
 
 

Art, Craft and Design Curriculum overview  

 

  HT 1 HT 2 HT 3 HT 4 HT 5 HT 6 

YEAR 7 Baseline Assessment 

Bizarre Bugs 

Applying the Formal 

Elements to a subject 

matter 

Bizarre Bugs 

Investigating a variety of 

artists and experimenting 

with new materials and 

techniques 

 

Bizarre Bugs 

Design ideas and final 

piece 

 

What is Art? 

Introduction to the Formal 

Elements throughout Art 

History focusing on Tone 

and Line 

 

 

What is Art? 

Focusing on the Formal 

Elements of Colour theory 

and Shape throughout Art 

History 

What is Art? 

Focusing on the Formal 

Elements of Texture 

and Pattern 

throughout Art History. 

Exploring and 

investigating artists to 

inspire a final piece. 

YEAR 8 Architecture 

Drawing architecture 

in perspective 

Architecture 

Exploring a range of 

artists. Experimenting 

with a range of media and 

techniques 

Architecture 

Design ideas and final 

piece 

Storytelling 

Introduction to Tim 

Burton and German 

Expressionism 

Storytelling 

Exploring the theme of 

‘Storytelling’ through a 

range of media 

Storytelling 

Design ideas and final 

piece 

YEAR 9 Metamorphosis 

Practicing drawing 

techniques 

Metamorphosis 

Exploring a variety of 

artists and the Surrealist 

movement 

Metamorphosis 

Design ideas and final 

piece 

Expressive Portraiture 

Mastering proportion in 

portraiture drawing 

Expressive Portraiture 

Exploring a range of 

artists  

Creating artwork in 

response to these artists 

Expressive Portraiture 

Design ideas and final 

piece 



 
YEAR 10 

 
AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 1- Natural Forms 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 1- Natural Forms 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 1- Natural Forms 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 1- Natural Forms 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 1- Identity 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 1- Identity 
 

YEAR 11 
 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 1- Identity 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 1- Identity 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 2- External Exam 
Paper  
 

AQA GCSE Art, Craft & 
Design 
Unit 2- External Exam 
Paper  
Portfolio and Unit 2 
External Exam (10 hours) 
 

Summer GCSE Exhibition  

 



 

 
Year 10 Art, Craft and Design 

Curriculum Manager: Miss Forber​  

Teaching Staff: Miss Forber and Miss Cockayne 
Intent:   
60% = Unit 1 - Portfolio of coursework 2 projects   
40% = Unit 2 - External Assignment 10-hour Exam (Year 11)  
Pupils will explore different artistic techniques, styles, and media to develop their creativity and skills. They will work on 
projects that involve drawing, painting, sculpture, and sometimes digital art, focusing on both personal ideas and set 
themes. Throughout the course, students will learn to research artists, experiment with materials, and produce personal 
outcomes. 
Unit 1  
Project 1- Natural Forms 
Summer Project   

•​ Workbook  
•​ Mind map  
•​ Mood board   
•​ Observational drawings   

  
●​ Workshops using different medias and techniques 

  
●​ Chester Zoo trip- Collect primary resources  

  
●​ Research artists, designers, craftspeople and 

cultures relating to Natural Forms. 
 

●​ Annotate your design work to   
explain your intentions 
  

●​ Explore & experiment. Try out different ways of 
making your idea/s using a variety of media, materials, 

techniques and processes.   
 

●​ Develop, Refine and present a final outcome 
response to all investigations and research. 

Unit 1  
Project 2- Identity 
  

●​ Create and present a mind map and mood board in 
response to the project. 
 

●​ Produce a variety of initial, observational studies 
 

●​ Take and present photographs 
 

●​ Research artists, designers, craftspeople and 
cultures relating to Natural Forms. 

 
●​ Annotate your design work to   

explain your intentions 
 

●​ Explore & experiment. Try out different ways of 
making your idea/s using a variety of media, 
materials, techniques and processes.   

 

 
  
 

Assessments: 
There are interim reports termly. Work will be teacher, pupil and peer assessed as it develops. Teacher feedback will be 
given verbally and in the form of a temperature check, which will highlight strengths and targets for improvement. Pupil 
work will be assessed on completion using the four GCSE assessment criteria and they will need to act on all feedback 
and targets as well as explain what they have done to improve their work.  There is an end of year exam, report and 
review.    
Homework: 
This is set weekly and is designed to challenge and help pupils prepare for lessons, mock exams, project deadlines, and 
external exams.   



 
Other Useful Information:  
GCSE Art, Craft & Design Club – (Tuesday and Wednesday  3.10-4.10pm) Room 34 and 35.  
GCSE Assessment criteria sheets are displayed in folders along with the Knowledge Organiser. 

 


