
 
 

English Curriculum overview  

 

  HT 1 HT2 HT 3 HT 4 HT 5 HT 6 

YEAR 7 

 

Theme: Ancient Origins 

Reading a series of mythological texts and 
Armitage’s Homer’s Odyssey. 

Descriptive writing. 

Theme: Links to Legends 

Studying Beowulf (Heaney and Headley) and reading 
Armitage’s Sir Gawain and The Green Night, alongside 

satellite texts. 

Narrative writing. 

 

Theme: The Art of Rhetoric 

Reading Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar alongside 
thematically linked texts, including famous 

speeches. 

Persuasive writing. 

YEAR 8 

 

Theme: The Story of the Novel 

Reading Dickens’ Great Expectations with 
thematically linked extracts. 

Rhetorical writing. 

Theme:  The Sonnet Form 

Exploring the sonnet form through works by Petrarch, 
Shakespeare, Donne, Wordsworth, Duffy and Dharker. 

 

Theme:  Comedy through Time  

Reading a William Shakespeare Comedy alongside 
other drama texts to examine how comedy is 

created in play texts. 

Narrative writing. 

YEAR 9 Genre study: The Gothic  

Reading extracts from ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary 
Shelley and other Gothic and dystopian texts. 

Rhetorical writing 

Thematic study: War and conflict 

Exploration of the ways that different forms of writing 
have dealt with the theme of war in the 20th and 21st 
century. Reading Journey’s End and extracts from a 

range of fiction and non-fiction texts. 

Descriptive and narrative writing. 

 

Theme: Tragedy 

Study of form: Tragedy through time.  

Exploration of the development of the Tragedy 
genre into the 20th and 21st century. Reading 

Othello and Death of a Salesman.  

Narrative and rhetorical writing. 



 
 

 
 

 

YEAR 10 
AQA 

 

GCSE Introduction to 
Literature  

An Inspector Calls by 
JB Priestley 

Introduction to this 
GCSE Literature play. 

 
 
 

‘A Christmas Carol’ by 
Charles Dickens. 

 

English Language 
 Paper 1: Explorations in 

Creative Reading and 
Writing 

Power and Conflict 
Poetry 

AQA Anthology 

English Language  
Paper 2: Viewpoints and 
Perspectives Q5. 

 
Spoken Language. 

Speech 

Revision of 
English Language Paper 

2: Viewpoints and 
Perspectives  

 
Introduction to the 

context of Macbeth in 
preparation for Term 1 

in Year 11 
YEAR 11 

AQA 
 

Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare.  

 
 
 

English Language Paper 1 
AoM Mocks 

Revision of A Christmas 
Carol 

English Language Paper 
2: Viewpoints and 

Perspectives 
 
 

Revision of ‘An Inspector 
Calls’ and Power and 

Conflict Poetry. 

Revision of English 
Language and Literature 

content. 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 12 
AQA 

A Level 
English 

Language 

Teacher  
1 

‘Bridging the Gap’ 
Developing 
analytical and 
interpretative 
skills. 

‘Continued Bridging the Gap’ 
Developing analytical and 
interpretative skills. 

‘Language and 
Representation’ – 
Developing working 
on textual analysis. 

‘Original Writing’ 
(introduction) 
Start work on different 
types of writing for NEA 
(and component 2 Q4) 

‘Introduction to 
Language Change’- 
how and why 
language changes. 

‘Introduction to 
Language Change’- 
how and why 
language changes. 



 
 

 Teacher  
2 

‘Introduction to 
Sociolinguistics’ 
Introduction to 
language and the 
individual/social 
groups/ethnolect/ 
occupation and 
regions. 

‘Introduction to Modes and 
Textual Variation’ – 
Developing understanding of 
mode as concept 

‘Sociolinguistics’ -  
Developing earlier 
work on diversity: 
language and 
occupation, gender, 
ethnicity and 
communities of 
practice. 

‘Sociolinguistics’ – 
develop to look at 
attitudes to variation 
and diversity. 

‘Introduction to 
Research and 
Investigation Skills’ –  
Begin to work on 
developing 
approaches to 
language investigation 
work. 

‘Introduction to 
Research and 
Investigation Skills’ – 
Begin to work on 
developing 
approaches to 
language 
investigation work. 

YEAR 13 
AQA 

A Level 
English 

Language 
 

Teacher 
1 

Language 
Investigation Prep 

Language Investigation and 
Original Writing 

Language Diversity 
(concluded) 

Language Change 
(concluded) 

Exam prep and 
revision 

 
 

Exam Prep and 
Revision 

 

Teacher 
2 

Introduction to 
Children’s 
Language 

Development 

Children’s Language 
Development (continued) 

Language Discourses 
and Directed Writing 

Language Change 
Concluded 

YEAR 12 
AQA 

A Level 
English 

Literature 

Teacher 
1 

AQA Paper 1: Love through the Ages 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

AQA Paper 1: Love Through the Ages 
Comparison using an Anthology of poetry and The 

Great Gatsby. 
 

AQA: Non-Exam Assessment 
 

Independent Critical Study: 
Texts Across Time 

Commences here and runs through until Y13 HT4 Teacher 
2 

AQA Paper 1: Love through the Ages 
Othello by William Shakespeare 

AQA Paper 1: Love Through the Ages 
Unseen Poetry 

YEAR 13 
AQA 

A Level 
English 

Literature 

Teacher 
1 

AQA Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts 
 

Option B – ‘Modern Times Literature’ – Prose & 
Poetry 

AQA Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts 
 

Option B – ‘Modern Times Literature’ – Drama & 
Poetry 

 
AQA Paper 1 & 2 

Revision 
Final Exams 

 

Teacher 
2 



 
 

 

 

YEAR 12 
EDUQAS 
A Level 
Media 
Studies 

Component One, Section A: 
Advertising and Marketing 

 
Component One, Section A: 

Newspapers 

Component One, Section B: 
Newspaper Industry 

 
Component One, Section B: 

Film Industry 

Component One, 
Section B: Radio 

 
Component One, 
Section B: Video 

Games 

Component One Section 
A: Music video 

 

Component 3: Cross Media Production 
 

Revision of Media A-Level content so far. 

YEAR 13 
EDUQAS 
A Level 
Media 
Studies 

Component 3: Cross Media 
Production 

 
Submission of Cross Media 

Production 

Component Two, Section A: 
Television 

 

Component Two, 
Section B: Magazines 

Component Two, 
Section C: Online Media 

 

Exam preparation and 
revision of 

Component One and 
Component Two. 

 



 
 

Year 7 English  
Curriculum Manager: Dr Stedman 
Teaching Staff: Dr Stedman, Mrs McCarthy, Miss Dixon, Mr Taylor, Miss Lockwood, Miss Cridland, Miss Saunders, Miss Hagan, 
Mrs McNeil, Miss Roberts, Miss Foster. 
Intent: 
English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and 
write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, 
others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, 
intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils 
both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating 
fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are 
effectively disenfranchised.  

Implementation: 
Pupils begin Year 7 with the unit Ancient Origins. Pupils will explore the concept of mythology in terms of the origin of stories. 
They will read a range of creation myths from around the world as well as exploring what it is to be a hero by comparing 
various stories from Greek mythology, as well as extracts from the Iliad, with the story of Achilles and the Sumerian Epic of 
Gilgamesh, the oldest piece of literature of which we are aware. We then move onto Simon Armitage’s translation of The 
Odyssey, focusing on the role of a hero, and how the concept of a hero has changed over time. 
Pupils will then examine relationships in Links to Legends. Pupils will explore two different interpretations of the 
story Beowulf, the oldest existing piece of English literature alongside some of the texts it has inspired. From there, we will 
jump to Arthurian legend through the lens of Simon Armitage’s version of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.  
Pupils will then move on to study language used to persuade through The Art of Rhetoric. This introduction to rhetoric 
revolves around Shakespeare’s play, Julius Caesar. This unit allows us to introduce students to Shakespeare at Key Stage 3 
and, because of its setting in ancient Rome (and the fact that Cicero is a character in the play), it contributes to their 
understanding of the story of the development of rhetoric and oratory.  

 



 
 

Topic Studied- Ancient Origins 
Study of a variety of myths studied 
including: Ancient Greek myths, The 
Odyssey, Yoruban creation myth. 
Writer’s methods including: Metaphor, 
Aristotle’s ideas about plot structure. 
Ideas about genre and form including: 
Myth and epic, the hero archetype. 
Contextual information about: Ancient 
Greece. 
Grammatical concepts including: Thesis 
statements, summarising strategies, 
comma sandwich, a range of sentence 
types in creative writing for effect.  

Topic Studied – Links to Legends 
Study a variety of legends: Continuing 
our exploration of the origins of 
literature through Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight (Simon Armitage) and 
Beowulf (Headley and Heaney 
versions). 
Writer’s methods including: metre, 
verse, metaphor, phoneme, 
morpheme. 
Ideas about genre and form including: 
epics and other forms of narratives. 
Contextual information about: Anglo-
Saxon England. 
Grammatical concepts including:  
Epithets and appositives to describe. 

Topic Studied – The Art of Rhetoric 
Studying the art of persuasion 
through Julius Caesar.  
Writer’s methods including: Logos, 
ethos, pathos, rhetorical question. 
Ideas about genre and form 
including: Aristotle’s elements of 
rhetoric. 
Contextual information about: 
Ancient Rome, Shakespeare’s 
England. 
Grammatical concepts including: 
Rhetorical questions, hyperbole, 
transferred epithets, structuring a 
speech effectively. 
 

Assessments:  
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways, including reading, writing and oracy. They will be tested on subject terminology 
and with spelling tests. In Year 7 pupils also have a reading age test provided by the NGRT program. 

Homework:  
Homework is set each week by the class teacher on the Bromcom Student Portal. In the case where a class has more than 
one teacher, it is the teacher who leads the reading lesson who will set the homework. This will take the form of a reading 
booklet of extracts and tasks that link to the topic of study which enable pupils to practise English skills independently at 
home. This may be supplemented with tasks set by their class teacher on occasion. Pupils should also be spending time 
reading at home to support their literacy skills.  
Other Useful Information: Throughout the year we celebrate various events which help us to engage pupils with the subject. 
National Poetry Day, Harry Potter Night, World Book Day and Readathon are examples of such events. 

 


