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NEWSLETTER

25th September 2026

(Headteacher Message

Open Evening was a fantastic celebration of our school
community. Over 1500 people came through our doors to see
a showcase of what Ashton on Mersey offers each and every
day. Particular credit should go to our pupil volunteers and the
perfect team who represented the school with pride.

We remain committed to engaging all members of this
community with ‘Welcome to.." events planned next week for
Years 12, 8 and 7. | look forward to greeting you.

Mr McConaghie
Headteacher
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4 Scholastic Book Fair starts 28" September

Scholastic
Book Fair
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The Scholastic Book Fair is returning to our school library next week. The fair will be
open to all pupils during lunchtime from Monday to Thursday.

Pupils do not need to bring cash to school. Instead, they will have the chance to
browse the shelves during lunch and fill out a wish list to take home. Parents/carers
can then review the selections, make a secure payment online, and the ordered
books will be delivered directly to the school.

Best of all, our library earns commission on every purchase, which goes directly
towards buying brand-new books for our pupils. It's a brilliant, hassle-free way to
encourage reading while supporting our school.
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WELCOME EVENINGS
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Science

Pupils have made a fantastic start, and staff are enjoying getting to know their new
groups.

We are now in our fourth year of delivering the updated Key Stage 5 curriculum
across all three science disciplines. It has been a real privilege supporting our older
students as they bridge the gap from GCSEs, equipping them with the essential skills
and knowledge needed for university and their future careers.

Year 7:

Off to a fabulous start! They’'ve been demonstrating their understanding of lab safety
and hazards while developing crucial practical skills—for many, their very first time
working in a science lab displaying excellent attitudes to learning.

Year 8:

Currently exploring acids and alkalis, discovering how everyday household items fit
into these categories. They’ve also learned how to use indicators to test pH levels
with some even producing their own indicator using red cabbage!

Year 9:

Diving into the physics of light and sound. Using prisms, colour filters and ray boxes,
students have been manipulating light rays and observing how light behaves
firsthand.

Year 10:

Both combined and triple science students have made a fantastic effort to start their
GCSE journey on the right foot. Navigating the complex concepts of chemical
bonding has highlighted the clear step-up from Key Stage 3. Given the faster pace, it
Is vital that students engage fully and utilise the support from their staff.

Year 11:

The Plants and Energy/Forces topics are now well underway. With mock exams only
a few weeks away in November, attendance in lessons and completion of homework
are crucial to ensure students reach their full potential.
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Science - Homework on ActivelLearn

All classes are set homework tasks on a weekly
basis. Every student at Key stage 3 and 4 should
have received their log in details for ActivelLearn,
which is an online platform that supports home

(https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/home).

format of the part of their school email before the
@ e.g., aom23z19. The password is the same for
all students: Sciencel.

If students are unsure, their science teacher will
be able to help.

Science - Year 10/11 Revision Guides and Workbooks

available.

you are purchasing for the Edexcel specification. If you are
completing triple science, you will need 3 separate guides
for biology, chemistry and physics. If you are studying
combined science there is one single revision guide for all of
your content, alongside separate workbooks to assess
understanding through practice questions.

learning A C tl Ve
Their username for ActiveLearn follows the | e a rn .

Revision guides for our Year 10/11 students will soon be © pearson

Revise

Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1)

For those wishing to purchase themselves please ensure Combined Science

Higher tiex /
Revision Guide

Science Club

Science Club is back. Mr Thomas welcomes pupils every
Wednesday after school in Room 32 for fun experiments
and hands-on STEM challenges. All pupils are welcome.

Following excellent feedback on last year’s entry, our pupils
are taking part in the national Big Bang Challenge again.

The team has built a model of the Jackson Building to test
its thermal conductivity and insulation, developing valuable
problem-solving, creativity and engineering skills.

We wish our innovative team the best of luck in the

\competltlonI
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Lunctime Just Dance (7&8)

Monday

F Nt Ml Street Dance (Paid Club 7-10) Dance Studio

Tuesday

PE extra-curricular

Dance Studio

Mrs Lawson

NG estd LIl Badminton League Night (7&8) Sports Hall Mr Jackson / Mr Milner
Football (Team: 7A) Field Mr Doody
Football (Team: 7B) Field Miss Lloyd
Football (Team: 8) Astro Mr Henderson
Football (Team: 9) Astro Mr Milner

Netball (Team: 7-11)
Fitness (9-11)
ACE Programme (Sixth Form

G ectd Ll Basketball League Night (7-11)

ACE Programme (Sixth Form

NG etd LIl Football League Night (7&8)

Netball League Night (7-11)

Netball Courts
Fitness Suite

Sports Hall

Netball Courts

Mrs Bruce / Miss Connolly
Mr Moors
Mr Stabler

Mr Doody / Miss Lloyd

Rugby (Team: 7-9) Field Mr Locke/ Mr Worsfold
Girls Football (Team: 7-11) Astro Miss Pemberton

X- Country Field Miss Lawson

Sixth Form Football Scholarship Field Mr Henderson

Mr Stabler

Mr Stabler/ Miss Pemberton
Mrs Bruce / Miss Connolly

Table Tennis League Night (7-11) Gymnasium Mr Locke
Football (Team: 10) Field Mr Stead
Football (Team: 11) Field Mr Jackson
Elite Basketball (Invitation Only) Sports Hall Mr Graham
Fitness (9-11) Fitness Suite Mr Moors

Important message from the PE department

We aim to have all pupils signed up to their BromCom groups by the end of next week.
To help us manage queries, please only sign your child up for clubs they will attend.

If a club is full, please ask your child to speak to the PE team. If they cannot find a
member of staff, they can attend the club and staff will add them to the group.

Pupils have now been informed which sports teams they are in. Staff will add team
members to the relevant BromCom group; parents/carers should not do this.
Match information will be sent by the relevant teacher via the MCAS app.

Please note that spectators are not permitted at home games, although we may
provide further information for special occasions.

Clubs not currently showing on BromCom will be available by the date of the club, and
no later than the end of next week.

For any other issues, please ask your child to speak to the PE team in school in the

first instance.
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/ Sports Awards \

Last week, the PE department delivered their yearly sports awards ceremonies to
pupils in year 7-10. The awards celebrate the commitment and contribution of pupils to
our extra-curricular PE programme during the past twelve months.

Over 1,000 awards were presented, including Sporting Colours badges, Most Improved
Performer, Player of the Year and Outstanding Contribution to PE awards, culminating
in the announcement of our Sports Personalities for each year group.

This year’s Sports Personalities of the Year were as follows:

Year 7: Evie A & Daniel T
Year 8: Freya G + Zak G
Year 9: Gabby F & Sam M
Year 10: Hannah B & Joe G

Overall Sports Personality
of the Year: Henry C
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Geography trip

Year 11 GCSE Geography pupils enjoyed a field trip to Salford Quays this week
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School Production - Footloose - 2" & 3" March
Character FOOTLOOSE CAST LISTI!!
Ren
MecCormack William Bilsland
Ariel Moore Sophia Smith
Rev. Shaw
Moore Matthew North
Vi Moore Jess Furlong
Rusty Annabelle Caufield
Williard Hewitt Emile Shaw
Ethel
McCormack Emily Le Clercq
Urleen Brooke Marsh
Betty Blast Lyra Fernandes-Arias
Wendy lo Izla Frankland-Dean
Eleanor
Chuck Dunbar Beth Mcllhagger
Cranston Elliot Ashurst
Cowgirl Bonnie Thea Bloss
Lyle Maoah Christian
Cowboy Bob Harrison M
Travis Moah Morgan
Cowgirl Jude Molly Cook
Jeter Hayden Wong
Cowboy Chet Yogie Chu
Bickle Harvey Maturan
Cowgirl Laura
Garvin Moses Kwok Jo Mokshika Goda
Principal Clark Maddie Ohamara Dani lzabel Ellis
Cop Beau McNMeillie Lindsay Ruby Newell
Coach Dunbar Maria Florin Stevie Hailey Chu
Lulu Warnicker Gemma Scott Marty Priyasi Sujera
Wes Warnicker Lewis Hales Isabella Royal, Annabelle Cochrane,
Catherine Mathew, Jess Gregory, Alexikai
Kelly, Hannah Moodie, Lily Barker, Laura
Towns People/ Vasconcelos, Nelly Fletcher-Bennett, Anna
Con gratu lations to the P Widger, Phoebe Caldwell, Hailey Smithson,
. Congregation | Siena Nurdyn, Kitty Whittaker, Elinor Almatta
pupils who have secured
. Tilly Collins, Bella Savage, lzzy Ellis, Thea
a pa rt in our 2027 Bloss, Ruby Mewell, Sienna Bhaker, Stella
. Sandy, Hailey Chu, Abi Odigie, Lottie Tute,
p rOd u Ct ion Dancers Freya McCarthy, Lyra Fernandes-Arias, Beau
McNellie, Yogie Chu, Hester Overy Ellis, Orla
Maorlan, Alexis Kelso, Priyasi Sujera, Lottie
Gasiotowski, |sabel Austin, Asia Leacock,
Mokshika Goda
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Congratulations to Charlotte who is in St John’s Amateur Boxing Club and won a
competition in Walsall last weekend. Well done.

Congratulations to Evie who has secured a place on the team at Stoke City's
Emerging Talent Centre. A fantastic achievement.
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/ ‘ Star of the week
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Ambition

Alexander O’Sullivan 9RAB — Nominated by Miss Molina for a very
positive start to year 9, working hard every Spanish lesson. Keep it up!

Sama Hadi 10SUS — Moniated by Miss Lawson. Sama has made a really
positive start to the course and has great energy in class. Well done
Sama.

Senna Thompson 12ADD — Nominated by Miss Wild for her fantastic
attitude towards the start of the Geography A Level course. She continually
has been working hard, and is super engaged with the content. | have
enjoyed hearing her peronal perspectives on various case studies that we
have learnt about, Keep it up Senna!!

Chloe Pike 11BNF — Nominated by Miss Lloyd. Chloe actively participates
in lessons and is willing to challenge herself.

Compassion

Isabella Royal 8SEF - — Nominated by Miss Martin for being incredibly
professional and helpful at Open Evening. She spent all evening
welcoming parents into the music rooms, sharing her passion and love for
music. She was inspiring to younger pupils, sharing insight on what we
offer at AOM. Her help was greatly appreciated.

Sonny Munt 10 FAH — Nominated by Miss Martin. Sonny was a credit to
the music department last night at Open Evening. He took it upon himself
to head his own small drumming tutorials to pupils coming into the music
rooms, inspiring younger pupils and showcasing leadership skills.
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Resilience

Alex Clow 10FAH — Nominated by Miss Hagan for working hard and trying his

best every single lesson.

Alfie Tomlinson 9PAC — Nominated by Miss Lloyd. Alfie has show resilience
and has started Year 9 with great effort and determination.

Mason Hawkins 7RHB — Nominated by Ms Foy for trying really hard in Maths.

Respect

Sumith Sen Gopagoni BASM- Nominated by Mrs Esgaio for showing
genuine respect and active listening toward his peers in Spanish.

Equality

Involvement in a form culture calendar
assembly

activity linked to promoting Equality

Star of the week or a Head of Year
reward for Equality

Respect

Bromcom points for ‘being respectful’
Bromcom points for ‘being helpful’

Star of the week, a praise postcard or a
Head of Year reward for Respect
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Enrichment points for an extra-curricular

Culture Challenge

Ambition (&‘\/j'

Subject award on Bromcom

Bromcom points for ‘good academic
progress’

Bromcom points for ‘hardworking’

Bromcom points for ‘committed or
outstanding behaviour for progress

Star of the week, a praise postcard or a
Head of Year reward for ‘Ambition’

Resilience

Bromcom points for 100% attendance’

Enrichment points for sustained
attendance at an extra-curricular
activity

Star of the week, a praise postcard or
a Head of Year reward for ‘resilience’
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