parents will have the opportunity to
purchase a selection of photographs.

For siblings that attend the school, we are more than happy to take their photos
together. If you would like your children to have a photograph together, please ask
them to go to Rigby Hall during break and lunch.

Please can we ask for smart appearances on this day.

. J
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Year 7 Author Visit

Our Year 7 pupils had a fantastic afternoon
visit with a New York Times bestselling
author, Peter Burns.

Peter gave pupils an insider's guide to the
mysterious world of Tom Morgan and the
Shadow League from his award-winning
children's thriller series, Shadow Thieves.
Pupils also got first-hand insights into the
world of publishing and tips to inspire them in
their own writing journeys.

Believe Achieve Succeed




[ English update \

The year has got off to a fantastic start in the English department

Our Year 7 pupils have begun their journey into the English
literary canon by exploring the fascinating world of creation
myths. They have been discovering the ancient stories that
different cultures used to explain the origins of the world,
humanity and the natural world, considering the big questions
that people have asked for thousands of years.

' | CHARLES DICKENS

Year 8 have taken on one of Charles Dickens’ great novels,
Great Expectations. They are beginning to unravel the story of
Pip, exploring themes such as ambition, social class, identity and
the desire to become someone different.

EXPECT/\TIONS 2

Year 9 have entered the shadowy and mysterious world of the
Gothic genre. They are beginning to explore what makes a story ___
Gothic, encountering ideas of fear, mystery, the supernatural, 7
isolation and the unknown. We are looking forward to exploring
these themes through the novel Frankenstein as the days grow
shorter.

Year 10 have begun their study of J.B. Priestley’s An Inspector |
Calls, considering its powerful themes of social responsibility, [
inequality, generational conflict and the consequences of our [js
actions. There is plenty for them to debate as they consider |[&
Priestley’s message and the ways in which he challenges his
audience to think about society.

Year 11 have returned to the world of Shakespeare with
Macbeth, exploring themes including ambition, power, guilt and
fate. Macbeth and Lady Macbeth certainly provide plenty of
material for discussion and our Year 11 pupils have really
impressed us as they get to grips with complexities of
Shakespeare’s language and characters.

And finally, a huge well done to Year 7 for their first assessment
of the year. Their performance in the New Group Reading Test
(NGRT) was extremely impressive. They have made a brilliant
start, demonstrating some fantastic reading skills and showing us
just how much potential they have.
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Spotlight on Key Stage 3

| am delighted to introduce myself as a new Assistant
Headteacher and Head of Key Stage 3 at Ashton on
Mersey School.

| have over 10 years teaching and leadership
experience, having led KS3 and other areas at a high
school in Cheshire East, and | am really looking
forward to supporting your young people through the

exciting and important years of Year 8 and 9. j Miss Keaveney
Assistant Headteacher — KS3

Our Year 8 and 9 pupils have made a fantastic start to the academic year and it has
been a real pleasure meeting them, dropping in to lessons and form time sessions and
hearing about all of the brilliant opportunities on offer to pupils in KS3 in our school.

Next week, | will be sharing some information with pupils around their themes for the
year, to further foster a strong sense of community and identity amongst the year
groups. | look forward to sharing information with yourselves about this, as well as other
key information about the academic year ahead, at our Welcome Evenings taking place
before October half term.

| look forward to meeting you at the Welcome Evenings and encourage our pupils to
continue to work and try hard, get involved in all opportunities and strive to be the best
person they can be.

WELCOME EVENINGS

\J

J
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( Curriculum information \

Have a look at the curriculum pages on the school website https://aomschool.co.uk/ to
find up to date information about the curriculum studied in all year groups. This is a
great way to support your son/daughter as they move through the school year and
especially useful if you are planning for upcoming assessments and tests.

Every subject area has provided an 'at a glance' version of their curriculum. This
shows the year group highlighted in yellow and in the context of study in other year
groups. This means you can see how your child's current learning fits into the wider
body of knowledge they will study over their 5 or 7 years with us.

Alongside these, we have also provided a knowledge organiser section to
complement the curriculum content. These should be used to prepare for
assessments and tests.

For more information please visit our website at https://aomschool.co.uk/ then click the
following links: Key information/Curriculum/Year group.
'S FORMATION 0 o > |

Curriculum

(" )
Feedback to Catering Manager
Pupils discussed their thoughts on the food options in the canteen today and their
feedback was welcomed by the Catering Manager. They also discussed ways, in their
view, to make lunchtimes run even more smoothly.
It was a very productive meeting and pupils left feeling their voices had been heard.
J
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Extra-curricular clubs
s 5 Autumn Term 2026 — Extra-curricular (&
Time Activity Venue Teacher{s)
Monday
Keyboard Club Room 38 Mizs Mariin
Homework Support (all years) SENDY SEND Team (See Year
Library Group TAs for details)
Crchestra D Studio J Martin/H MaclLeod
Tuesday
St Mary's Explore Club Room 58 Mrz Senion/St Mary's
Youth workers
Singing Group D Studio Mizs Smyth
Just Dance (Year 7 and &) Dance Mrz Lawson
Studio
Homework Support (all years) SENDY SEND Team [Ses Year
Library Grouwp TAs for details)
GCSE Ar Club (Year 10/11) Room 34 Miss Forber
GCSE Art Club (Year 10/11) Room 35 | Miss Cockayne
STEM club (all years) Room 13 | Miss Andrew
History Club (all years) Room 59 Miss Hughes
Fitness Suile F Suite Mr Moors
Mational Theatre New Views TEC Dr Steadmanfliss Foster
- soript writing programme. Limited
numbers see English team for more details.
Wednesday
Chess Club (all years) Room 47 Miss Lloyd
Pen Pal (Year &9) Hoom 64 Miz= Molina
Fitzpatrick
Keyboard Club Room 38 | Miz= Martin
Hoom 33 | Mr Gallagher
Homework Support (all years) SENDY SEND Team (See Year
Library Growp TAs for details)
GCSE Art Club (Year 10/11) Room 34 | Miss Forber
GCSE Art Club (Year 10/11 Room 35 Miss Cockayne
STEM club {all years) Room 13 Miss Andrews
Cooking Club (Year 7/89) Room 10 | Miss Fisher
Science Club and The big bang Room 32 | Mr Thomas
challenge Investigation
Thursday
Board Games Club (all years) Room 47 Miss Lloyd
Singing Group Drama Mizs Smyth
Studio
Creative writing and mindful colouring Room 43 | Miss Foster
Homework Club (all years) SENDY SEND Team (See Year
Library Group TAs for details)
The Acting Workshop D Studio | Miss Smith
DofE — (Year 10 DofE students) Room F21 | Mr Kelly
Fitness Suile F Suite Mr Moors
Friday
Claz=sroom Karaoke (all years) Room 39 Mizs Smyth
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( Performing Arts and PE extra-curricular \

Time Activity Venue Teacher(s)

Monday
Year 11 Revision Drama Studio Mr Hall
Keyboard Club Room 38 Miss Martin

Ms Macleod

Lunch

After

School Drama Studio

Orchestra

Tuesday

Lunch Singing group Drama Studio Miss Smyth

Mr Hall, Miss Smyth,
Footloose Rehearsals | Drama Studio | Miss Martin and Miss
Foster

After
School

Wednesday
Lunch

Mr Hall, Miss Smyth,
Footloose Rehearsals | Drama Studio | Miss Martin and Miss
Foster

After
School

Thursday
Singing group Drama Studio Miss Smyth

Lunch GCSE Boosters Drama Studio | Mr Hall, Miss Smyth
(Drama and Music) Room 38 and Miss Martin

The Acting Workshop | Drama Studio Miss Smith
Friday

After

After
School

Miss Smyth

Monday

JN Sl Street Dance (Paid Club 7-10) Dance Studio

Tuesday

(W11 T - Just Dance (7&8) Dance Studio Mrs Lawson
N Clette LGl Badminton League Night (7&8) Sports Hall Mr Jackson / Mr Milner

Football (Team: 7A) Field Mr Doody

Football (Team: 7B) Field Miss Lloyd

Football (Team: 8) Astro Mr Henderson

Football (Team: 9) Astro Mr Milner

Netball (Team: 7-11) Netball Courts Mrs Bruce / Miss Connolly

Fitness (9-11)
ACE Programme (Sixth Form

Fitness Suite Mr Moors
Mr Stabler

Nicigstv Bl Basketball League Night (7-11) Sports Hall Mr Doody / Miss Lloyd
Rugby (Team: 7-9) Field Mr Locke/ Mr Worsfold
Girls Football (Team: 7-11) Astro Miss Pemberton

X- Country Field Miss Lawson

Sixth Form Football Scholarship Field Mr Henderson

ACE Programme (Sixth Form Mr Stabler

Nicigctv GO Football League Night (7&8) Mr Stabler/ Miss Pemberton

Netball League Night (7-11) Netball Courts Mrs Bruce / Miss Connolly

Table Tennis League Night (7-11) Gymnasium Mr Locke

Football (Team: 10) Field Mr Stead

Football (Team: 11) Field Mr Jackson

Elite Basketball (Invitation Only) Sports Hall Mr Graham

Fitness (9-11) Fitness Suite Mr Moors /
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Footloose

AUDITIOM
SCHEDULE

Thank you to all the pupils who attended the first audition session on Tuesday.

There was a great turnout and some impressive talent.

Would you like to be in the next school show?

Tue 8th Sept

Wed 9th Sept

3.20-5:00pm

3.20-5:00pm

Singing through audition
songs and learning more
about the show

Learning the audition
dance

Tue 15th Sept

Wed 16th Sept

3:30-5:00pm

3:30-5:00pm

Singing Auditions

Dance Auditions

Tues 22nd Sept

Weds 23rd Sept

3:30-5:00pm

3:30-5:00pm

Acting Auditions

Acting Auditions + extra
space in case other
auditions missed due to
illness

Please note that you need to attend all of the above to be part of the show.

Show Dates:
2™ & 3™ March 2027

Google Classroom Code:
dcfgi75q

J

M DT AoMSchool
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Congratulations

Relays at Heaton Park.

Congratulation to Florence, Ben C and Ben M who took part in the North West Road

Florence ran in the U16 girls team with them finishing 2nd in Greater Manchester and

J

\ Ben C ran for the U14 boys team who finished 3rd in Greater Manchester.
r

~N
Discounted Sale Sharks tickets
Tickets for the first Sale Sharks league game on Sat 26" September are available at
a discounted rate for parents and carers:
Discounted tickets link
\_ J
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https://www.eticketing.co.uk/salesharksrugby/EDP/Event/Index/437?spell=007e2172-9ca6-4690-bb78-6dfe816d9b7f
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