
 
 

English Curriculum overview  

 

 

  HT 1 HT2 HT 3 HT 4 HT 5 HT 6 

YEAR 7 

 

Theme: Ancient Origins 

Reading a series of mythological texts and 

Armitage’s Homer’s Odyssey. 

Descriptive writing. 

Theme: Links to Legends 

Studying Beowulf (Heaney and Headley) and reading 

Armitage’s Sir Gawain and The Green Night, alongside 

satellite texts. 

Narrative writing. 

 

Theme: The Art of Rhetoric 

Reading Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar alongside 

thematically linked texts, including famous 

speeches. 

Persuasive writing. 

YEAR 8 

 

Theme: The Story of the Novel 

Reading Dickens’ Great Expectations with 

thematically linked extracts. 

Narrative and rhetorical writing. 

Theme:  The Sonnet Form 

Exploring the sonnet form through works by Petrarch, 

Shakespeare, Donne, Wordsworth, Duffy and Dharker. 

 

Theme:  Comedy through Time  

Reading a William Shakespeare Comedy alongside 

other drama texts to examine how comedy is 

created in play texts. 

Narrative writing. 

YEAR 9 Genre study: The Gothic  

Reading extracts from ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary 

Shelley and other Gothic and dystopian texts. 

Rhetorical writing 

Thematic study: War and conflict 

Exploration of the ways that different forms of writing 

have dealt with the theme of war in the 20th and 21st 

century. Reading Journey’s End and extracts from a 

range of fiction and non-fiction texts. 

Descriptive and narrative writing. 

 

Theme: Tragedy 

Study of form: Tragedy through time. Exploration 

of the development of the Tragedy genre into the 

20th and 21st century. Reading Othello and Death 

of a Salesman.  

Narrative and rhetorical writing. 



 
 
 

YEAR 10 
AQA 

 

GCSE Introduction to 
Literature  

An Inspector Calls by 
JB Priestley 

Introduction to this 
GCSE Literature play. 

 
 
 

‘A Christmas Carol’ by 
Charles Dickens. 

 

English Language 
 Paper 1: Explorations in 

Creative Reading and 
Writing 

Power and Conflict 
Poetry 

AQA Anthology 

English Language  
Paper 2: Viewpoints and 
Perspectives Q5. 

 
Spoken Language. 

Speech 

Revision of 
English Language Paper 

2: Viewpoints and 
Perspectives  

 
Introduction to the 

context of Macbeth in 
preparation for Term 1 

in Year 11 

YEAR 11 
AQA 

 

Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare.  

 
 

English Language Paper 1 
AoM Mocks 

Revision of A Christmas 
Carol 

English Language Paper 
2: Viewpoints and 

Perspectives 

Revision of ‘An Inspector 
Calls’ and Power and 

Conflict Poetry. 

Revision of English 
Language and Literature 

content. 

 

 

YEAR 12 
AQA 

A Level 
English 

Language 
 

Teacher  
1 

‘Bridging the Gap’ 
Developing 
analytical and 
interpretative 
skills. 

‘Continued Bridging the Gap’ 
Developing analytical and 
interpretative skills. 

‘Language and 
Representation’ – 
Developing working 
on textual analysis. 

‘Original Writing’ 
(introduction) 
Start work on different 
types of writing for NEA 
(and component 2 Q4) 

‘Introduction to 
Language Change’- 
how and why 
language changes. 

‘Introduction to 
Language Change’- 
how and why 
language changes. 

Teacher  
2 

‘Introduction to 
Sociolinguistics’ 
Introduction to 
language and the 
individual/social 
groups/ethnolect/ 
occupation and 
regions. 

‘Introduction to Modes and 
Textual Variation’ – 
Developing understanding of 
mode as concept 

‘Sociolinguistics’ -  
Developing earlier 
work on diversity: 
language and 
occupation, gender, 
ethnicity and 
communities of 
practice. 

‘Sociolinguistics’ – 
develop to look at 
attitudes to variation 
and diversity. 

‘Introduction to 
Research and 
Investigation Skills’ –  
Begin to work on 
developing 
approaches to 
language investigation 
work. 

‘Introduction to 
Research and 
Investigation Skills’ – 
Begin to work on 
developing 
approaches to 
language 
investigation work. 



 
 

YEAR 13 
AQA 

A Level 
English 

Language 
 

Teacher 
1 

Language 
Investigation Prep 

Language Investigation and 
Original Writing 

Language Diversity 
(concluded) 

Language Change 
(concluded) 

Exam prep and 
revision 

 
 

Exam Prep and 
Revision 

 

Teacher 
2 

Introduction to 
Children’s 
Language 

Development 

Children’s Language 
Development (continued) 

Language Discourses 
and Directed Writing 

Language Change 
Concluded 

YEAR 12 
AQA 

A Level 
English 

Literature 

Teacher 
1 

AQA Paper 1: Love through the Ages 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

AQA Paper 1: Love Through the Ages 
Comparison using an Anthology of poetry and The 

Great Gatsby. 

 

AQA: Non-Exam Assessment 
 

Independent Critical Study: 
Texts Across Time 

Commences here and runs through until Y13 HT4 Teacher 
2 

AQA Paper 1: Love through the Ages 
Othello by William Shakespeare 

AQA Paper 1: Love Through the Ages 
Unseen Poetry 

YEAR 13 
AQA 

A Level 
English 

Literature 

Teacher 
1 

AQA Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts 
 

Option B – ‘Modern Times Literature’ – Prose & 
Poetry 

AQA Paper 2: Texts in Shared Contexts 
 

Option B – ‘Modern Times Literature’ – Drama & 
Poetry 

 
AQA Paper 1 & 2 

Revision 
Final Exams 

 

Teacher 
2 

YEAR 12 

EDUQAS 

A Level 

Media 

Studies 

Component One, Section A: 

Advertising and Marketing 

 

Component One, Section A: 

Newspapers 

Component One, Section B: 

Newspaper Industry 

 

Component One, Section B: 

Film Industry 

Component One, 

Section B: Radio 

 

Component One, 

Section B: Video 

Games 

Component One Section 

A: Music video 

 

Component 3: Cross Media Production 

 

Revision of Media A-Level content so far. 



 
 

 

 

YEAR 13 

EDUQAS 

A Level 

Media 

Studies 

Component 3: Cross Media 

Production 

 

Submission of Cross Media 

Production 

Component Two, Section A: 

Television 

 

Component Two, 

Section B: Magazines 

Component Two, 

Section C: Online Media 

 

Exam preparation and 

revision of 

Component One and 

Component Two. 

 



 
 

Year 9 English  
Curriculum Manager: Dr Stedman 

Teaching Staff: Dr Stedman, Mrs McCarthy, Miss Dixon, Mr Taylor, Miss Lockwood, Miss Cridland, Miss Saunders, Miss 
Hagan, Mrs McNeil, Miss Foster and Miss Roberts. 

Intent: 
English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak 
and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and 
listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, 
emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading 
also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are 
essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently 
and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.  

Implementation: 
Having understood the origins of English Literature in Year 7 and the common forms it takes in Year 8, Year 9 moves pupils 
into the 20th and 21st centuries. By the end of the year, they will understand how the foundations of plot, character, 
structure and form studied in Years 7 and 8 evolved. Alongside this, they will understand how mass literacy resulted in 
much greater diversity of writers and readers – with consequent changes to the conventions and forms that had been 
accepted for many years and a far more developed form of literary criticism which sought to view and interpret texts 
through particular lenses such as Feminism or Marxism. 
The year begins with the study of genre. Pupils have touched fairly lightly on genre in Year 8 when they have looked at 
Dramatic Comedy. They significantly deepen this knowledge at the start of Year 9. They begin the term by studying the 
generic conventions of the Gothic  - understanding how Frankenstein was written by Mary Shelley to ‘fit’ a well-established 
genre. After this period of ‘looking back’, pupils use Frankenstein as a core text to ‘look forward’ and explore how the 
controlling ideas of Frankenstein influenced both the Gothic other genres in the 20th and 21st centuries – specifically 
dystopian texts. 
Finally, pupils will begin to explore eminent forms of literary criticism of the twentieth century and being to understand 
how they sought to interpret texts through particular lenses such as Feminism or Marxism. 
Term 1: The Year 9 curriculum also continues to build on the granular work began in Year 7 and 8 on the deconstructed 
essay and C25K writing approach. In this unit, pupils will be re-introduced to the controlling idea sentence and practise 
connecting this to the evaluation of a writer’s use of language and structure. This prepares them well for later on in the 
year when they will look more specifically at sentence types which deal with context and interpretations. 
Term 2: the curriculum continues to look at how texts have developed over time, this time thematically. Pupils will study 
a range of texts connected to the theme modern warfare and explore the ways that differences in form and readership 
and intent affect the choices writers make. During these lessons, pupils will develop their skills of close reading and 
analysis: an essential foundational block for the essays they will write in Key Stage Four. 
Term 3: In the final term, pupils will develop their understanding of the significance of form in the study of literature. 
Having established an understanding of the origins and conventions of the core literary forms of the novel, the sonnet 
and drama in Year 8, they now learn about the development of one form over time: Tragedy. Starting with Aristotelean 
and Shakespearean tragedy, they then explore how modern playwrights have evolved the genre into something more 
fitting for modern times. Pupils will study both ‘Othello’ and ‘Death of a Salesman’ along with modern media texts which 
have taken tragedy in new directions. 
Creative writing (Terms 1 and 3): 
Throughout the year, pupils continue to learn specific creative sentence types. In addition to this, they develop their 
understanding of various narrative structures and use this to support the planning of their own writing. With these basics 
well embedded, the curriculum also focus on two core parts of the writing process: planning (deciding on narrative form, 
appropriate voice and sentence selection) and drafting (reviewing work for both accuracy and effect and making necessary 
adaptations).  
 



 
 

Rhetorical writing (Terms 2 and 3):  
Pupils have learnt a number of rhetorical flourishes throughout the Key Stage. They are also aware of the arrangement of 
rhetorical writing. Year 9 focuses on more extended written and spoken rhetorical pieces with the intention that by the 
end of the year pupils are able to produce a convincing speech of their own in its entirety. 

Term 1. Genre Study: The Gothic 

Pre-Frankenstein extracts from: 

‘Castle of Otranto’– Horace Walpole 

Mary Shelley’s introduction to 

Frankenstein 

Core text: 

‘Frankenstein’  - Mary Shelley 

Later gothic texts: 

Extracts from ‘The strange case of Dr 

Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ – Robert Louis 

Stevenson 

Extracts from ‘The picture of Dorian 

Gray’ - Oscar Wilde 

‘The Flowers’ - Alice Walker 

Later dystopian texts: 

Extracts from ‘Never let me go’ by 

Kazuo Ishiguro 

‘Soft Rains Will Fall’ by Raymond 

Bradbury 

‘Robot Dreams’ by Isaac Asimov 

 

Term 2. Thematic study: War and 
conflict.  
 
Drama: 
 
Journey’s End 
 
Poetry: 
Anthology of diverse twenty and 
twenty first century war poetry 
including protest poetry.  
 
Prose: 
 
Extracts from children’s young adult 
fiction dealing with war (Michael 
Morpurgo) 
 
Extracts from Sebastian Faulkes and 
Pat Barker.  

 

Term 3: Study of form: Tragedy. 
 
Core texts: 
Othello – William 
Shakespeare 

 
Death of a Salesman – 
Arthur Miller 
 
Extracts from a range of media 
texts to demonstrate the 
evolution of the tragic form over 
time. 

Assessments:  
Reading and writing assessments take place each term. On top of this there will also be spelling tests and subject 
terminology tests and one speaking and listening assessment which will be a presentation. In Year 9 pupils also have a 
reading age test provided by the NGRT program. 

Homework:  
Homework is set each week by the class teacher on Bromcom Student Portal. In the case where a class has more than one 
teacher it is the teacher the pupils see most who will set the homework. Pupils should also be spending time reading at 
home to support their literacy skills.  

Other Useful Information: Throughout the year we celebrate various events which help us to engage pupils with the 
subject. National Poetry Day, Harry Potter Night, World Book Day and Readathon are examples of such events. 

 


